
Oregon State Police
A Grants Pass motorist head-

ed west on Rogue River High-
way Wednesday at 8:20 a.m. ran
off the road and hit mailboxes,
then overcorrected and rolled
his vehicle, coming to rest on
the shoulder, four miles east of
Grants Pass. He was not
injured.

Josephine County 
Sheriff’s Office

A landowner on Takilma
Road in the Illinois Valley
reported ongoing vandalism of
survey stakes, and theft of a
trailer and bicycle.

Grants Pass police
A man was arrested on a

charge of DUII near Grants
Pass High School on Wednes-
day afternoon after reportedly
harassing students and driving
20-30 mph in the school zone.
Police noticed the smell of mar-
ijuana coming from the car and
conducted a field sobriety test,
noting signs of impairment.
The man’s name was listed as
Zohn Johnson in police dis-
patch records. No age was list-
ed.

———
A license plate was reported

stolen off of a vehicle parked at
Asante Three Rivers Medical

Center.
———

A man was arrested in the
600 block of
S o u t h w e s t
Sixth Street
late Wednes-
day night
after police
confirmed he
had an out-
standing war-
rant and,
upon a
search, was
found in pos-

session of a syringe with
methamphetamine residue.
Michael James Richardson, 45,
was lodged in jail.

By Troy Shinn
of the Daily Courier

The Grants Pass City Council on
Wednesday night pledged up to $20,000 in
tourism-related tax money for the Grants
Pass Balloon & Kite Festival in June.

The funds would act as seed money to
ensure that the festival, put on by the
Greater Grants Pass Rotary Club, will have
a fighting chance of becoming an annual
event.

All of the city councilors voiced support
for the opportunities this event would cre-
ate for tourism in the area.

“If it does succeed over the next five or
10 years it’s going to be doing a lot for our
community for a pretty small investment
compared to what we could get out of it,”
said Councilor Jason Anderson.

The tourism money would come from the
city’s hotel-motel room tax.

“I support it also,” said Council Presi-
dent Dennis Roler. “One of the additional
reasons I bring it up is that a lot of people
on our tourism committees have done a lot
of work on this, and we should support

them.”
Councilor Tyler Flaming voiced con-

cern over the fact that since some revenue
from this event is expected in part to go
toward local charities, the city might
essentially be donating money rather than
investing it. Flaming cited a 2004 resolu-
tion passed by the city that said all city
funds must go toward municipally provid-
ed services.

“I worry that if we give this money and
then it’s carried over, we’re essentially giv-
ing money to a nonprofit to then turn
around and give money to another nonprof-
it,” Flaming said.

The funding contract already stipulated
that the same percentage of the event’s
budget that is provided by the city, about
half in this case, must be carried over
toward next year’s event, assuring the tax
money is actually used as the seed money
they are intended for.

To that end, Flaming motioned for an
amendment that said that, regardless of the
percentage figure, that the Rotary Club
commit $20,000 of the profits toward next
year’s festival to ensure there was no con-

flict with the city’s previous resolution.
This amendment to the resolution passed

5-2, with Roler and Councilor Valerie
Lovelace voting against it.

Roler did so because he felt like that
might limit the club’s ability to raise money
next year.

“Getting into this amendment is kind of
not giving them the ammunition to
fundraise in the future by getting charities
to donate without the assurance that they
would get some sort of contribution back,”
Roler said.

Rotary spokesman and event organizer
Caleb LaPlante said he warned charity
sponsors of this possibility.

“The directors of the charities are
expecting the possibility that they may not
see any money from this event in its first
few years,” LaPlante said. “They are will-
ing to do this mainly for the good PR.”

The motion to approve the money passed
unanimously with seven votes. Councilor
Roy Lindsay was absent.

———
Reach reporter Troy Shinn at 541-474-

3806 or tshinn@thedailycourier.com
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Geraldine Carroll Pritt
Geraldine Carroll Pritt, 67, of

Grants Pass died Wednesday,
March 15, 2017, at Hearthstone
in Medford. Services were held.
Hull & Hull Funeral Directors is
in charge of arrangements.

———
Malachi Matthew Batty

Malachi Matthew Batty, age
15, of Grants Pass, Oregon, died
March 10, 2017.

M a l a c h i
was born May
29, 2001, in
Coos Bay, Ore-
gon, where he
lived and was
homeschooled
until moving
to Grants Pass
in 2014. In pub-
lic school for the first time in
Grants Pass, he excelled in
many subjects and made two
close friends. 

He was a kind, thoughtful
boy. He especially loved art,
making Claymation videos,
skateboarding, welding, writ-
ing/drawing comics, playing
video games, and reading.

He is survived by his mother,
Tina Batty of Grants Pass; his

father, Melvin Batty of Coos
Bay; two sisters, Mariah Batty
of Grants Pass and Talitha
Batty of Coos Bay; a brother,
Tyler Waggonner and sister-in-
law, Sumar Waggonner, their
daughter, Trinity and son,
Ezekiel, all of Ashland, Oregon.

