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What’s going 
on with the 
‘tall building?’

LOCAL, 5A

HOTEL UPDATE ‘Music
Man’

One Eleven
Theatre opens 
its big show

ENTERTAINMENT, 1B

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

An ambitious plan pro-
posed by Travis Boersma of
Dutch Bros. Coffee took
another step forward Wednes-
day, when the Josephine
County Board of Commission-
ers authorized a lease agree-
ment for an artificial turf ath-
letic field at the fairgrounds.

Dutch Bros. is prepared to
spend $565,000 to build the
field on the infield at the
Grants Pass Downs horse rac-
ing track, along with paying
for upgrades to some other
facilities at the Josephine
County Fairgrounds.

There could be three more
fields in the future, two of
which could accommodate
baseball and softball. All
would be artificial turf, easing
the current heavy load on

grass fields, which can deteri-
orate with use in wet weather.

“Travis has very aggres-
sive plans to have this up and
running by fall,” Jennifer
Wheatley, Dutch Bros.

spokesperson, told commis-
sioners.

Mike Watson, property
manager for the county, said
Boersma got letters of support
from the YMCA, local school

districts, the KidZone Founda-
tion, and even the owner of
the Portland Timbers and
Thorns professional soccer
teams.

“It’s just a very exciting

project that will serve a lot of
our youth,” Watson said.
“There are over 2,000 kids in
soccer in Josephine County.”

Dutch Bros. inks deal with county for artificial
turf soccer field at fairgrounds; plans for more

By Lisa Whiting
of the Daily Courier

Weeks after the City Council
denied an application for the
first recreational marijuana
store in downtown Grants Pass,
another one is popping up.

Diamond Cannabis, located
at the corner of Sixth and H
Streets, has taken the space for-
merly occupied by the Bead
Merchant and will be sharing
the block with Rogue Barbers
and start-up company Bradley
Putters.

Slated to open in May, the
shop plans to offer recreational
and medical marijuana once it
gets its permit from the Oregon
Liquor Control Commission.

Business partners Carrie
Boltz and James Sparman intro-
duced themselves to the Grants
Pass City Council at last week’s
meeting. Both stated their inten-
tion to be a good neighbor.

The City Council had previ-
ously banned all forms of
cannabis commerce within city
limits after the 2014 passage of
Measure 91, which legalized
recreational marijuana and took
effect in June 2015.

City voters struck down the
ban in November, but so far no

business has successfully
cleared the regulatory process.

This includes an application
for a recreational retail store in
the Redwood Towers, also known

as “The Tall Building.” Classified
as adult-use businesses, marijua-
na stores are banned from locat-
ing within 1,000 feet of certain
public facilities, such as schools

and libraries. The downtown
library is just over 500 feet away
from the Redwood Towers.

Apparently the location found
by Boltz and Sparman does not

violate the 1,000-feet rule. City
officials did not return several
calls seeking confirmation.

Downtown could get its first marijuana retailer in May

TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier

Diamond Cannabis is slated to open in May at 300 S.W. Sixth St., the city’s first cannabis retailer. 

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A unani-
mous Supreme Court has bol-
stered the rights of millions of
learning-disabled students in a
ruling that requires public
schools to offer special education
programs that meet higher stan-
dards. The court struck down a
lower standard endorsed by
President Donald Trump’s nomi-
nee to the high court.

Chief Justice
John Roberts
said that it is not
enough for
school districts
to get by with
minimal instruc-
tion for special
needs children.
The school pro-
grams must be
designed to let
students make
progress in light
of their disabili-
ties.

The Wednes-
day ruling
quickly led to
tough questions
at the confirma-
tion hearing of

Supreme Court nominee Neil
Gorsuch. Democratic Sen. Dick
Durbin of Illinois said the high
court had just tossed out a stan-
dard that Gorsuch himself had
used in a similar case that low-
ered the bar for educational
achievement.

In its ruling, the Supreme
Court sided with parents of an
autistic teen in Colorado who
said their public school did not do
enough to help their son make
progress. They sought reim-
bursement for the cost of sending
him to private school.

The case helps clarify the
scope of the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act, a federal
law that requires a “free and
appropriate public education” for
disabled students. Lower courts
said even programs with mini-
mal benefits can satisfy the law.

Roberts said the law requires
an educational program “reason-
ably calculated to enable a child
to make progress appropriate in
light of the child’s circum-
stances.” He did not elaborate on
what that progress should look
like, saying it depends on the
“unique circumstances” of each
child. He added there should also
be deference to school officials.

• TOP SENATE DEM VOWS
FILIBUSTER. The top Senate
Democrat said today he will
oppose Gorsuch and lead a fili-
buster of the choice, setting up a
politically charged showdown.

New York Sen. Chuck
Schumer criticized Gorsuch, say-
ing he “almost instinctively
favors the powerful over the
weak” and would not serve as a
check on Trump or be a main-
stream justice.

"I have concluded that I can-
not support Neil Gorsuch's nomi-
nation," Schumer said on the
Senate floor. "My vote will be no
and I urge my colleagues to do
the same."

Pennsylvania Sen. Bob Casey,
who faces re-election next year
in a state Trump won, also
announced his opposition. Casey
said he had “serious concerns
about Judge Gorsuch’s rigid and
restrictive judicial philosophy,
manifest in a number of opinions
he has written on the 10th Cir-
cuit.”

Democrats are still furious that
Republicans blocked former Pres-
ident Obama’s nominee, Merrick
Garland, and the seat on the high
court has remained vacant for 13
months and counting. 

Students 
with learning 
disabilities
bolstered by
court ruling

GOAL!

Travis Boersma’s dream for his
hometown isn’t limited to the Josephine
County Fairgrounds.

During an appearance last week
before the Grants Pass Historical Build-
ings and Sites Commission, the Dutch
Bros. Coffee co-founder repeated that
he’s serious about moving his compa-
ny’s headquarters to downtown.

He even went so far as to put a loose
timetable on those plans.

“I am really optimistic … of relocat-
ing (to) downtown in six months to a
year,” he said.

Relocating, he said, is his way of
“showcasing” pride in his hometown,
which he said can help sell the Dutch
Bros. story and help the city at the
same time, especially the downtown
core.

It’s where he and his late brother,
Dane, started the company with a single
cart in 1992. It’s why the company
recently bought the Town Center Plaza,
where the cart got its start.

Asked directly if he meant to relo-
cate headquarters to the plaza, Boersma
said no. He has other “dreamy” plans

for the plaza, he told the commission,
adding that he’s still working that part
of it out.

Pressed to say where else Dutch
Bros. could move, he demurred —
except to note that he has 164 employees
at the company’s current headquarters
in the North Valley Industrial Park.

That number could grow to 250 in two
or three years, he said. In other words,
he needs elbow room.

Said Boersma: “We are growing at a
pretty significant rate.”

— Chris Bristol

Boersma still hopes to move company HQ downtown

Travis
Boersma 
of coffee
empire
Dutch Bros.
of Grants
Pass will be
funding a
soccer 
field on 
the infield 
of the
Josephine
County
Fair-
grounds,
after a
lease 
agreement
was
approved
by county
commis-
sioners on
Wednesday.
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Showdown
day at hand, Republicans
remained short of votes today for
their showpiece health care over-
haul, hoping for President Don-
ald Trump to close the deal with
balky conservatives at a White
House meeting.

Frenzied last-minute wheeling
and dealing was underway on
Capitol Hill and at the White
House, but if there was any
change it seemed the number of
dissidents was growing. Signaling
that more work was needed,
GOP leaders postponed a
planned morning meeting of
rank-and-file lawmakers, and
House Speaker Paul Ryan
delayed a scheduled news brief-
ing.

Republican Rep. Jaime Her-
rera Beutler of Washington state
became the latest to declare her
opposition. Concessions being
offered to the conservatives —
they want to limit requirements
that health plans offer benefits
including maternity and sub-
stance abuse care — appeared to
be scaring off moderate Republi-
cans.

The House Freedom Caucus,
whose conservative members
comprise the bulk of GOP oppo-
nents, was set to attend a midday
meeting with Trump. But the
head of that group, Rep. Mark
Meadows, R-N.C., warned that it
would be a “Herculean task” to
resolve their differences quickly.

“An agreement is needed from
my party,” Rep. Pete Sessions,
R-Texas, said during a procedur-
al debate on the House floor. He
said the GOP “intends to bring
forth an agreed-to bill that we
will be able to show to the Ameri-
can people, and we will own it.”

The stakes could hardly be
higher for a party that gained
monopoly control of Washing-
ton’s power centers in part on
promises to get rid of President
Barack Obama’s signature leg-
islative achievement and replace
it with something better. Now
Republicans are staring at the
possibility of failure at the
moment of truth, an outcome
that would be a crushing political
defeat for Trump and Hill GOP
leaders and would throw
prospects for other legislative
achievements into great uncer-
tainty.

Obama declared in a state-
ment that “America is stronger”
because of the current law and

Democrats must make sure “any
changes will make our health
care system better, not worse for
hardworking Americans.” Trump
tweeted to supporters, “Go with
our plan! Call your Rep & let
them know.”

The Republican legislation
would halt Obama’s tax penalties
against people who don’t buy
coverage and cut the federal-
state Medicaid program for low
earners, which the Obama
statute had expanded. It would
provide tax credits to help people
pay medical bills, though gener-
ally skimpier than Obama’s
statute provides. It also would
allow insurers to charge older
Americans more and repeal tax

boosts the law imposed on high-
income people and health indus-
try companies.

The measure would also block
federal payments to Planned
Parenthood for a year, another
stumbling block for GOP moder-
ates.

Tension has been building in
advance of the critical vote, and
a late-night meeting of moderate-
leaning members in Speaker
Ryan’s office Wednesday broke
up without resolution.

One lawmaker present, GOP
Rep. Ryan Costello of Pennsylva-
nia, said members had been
asked to weigh in on the changes
being offered to the Freedom
Caucus. He said, “The Freedom

Caucus has presented what it will
take for them to make some
‘yeses,’ and I think there are a
lot of members who will now
have to evaluate things a little bit
further.”