A viewing will be from 12
p.m. to 2 p.m., Friday, March
17, 2017, at Hull & Hull Funeral
Directors, 612 NW A St., Grants
Pass.

A memorial service will be at
3 p.m., Friday, March 17, 2017,
at the Grants Pass High School
Commons.

Remembrances may be made
to (JCEF) Josephine County
Educational Fund for the
Malachi Batty Art Scholarship,
PO Box 908, Grants Pass, Ore-
gon 97528.

Malachi’s absence leaves a
void in his family’s hearts that
will never be filled. Not a day
will go by that he won’t be fond-
ly remembered and greatly
missed.

———

Dianna Lynn Pritchett
Dianna Lynn Pritchett, of

Gold Hill, Oregon, passed away
on Thursday, February 23, 2017.

Born April 7, 1953, she was
the daughter of the late Olen
and Goldie Strother. One of
seven children, born in Crescent
City, California.

She married the love of her
life at a young age, but knew
what she was born to do, shower
everyone with love. Her love of
family showed in everything she
did and provided to this world.
She was never without a smile
on her face and kind words of
wisdom to give. Dianna will be
greatly missed by all.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 50 years, Ernest; two
children, Ernest Pritchett and
wife, Martha, and Shelley
Quayle and her husband, Kevin;
six grandchildren, Andrew, Nic-
hole, Nathan, Austin, Issy, and
Corrina; and four great-grand-
children, Kailani, Jenny, Kaden
and Abbie. These are only a few
of her beloved family.

Memorial services will be
conducted at 1 p.m., Saturday,
March 18, 2017, at Foots Creek
Chapel in Gold Hill, Oregon.

———
To place an obituary, call

Tamara Stuebing or Caroline
Pitts at 541-471-7702 or email
obits@thedailycourier.com

Obituaries

City approves balloon festival funding

Revamped pavilion project for Riverside Park is moving forward

The Lodge expansion approval upheld by city

By Troy Shinn
of the Daily Courier

Plans for a pavilion at Riverside
Park are beginning to move forward,
although city officials and others
involved in the effort are now calling it
a platform.

Last week the Grants Pass Parks
Advisory Board agreed on new designs
for a performance venue at the park
that board members hope will better
satisfy the needs of the Active Club and
several other groups than the previous-
ly suggested pavilion structure.

The work will be underwritten by a
$500,000 grant from the Oregon Lottery
that state Sen. Herman Baertschiger
Jr. secured in the waning days of the
2015 session of the state Legislature.

Since then a number of stakeholders
involved in the process have been
politely butting heads over using the
money for Boatnik, organized by the
Active Club, or for the city’s summer
Concerts in the Park series. The City
Council has final say.

The Active Club maintains that a
pavilion or platform for a temporary
VIP bandstand during Boatnik, one of

the biggest community celebrations in
the Northwest, will benefit all events in
the park, including Concerts in the
Park, the annual Back to the '50s festi-
val in July and the Rotary Club Duck
Derby.

Although there has been widespread
consensus that the park could use a
pavilion that could double as a band-
stand or stage, there was disagreement
among stakeholders over where in the
park the structure should be located.
For now it’s going near the Seventh
Street Bridge for Boatnik.

During a presentation to the Parks
Advisory Board last week, project engi-
neer Justin Gerlitz unveiled a less
obstructive concrete structure than
what was initially proposed.

“This new design will address a lot
of the concerns we had with sewage
and the floodplain,” Gerlitz said.

The new design features a two-plat-
form structure with a removable tarp
roof that city officials hope will accom-
modate more seasons and events.

Gerlitz also assured that the eleva-
tion of the platforms and distance from
the riverbank would keep the space
from flooding during high water events.

The removable roof structure was
an important component of the new
design, as city officials had concerns
that a permanent structure in the park
would lead to vagrancy and camping
concerns in wet months.

“A permanent roof structure unfor-
tunately attracts people to sleep and
camp out at nights,” city Parks and
Community Development Director Lora
Glover said.

The only concern left on the roof
issue was whether the structure would
still look good with the canvas tops off.

“It’s important for this to look good
even without the covers on it,” said
Mayor Darin Fowler. “We don’t want it
looking like a skeleton.”

Gerlitz said that this was possible.
“There’s lots of different covers we

could do ... and these things are very
weather-proof and have longtime war-
ranties for replacement too,” Gerlitz
said. “We could also put up some lights
to light up the covers or make the
structure look good without the covers
on.”

While firm numbers weren’t provid-
ed, Gerlitz estimates that this type of
structure would be cheaper than the

alternative.
Parks board vice chairman Cliff

Kuhlman praised the new design.
“It being cheaper allows us to do

more with the park with the same
money,” Kuhlman said.

The money for this project is going
to be provided through an Oregon Lot-
tery grant that the city was approved
for in 2016. The $500,000 is expected to
be distributed in April, according to
Glover.

Active Club representatives at the
meeting expressed support for the
design.

“I think this is a great design and a
really great start,” said James Lowe.

The club did have some other space
concerns for the Boatnik event, but
were confident these can be added as
the design goes forward.