Shortly thereafter a key mod-
erate who had been in the meet-
ing, Rep. Charlie Dent of Penn-
sylvania, issued a statement say-
ing he would be voting “no” on
the health bill. “I believe this bill,
in its current form, will lead to
the loss of coverage and make
insurance unaffordable for too
many Americans,” said Dent, a
leader of the Tuesday Group of
moderate-leaning Republicans.

Today’s White House meeting
between Trump and Freedom
Caucus members looked to be
pivotal as to whether the vote
could go forward as planned.
Trump has played an increasing-
ly central role, repeatedly sum-
moning different groups of law-
makers to the White House, trav-
eling to the Capitol himself and
calling others on the phone.

And congressional leaders
have increasingly put the onus on
the president to close the deal,
seemingly seeking to ensure that
he takes ownership of the legisla-
tion — and with it, ownership of
defeat if that is the outcome.

In a count by The Associated
Press, at least 28 Republicans
said they opposed the bill, enough
to narrowly defeat the measure.
But the number was in constant
flux. Including vacancies and
expected absentees, the bill
would be defeated if 23 Republi-
cans join all Democrats in voting
“no.”

In a show of support for the
opponents, the conservative Koch
network promised Wednesday
night to spend millions of dollars
to help House members who vote
against the health care bill.

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The House
intelligence committee chairman
privately apologized to his Demo-
cratic colleagues today, yet pub-
licly defended his decision to
openly discuss and brief Presi-
dent Donald Trump on typically
secret intercepts that he says
swept up communications of the
president’s transition team.

GOP Rep. Devin Nunes’ deci-
sion to disclose the information
before talking to committee
members outraged Democrats
and raised questions about the
independence of the panel’s
probe of Russian interference
into the 2016 election and possible
contacts between Trump associ-
ates and Russia.

“It was a judgment call on my
part,” Rep. Devin Nunes, R-
Calif., told reporters this morn-
ing. “Sometimes you make the
right decision, sometimes you
make wrong decision.”

A congressional aide familiar
with Nunes’ meeting said the
chairman apologized to Democ-
rats and pledged to work with
them and share information
related to the investigation.

“A credible investigation can-
not be conducted this way,” said
Rep. Adam Schiff, the top Demo-
crat on the House panel.

The White House embraced
Nunes’ revelations and the presi-
dent said they “somewhat” vali-
dated his wiretapping allegations.

Nunes’ critics also questioned
whether the California congress-
man was coordinating with the
White House in order to give the
president cover for his explosive

claims that
Barack Obama
wire tapped
Trump’s New
York sky-
scraper.

Nunes, who
served on
Trump’s transi-
tion team,

ducked questions about whether
he was parroting information
given to him by the White House,
saying only that he was “not
going to ever reveal sources.” He
maintained that Trump’s explo-
sive wiretapping allegations
against Obama were false.

Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Calif.,
said Nunes apologized to the
minority members of the com-
mittee. She told reporters on
Capitol Hill that she doesn’t know
where the information came
from, but recalled a comment
Trump made in a Fox News
interview earlier this month
where he said the White House
“will be submitting things before
the committee very soon that
hasn’t been submitted as of yet.”

The disclosure came two
days after FBI Director James
Comey publicly confirmed the
bureau’s own investigation into
the Trump campaign’s connec-

tions with Russia. 
Nunes said he received the new

intelligence information after that
hearing. He said it revealed that
Trump’s transition associates —
and perhaps Trump himself — had
their communications picked up
through legal surveillance.

The surveillance was conduct-
ed legally, Nunes said, and did
not appear to be related to the
FBI’s Russia investigation. He
said his concern was that the
identities of the Trump officials
were improperly revealed and
the contents of their communica-
tions were “widely disseminated”
in intelligence reports.
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New York Exchange
NEW YORK (AP) --
Today's noon New York
Stock Exchange selected
prices:

Stock Last Chg
AT&T Inc 41.81 +.16
AerojetR 21.83 +.37
Altria 74.27 -.80
AEP 67.90 +.46
AmIntlGrp 61.81 +.57
ApldIndlT 61.85 +.10
Avon 4.38 +.06
BP PLC 34.10 +.11
BakrHu 59.40 -1.14
BkofAm 23.42 +.48
BarrickG 19.10 -.38
Boeing 177.56 +.58
BrMySq 56.12 -.24
Brunswick 60.64 -.24
Caterpillar 92.81 +.38
Chevron 108.33 -.06

Citigroup 58.71 +.94
CocaCola 42.25 -.14
ColgPalm 74.11 +.44
ConocoPhil 44.50 -.15
ConEd 78.54 +.43
CurtisWrt 92.57 +.56
Deere 110.59 +.82
Disney 112.67 +.59
DowChm 63.27 +.48
DuPont 79.64 +.46
Eaton 73.11 +.57
EdisonInt 80.43 +.57
ExxonMbl 82.12 +.36
FMC Corp 61.43 +.21
FootLockr 73.23 +.40
FordM 11.67 -.11
GenDynam 190.16 +.56
GenElec 29.70 +.17
GenMills 59.53 +.59
GenMotors 34.34 -.06
HP Inc 17.28 +.05
Hallibrtn 49.93 +.10

HeclaM 5.03 -.13
Hess 46.88 +.04
HonwllIntl 125.83 +.33
Idacorp 83.37 +.83
IBM 175.26 +.48
IntPap 51.80 +.63
JohnJn 126.29 +.03
Loews 46.68 +.45
LaPac 24.02 +.27
MDU Res 27.45 +.27
MarathnO 14.81 -.21
McDnlds 129.44 +.34
McKesson 146.92 +.61
Merck 63.53 +.03
NCR Corp 43.86 +.72
NorflkSo 111.79 +.02
NorthropG 240.88 -.26
OcciPet 63.43 -.08
Olin 33.00 +.48
PG&E Cp 68.07 +.61
Penney 5.65 +.06
PepsiCo 112.11 +.09

Pfizer 34.51 +.04
Praxair 117.69 +.62
ProctGam 91.23 +.24
RockwlAut 155.16 +.56
SempraEn 112.90 +.96
SouthnCo 50.95 +.22
Tegna 25.76 +.38
Textron 47.29 +.17
3M Co 192.62 +.40
TimeWarn 97.53 +.69
Timken 44.40 +.40
TriContl 23.00 +.11
UnionPac 105.02 +.96
Unisys 14.25 +.19
USSteel 33.84 -.72
VarianMed 91.90 +.54
VerizonCm 49.79 +.08
ViadCorp 45.08 +.28
WalMart 70.21 -.04
WellsFargo 55.83 +.50

Gold
Selected world gold prices, today.
London morning fixing: $1247.90 off

$1.15.
London afternoon fixing: $1247.50 off

$1.55.
NY Handy & Harman: $1247.50 off $1.55.
NY Handy & Harman fabricated: $1384.72

off $1.72.
NY Engelhard: $1257.78 up $6.01.
NY Engelhard fabricated: $1352.11 up

$6.46.
NY Merc. gold Mar. Wed. $1249.30 up

$3.20.
NY HSBC Bank USA 4 p.m. Wed.

$1250.00 up $6.00.

Metals
NEW YORK -- Spot nonferrous metal

prices today.
Aluminum -$0.8663 per lb., London Metal

Exch.
Copper -$2.5908 Cathode full plate, LME.

Copper -$2.6220 N.Y. Merc spot Wed.
Lead - $2319.00 metric ton, London Metal

Exch.
Zinc - $1.2779 per lb., London Metal Exch.
Silver - $17.610 Handy & Harman (only

daily quote).
Silver - $17.545 troy oz., N.Y. Merc spot

Wed.
Platinum -$963.00, Handy & Harman.
Platinum -$962.50 troy oz., N.Y. Merc spot

Wed.
n.q.-not quoted n.a.-not available r-revised

Lumber
Chicago Mercantile

LUMBER 110,000 bd. ft. $ per 1,000 bd. ft.
Open High Low Settle Chg.
May 17 373.7 379.1 372.5 373.3
Jul 17 382.2 387.0 381.4 382.8
Sep 17 384.0 387.5 384.0 384.4
Nov 17 382.4 383.7 381.4 381.4
Jan 18 385.0 385.0 383.0 383.0
Mar 18 385.5
May 18 390.1

Est. sales 442 Wed' sales 131

Commodities

Northwest Stocks
PORTLAND (AP) -- Closing quotations Wednes-

day from the National Association of Security Deal-
ers. They do not include markup, markdown or com-
missions.

Name High Low Last Change Ratio
Banner Cp 54.99 53.73 54.57 +.68 +1.3
CascdeBcp 7.67 7.54 7.64 +.10 +1.3
ColBnkg 37.58 36.64 37.33 +.50 +1.4
Costco 168.42 167.36 167.44 -.25 -.1
FLIR Sys 36.18 35.90 36.12 +.09 +.2
Intel 35.49 35.02 35.20 -.17 -.5
KeyTech 13.13 ... ...

Keycorp 17.50 17.00 17.43 +.28 +1.7
Kroger s 29.64 29.20 29.36 +.40 +1.4
LithiaMot 87.17 85.11 86.74 +.93 +1.1
MentorGr 37.22 37.17 37.22 +.02 +.1
Microsoft 65.24 64.77 65.13 +.10 +.1
NikeB s 55.28 54.52 55.20 +1.28 +2.4
Nordstrm 42.77 42.04 42.62 +.66 +1.6
NwstNG 59.85 58.40 59.80 +.85 +1.4
OraSure 12.20 11.91 12.16 +.10 +.8
Umpqua 17.53 17.05 17.41 +.29 +1.7
US Bancrp 53.17 52.23 53.07 +.47 +.9
WellsFargo 55.99 54.98 55.83 +.50 +.9
Weyerhsr 33.47 33.00 33.44 +.28 +.8

WALL STREET WATCH
DOW JONES INDUSTRIALS NASDAQ

20,661.30
-6.71

Wednesday’s
closing

5,821.64
+27.82

As of midday
Eastern time

today
20,733.10
+71.80

5,837.92
+16.28

Field From Page 1ARetailer From Page 1A

Trump tries to close health care deal with skeptics

Spying claim by Intel chair rewnews Russian probe fight

Boltz and Sparman said the shop isn’t
“stereotypical” of the industry — no
cannabis leaf or bright green is included
in the shop’s diamond logo.