Another plus for the new design was
that the space may be good for the Con-
certs in the Park series, since the space
allows for a lot of customization in
stage size and acoustics.

While Glover, the city’s parks direc-
tor, said officials are still planning on
something separate for the concert
venue, many at the meeting agreed

that they could try those events in this
space and see how it works. The city
has $300,000 already set aside to replace
the Izaak Walton building that was torn
down in 1999.

The next phase of designs will
address electrical installation for lights
and sound systems.

Committee members passed a
motion to go forward with the design,
allowing Gerlitz to address some of the
other concerns brought up at the meet-
ing. The City Council and the public are
expected to weigh in at an upcoming
meeting.

Glover said that this phase of the
project can take a while and pose the
most pushback as neighbors will have
to be notified and may object to a
development in the park and near the
river.

“We run the risk of, when we notify
the surrounding neighbors, them oppos-
ing the site plan,” Glover said. “Hope-
fully this will be less visually obstruc-
tive.”

———
Reach reporter Troy Shinn at 541-

474-3806 or
tshinn@thedailycourier.com

Briefly
Climate change panel
discussion cancelled

A panel discussion on climate
change, scheduled for Friday
evening in Grants Pass, has
been cancelled.

The program was being host-
ed by the Oregon State Universi-
ty Extension Service. At this
time, there are no plans to
reschedule.

CJ quarterly Clean Up
Day is set for Saturday

CAVE JUNCTION — Cave
Junction’s quarterly Clean Up
Day is set for this Saturday at
8:45 a.m. 

Coordinated by the Rotary
Club of the Illinois Valley,  com-
munity members are invited to
help clean up the town for a cou-
ple of hours. Volunteers are
asked to meet at the Illinois Val-
ley Resource Center and to
bring gloves and trash grabbers.

Other sponsors include the IV
Garden Club, Dutch Brothers,
IV Family Coalition, Healthy U,
and Southern Oregon Sanitation.

The IV Resource center is
located at 535 E. River Street.
For more information, contact
Nicole at 541-660-2419.

Plant sale hosted by 
IV Soil & Water District

CAVE JUNCTION — The Illi-
nois Valley Soil & Water Conser-
vation District is holding a
riparian plant sale this Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Held at the Cave Junction
County Building, 102 Redwood
Highway, a variety of 1 gallon

trees will be available for $1, and
plugs for 25 cents. These prices
apply to the first 10 plants and
will go up to $3.25 and 85 cents
thereafter. Types of trees and
plugs include ponderosa pine,
Douglas fir, Oregon ash, Western
hemlock and black hawthorn.

Rose Society welcomes
guest speaker Sunday

Jolene Adams, past president
of the American Rose Society, is

the guest speak-
er at Sunday’s
meeting of the
Rogue Valley
Rose Society.

The meeting
is at 2 p.m. at
St. Anne
Catholic Church,
1131 N.E. 10th
St. in Grants

Pass. The public is welcome.
Adams will discuss the fea-

tures of the American Rose Cen-
ter in Shreveport, La., and high-
light  the activities carried out
there that benefit the American
Rose Society and its members.

Adams also serves the World
Federation of Rose Societies as
vice president for North America
— representing the United States,
Canada and Bermuda — and she
is an American Rose Society
master rosarian, consulting
rosarian and horticulture judge.

In her small garden in the
San Francisco Bay area, Adams
grows 150 roses of all types,
including climbers, minis and
minifloras, hybrid teas, grandi-
floras, floribundas, polyanthas,
romanticas and modern and
classic shrubs.

Police

ADAMS

By Troy Shinn
of the Daily Courier

The Grants Pass City Council on Wednes-
day upheld approval of a small hotel adja-
cent to The Lodge at Riverside.

The previous decision by a hearings offi-
cer in January was appealed by neighbors
in the area, who were opposed to a plan to
build a three-story, 24-room hotel attached
to the privately owned Taprock Event Cen-
ter.

Neighbor objected about parking but also
claimed that the height of the building was
unusual for the area and would pose aes-
thetic and sunlight concerns.

Parks and Community Development

Director Lora Glover said that the code
allows this height and the applicants had
met their requirements for parking and then
some.

“This application complies with all the
relevant parts of the municipal and develop-
ment code,” Glover said. “They are required
to have 116 parking spaces based on this
use, and the plan contains 157.”

Some of these spaces are shared between
several other businesses, including the
Hamilton House and also a handful of on-
street parking spaces along Eighth Street,
much to the neighbors’ displeasure.

“My yard is often the turn-around for
cars parked along the street and coming out
of that parking lot,” Arden McConnell, one

of the neighbors said.
The Council imposed one condition: light-

ing and improving the shared parking
spaces in the Hamilton House lot.

In an effort to avoid an appeal, develop-
ers took the public use of the Taprock
Events Center off of the table in January,
limiting the use only to hotel patrons and
their guests.

“That’s perhaps going to be a financial
loss for the client, but we nevertheless did
that to appease the neighbors,” Max Bondar
of ZCS Engineering told the Council. “But
here we are today.”

———
Reach reporter Troy Shinn at 541-474-

3806 or tshinn@thedailycourier.com
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