“We’re excited to represent Southern
Oregon’s cannabis trade with a clean,
upscale operation, and want to break
current stigmas,” Boltz told the Daily
Courier.

The newly installed graphics on the
shop’s front windows have the appear-
ance of etched glass, which helps
obscure the shop’s interior.

“We have been doing a lot of renova-
tion on the space and want to keep it pri-
vate for now. The inside won’t be ready
for viewing until May,” Boltz said.

Boltz is a 2010 graduate of Grants
Pass High School and used to work for a
local company in a public relations
capacity.

“It’s an entrepreneur’s dream to be a
pioneer in this industry,” Boltz added.
“This community-based business has a
definite tie-in to tourism and particularly
agrotourism in the area, and we’ll be a

part of its growth.”
Boltz and Sparman are the second

entrepreneurs who have announced plans
to open a recreational cannabis store in
Grants Pass.

The other store is to be called Southern
Oregon Cannabis Connection, in the site of
a former Skipper’s Seafood and Chowder
House on Northeast Seventh Street.

Neither store has opened yet, nor is it
clear at what stage of the regulatory
process they are in. City officials did not
return several calls seeking clarification.

A check of the OLCC website shows
there are nine applications under review
for recreational cannabis retailers in
Josephine County and four active
licensees — two in Merlin and two in
Cave Junction.

The OLCC’s website does not specify
the locations of the nine applications
under review.

———
Reach Daily Courier reporter Lisa

Whiting at 541-474-3718 or
lwhiting@thedailycourier.com

The lease agreement is tech-
nically with Love Abounds
Asset Management, the non-
profit arm of Dutch Bros.

Commissioner Simon Hare
said improving the fairgrounds
could dovetail with a conven-
tion center nearby, possibly at
the nearby current location of
Josephine County Public
Works, just east of the fair-
grounds. 

No formal plans have been
made for that.

With the nearby pedestrian
bridge over the Rogue River
linking to Reinhart Volunteer
Park, athletic events could be
held on both sides of the river,
Hare noted.

“The Rogue River runs
through our town — we should
take advantage of that,” Hare
said.

Rod Lowe, president of the
Southern Oregon Horse Racing
Association, told commissioners
that Boersma has been a big
supporter of horse racing at the
track, and SOHRA is behind the
project all the way.

“It’s a huge asset for us, fix-
ing facilities and beautifying
the infield,” Lowe said.

Dutch Bros. recently bought
the Town Center Plaza in down-
town Grants Pass and plans to
convert the east end of that
building into an indoor soccer
facility. Work on that project is
underway.

In other business Wednes-
day, the Board of Commission-
ers:

• Approved $56,000 for engi-
neering for a major overhaul of
Whitehorse Park. The overhaul
would include new RV camping
sites, upgrades to the electrical
system and improvements
along the river and in an unde-
veloped portion of the park. 

No estimate of the overall
cost is available yet.

• Approved an auction of 37
properties, the majority of
which are tax foreclosures.

• Approved a $28,000 con-
tract with Choices Counseling
Center and Josephine County
Community Corrections.

• Approved an economic
development request for soft-
ware for online permitting, for
$21,373.

———
Reach reporter Jeff Duewel

at 541-474-3720 or
jduewel@thedailycourier.com

NUNES



But with the agreement,
Dutch Bros has made a serious
move to increase its visibility in
the Portland metro area and
beyond. The deal, according to
a press release issued by the
Timbers, establishes Dutch
Bros as “the exclusive coffee,
cold brew and energy drink of
the Timbers and Portland
Thorns FC. As part of the col-
laboration, Dutch Bros holds
exclusive logo rights on all Tim-
bers training apparel to be
worn during training sessions
and pregame as the official
training jersey partner of the
club.”

Dutch Bros has 149 outlets in
Oregon, more than one-third of
its total of 335 across the West.
The sponsorship deal comes
amid a major expansion for the
company that could add up to
500 new outlets over the next
five years.

One expert believes the deal
with the Timbers holds promise
for the coffee company that was
born in Grants Pass in 1992.

“Companies often benefit
significantly from sponsoring
sports,” said Bettina Cornwell,
a professor of marketing at the
University of Oregon and the
academic director of the
school’s Warsaw Sports Market-
ing Center. “Having said that, it
depends on how the relationship
is leveraged in terms of addi-
tional spending and how cre-
ative that leverage is.”

Cornwell said the deal has
“Pacific Northwest roots and
that rings true,” and the two

companies appear to be a good
fit.

“For me, this is a regionally
appropriate and an authentic
partnership,” she said. “More-
over, there is significant value
in the product distribution on-
site, namely, sales. One can
also see image value. There is
nothing better, and more social-
ly accepted, than a hot coffee
on a cold game night.”

Before the agreement, Ricci
said, a limited lineup of Dutch
Bros beverages was available
for sale at Portland’s Provi-
dence Park, the home stadium
of the Timbers.

Now, that menu is expected
to grow, Ricci said, and hawk-
ers will roam the Providence
Park aisles during matches sell-
ing Dutch Bros drinks.

“We share a lot of the same
DNA,” said Mike Golub, the
Timbers’ president of business.
“We provide a fan experience
and they provide a customer
experience. They love the game
and we love the Dutch Bros
products.”

Golub said the team sealed
the deal with Dutch Bros in
November during the MLS play-
offs. He and his colleagues in
the team’s business department
were ready to travel to Grants
Pass to make a presentation,
but instead wound up inviting
Dutch Bros co-founder Travis
Boersma and company leaders
to Portland to watch a playoff
match against the Seattle
Sounders.

“We called up Trav and the
guys and asked them if they
wanted to come up and hear the
presentation and then watch the
game from a suite,” Golub said.

The game turned out to be a
nail-biting thriller, with the
Timbers triumphing after extra
time in a penalty kick shootout.

“It was epic,” Golub said.
“One of those games you
remember for the rest of your
life.”

On the front of the training
and pregame jerseys, Dutch
Bros is replacing Sightbox, a
Portland-based vision care
startup that lasted just a year
as an apparel sponsor. Ricci
and Golub said the Dutch Bros-
branded training jersey will be
available for sale within a few
weeks, and Ricci said the
DutchWear store at Sixth and D
streets in downtown Grants
Pass will carry it.

The Timbers said players
from the team and Portland
Thorns FC, a National Women’s
Soccer League team, would be
visiting Grants Pass as part of
a soccer clinic in the future.

“It’s part of the partnership
and tying it back to the commu-
nity,” Ricci said. “Soccer is in
our blood. ... Trav is a big soc-
cer nut and we’re really excited
to be aligned with the sport.”

Dutch Bros has been the dri-
ving force behind the Oregon
Futbol Academy at Town Cen-
ter Plaza, as well as the instal-
lation of a new soccer facility
being constructed within the
infield of the Josephine County
Fairgrounds’ racetrack.

The first MLS team to put an
ad on the front of its game jer-
seys was Real Salt Lake in 2007.
Today, every MLS team but one
has a sponsor ad on its shirts.

The NBA decided to open the
door to advertisements on its
teams’ uniforms last year. The

Portland Trail Blazers agreed
to a deal with an Illinois compa-
ny, Performance Health, and
now their game jerseys sport
ads for Biofreeze, a cold-thera-
py pain relief treatment.

In addition to the jersey-
front ad spots, Major League
Soccer is giving its teams the
option of adding a second
advertiser to the right sleeves
of game jerseys starting with
the 2020 season.

Ricci said Dutch Bros wasn’t
considering that path at the
moment, preferring to see how
the current deal pans out.

“We look forward to what
the future holds,” Ricci said.

As for the Timbers, Golub
said the team shares Dutch
Bros’ commitment to giving
back to the community.

“We want to find ways to
build on that and have some
fun,” said Golub, who noted
that the Timbers are ready to
help boost the visibility of
Dutch Bros’ annual “Drink One
for Dane” event. On one day
each May, Dutch Bros raises
money for amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis research in honor of
company co-founder Dane
Boersma, who passed away
from ALS in 2009.

Last year the fundraiser
smashed its own record — $1.35
million.

“We really want to get more
involved with them,” Golub
said. “We want to integrate
Dutch Bros into the Timbers
experience as much as possi-
ble.”

———
Reach editor Scott Stoddard

at 541-474-3717 or
sstoddard@thedailycourier.com.
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New York Exchange
NEW YORK (AP) --
Today's noon New York
Stock Exchange selected
prices:
Stock Last Chg
AT&T Inc 31.70 -.25
AerojetR 34.89 -.40
Altria 56.98 -.75
AEP 82.93 +.11
AmIntlGrp 43.54 -.45
ApldIndlT 59.33 -.59
Avon 2.94 -.01
BP PLC 44.22 +.13
BkofAm 28.74 +.20
BarrickGld 13.45 +.01
Boeing 393.89+2.35
BrMySq 47.06 -.03
Brunswick 50.54 -.39
Caterpillar 140.08 -.17
Chevron 124.55 -.39

Citigroup 64.62 +.26
CocaCola 46.69 -.03
ColgPalm 68.24 -.07
ConocoPhil 66.57 -1.12
ConEd 84.34 +.02
CurtisWrt 112.51 -.03
Deere 162.00 +.09
Disney 112.24 -.27
DowDuPnt 36.90 +.31
Eaton 82.46 +.22
EdisonInt 62.84 +.14
ExxonMbl 81.31 -.43
FMC Corp 79.24 +.30
FootLockr 61.23 +.03
FordM 8.94 -.05
GenDynam170.34 -1.97
GenElec 10.24 +.14
GenMills 50.80 -.19
GenMotors 37.71 -.06
HP Inc 19.85 -.21

Hallibrtn 30.43 +.29
HeclaM 2.23 +.01
Hess 60.42 -.42
HonwllIntl 160.70 -.77
Idacorp 99.07 -.53
IBM 142.92 -.38
IntPap 47.08 -.58
JohnJn 138.01 -.97
Loews 48.41 -.27
LaPac 24.04 -.37
MDU Res 25.78 -.22
MarathnO 17.26 -.13
McDnlds 187.51 -.88
McKesson 117.44 -1.40
Merck 83.23 -.07
NCR Corp 28.43 +.17
NorflkSo 193.75 +.21
NorthropG 273.77 -.35
OcciPet 66.81 -.37
Olin 23.57 -.07

PG&E Cp 18.00 -.01
Penney 1.46 -.01
Pfizer 43.05 +.21
ProctGam 103.37 -.28
RockwlAut 181.20 +.29
SempraEn 126.69 +.06
SouthnCo 51.30 -.11
Tegna 13.97 -.14
Textron 51.35 -.24
3M Co 212.05 +.11
Timken 45.60 +.22
TriContl 26.61 +.03
UnionPac 169.94 -.99
Unisys 11.76 +.04
USSteel 20.18 +.03
VarianMed 141.39 -.20
VerizonCm 58.57 -.52
ViadCorp 56.71 -.11
WalMart 97.84 +.02
WellsFargo 48.27 -.55

Gold
Selected world gold prices, today.
London morning fixing: $1291.90
London afternoon fixing: $1293.50
NY Handy & Harman: $1293.50
NY Handy & Harman fabricated: $1435.79
NY Engelhard: $1297.85
NY Engelhard fabricated: $1395.19
NY Merc. gold: $1288.40
NY HSBC Bank USA: $1288.00

Metals
NEW YORK (AP) - Spot nonferrous metal
prices today. 
Aluminum - $0.8619 per lb., London Metal

Exch.
Copper - $2.9205 (pound) NY Merc spot
Lead - $2022.00 metric ton, London Metal
Exch. Zinc - $1.3607 per lb., London Metal
Exch.
Silver - $15.161 Handy & Harman
Silver - $15.051 troy oz., NY Merc spot
Platinum - $853.00 Handy & Harman
Platinum - $850.10 troy oz., NY Merc spot

Lumber
Chicago Mercantile

LUMBER 110,000 bd. ft. $ per 1,000 bd. ft.
Open High Low Settle Chg.
May 19 365.4 367.7 360.3 363.0 -2.7
Jul 19 367.0 370.8 364.1 367.5 -2.7

Est. sales 251 Mon' sales 510

Commodities

Northwest Stocks
PORTLAND (AP) -- Closing quotations Monday

from the National Association of Security Dealers.
They do not include markup, markdown or commis-
sions.
Name High Low Last Change Ratio
Banner Cp 55.68 54.94 55.67 +.11 +.2
ColBnkg 34.11 33.73 34.10 +.25 +.7
Costco 244.19 241.74 242.35 -1.84 -.8
FLIR Sys 48.91 48.44 48.59 -.17 -.3
Intel 54.80 54.23 54.37 -.14 -.3
Keycorp 16.62 16.25 16.57 +.22 +1.3

Kroger s 24.37 23.89 23.96 -.53 -2.1
LithiaMot 94.32 93.32 93.77 -.26 -.3
Microsoft 119.28 118.52 119.08 +.06 +.1
NikeB s 85.26 84.37 84.43 -.80 -.9
Nordstrm 44.99 44.18 44.60 -.30 -.7
OraSure 11.05 10.76 10.83 -.24 -2.2
Umpqua 17.17 16.90 17.10 +.03 +.1
US Bancrp 49.34 48.81 49.13 +.06 +.1
WellsFargo 48.88 47.96 48.27 -.55 -1.1
Weyerhsr 26.73 26.42 26.52 ... ...

WALL STREET WATCH
DOW JONES INDUSTRIALS NASDAQ

26,258.42
+329.74

Monday’s
closing

7,828.91
+99.59

As of midday
Eastern time

today
26,176.42

-82.00
7,837.00
+8.09

By David Koenig
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Boeing
and U.S. aviation regulators
say the company needs more
time to finish changes in a
flight-control system suspected
of playing a role in two deadly
crashes.

The Federal Aviation
Administration said Monday it
anticipates Boeing’s final soft-
ware improvements for 737
Max airliners “in the coming
weeks.”

Boeing was expected to com-
plete the work last week, but
FAA spokesman Greg Martin
said the company needs more
time to make sure it has identi-
fied and addressed all issues.

Chicago-based Boeing
offered the same timetable as it
works to convince regulators
that it can fix software on the
planes.

“Safety is our first priority,
and we will take a thorough
and methodical approach to the
development and testing of the
update to ensure we take the
time to get it right,” said Boe-
ing spokesman Charles Bick-
ers.

Boeing needs approval not
just from FAA, but elsewhere,
including Europe and China,
where safety officials have indi-
cated they will conduct their
own reviews.

The planes have been
grounded around the world
since mid-March.

The news from the FAA sug-
gests that airlines could be
forced to park their Max jets
longer than they expected. Air-
lines that own Max jets are
scrambling other planes to fill
some Max flights while cancel-
ing others.

“We are aware that the
resumption of service for our

737 Max aircraft may be further
delayed, and our team will
work with all customers
impacted by any flight cancella-
tions,” said American Airlines
spokesman Ross Feinstein.

Separately, U.S. regulators
and Boeing are awaiting a pre-
liminary report from Ethiopian
investigators into the March 10
crash of an Ethiopian Airlines
Max 8 jet shortly after takeoff
from Addis Ababa. The report
will be scrutinized for informa-
tion from the plane’s data
recorders that might suggest
similarities between the
doomed flight and the Oct. 29
crash of a Lion Air Max 8 into
the Java Sea off Indonesia. The
two crashes killed 346 people.

Data from the Indonesian
plane indicates that pilots
unsuccessfully fought the auto-
mated anti-stall system for con-
trol of the plane, which plunged
into the sea shortly after take-

off. According to published
reports, the same system acti-
vated on the Ethiopian Airlines
flight.

Boeing is making changes in
an automated system that is
designed to prevent the plane’s
nose from rising, which can
lead to a dangerous aerodynam-
ic stall. The changes include
relying on readings from more
than one sensor before the anti-
stall system activates and push-
es the nose down, and making
the system’s actions less severe
and easier for pilots to handle.
Boeing has said it will pay to
train pilots on the technology.

Congress, meanwhile, is
looking into the relationship
between Boeing and the FAA.
The House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee said
Monday that it had requested
records from both Boeing and
the FAA related to the certifica-
tion of the 737 Max.

Boeing, FAA say more time needed for fix of 737 Max

Lyft shares stall in its 1st week 
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Shares in the
ride-hailing company Lyft are
falling sharply for a second
consecutive day.

The stock surged in its ini-
tial day of trading Friday, but
they’ve been hammered this
week. Before the opening bell

today, shares were down
another 5% after falling 12%
Monday. 

The ride-hailing company
has consistently lost money,
raising doubts about its overall
valuation. But investors have
been wowed by the company’s
growth in the past two years
and some have bet big on its
potential.
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Portland Timbers
midfielder
Sebastián
Blanco sports
the new
pregame jersey
sponsored by
Dutch Bros
Coffee prior to
the Timbers'
match against
the Los Angeles
Galaxy on
Sunday night in
Carson,
California.

CRAIG MITCHELLDYER
Portland Timbers 

A major league marketing move
by Dutch Bros extends its reach
Portland
Timbers will
wear coffee
company’s
logo on
their training
jerseys as
part of new
partnership

By Scott Stoddard
of the Daily Courier

Who would have ever
thought that the logo of a
Grants Pass company would
wind up on jerseys worn by a
Major League Soccer fran-
chise?

Seeing is believing.
During pregame warm-ups

Sunday evening in Carson, Cali-
fornia, the Portland Timbers
wore training jerseys embla-

zoned with the Dutch Bros Cof-
fee insignia before they squared
off against the LA Galaxy.

It was the first on-field evi-
dence of a three-year corporate
partnership between Dutch
Bros and the Timbers that was
announced last week.

“The brands are so very
well-aligned,” Dutch Bros Pres-
ident Joth Ricci said Monday.
“Just the energy in the stadium
and the energy from the fans,
it’s really a great fit for what

Dutch Bros is about.”
The deal’s financial terms

were not announced.
The training jerseys featur-

ing the Dutch Bros logo are not
the same jerseys worn by the
Timbers during matches. Alas-
ka Airlines owns the rights to
advertise on those, and the
Seattle-based airline has been
doing so since the team joined
MLS in 2011.

Oregon women
reach their first

NCAA Final Four
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More showers likely

City ready to move forward
with Allen Creek Road project
By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

Threatened with the loss of millions
in federal funding, the Grants Pass
City Council on Monday decided to eat
increased costs and push anew to turn
Allen Creek Road into a wide arterial.

The project was estimated at $4.4
million five years ago, but increased
property, engineering, utility reloca-
tion and construction costs have dri-
ven up the city’s costs an estimated
$1.4 million in the last five years, to
$5.8 million now.

Much of the project will be picked

up by the Oregon Department of
Transportation, which has been press-
ing the city to move on the project or
give back about $3.7 million in federal
funding, which originally was awarded
about seven years ago.

The goal is to connect Allen Creek
from West Harbeck Road to New Hope

Road, improving access to the Allen
Creek Shopping Center and allowing
motorists to travel between Murphy
and the Redwood district while avoid-
ing the South Y interchange.

The project languished in part

ODOT had warned $3.7 million was on the line; widening could lead to property condemnation

Turn to ROAD, Page 5A

Volunteers clear trails at Lake Selmac

JASON McMILLEN/Daily Courier

Rita Christy (left) and Lorena Chapman clear out brush and debris on a logging road above the Osprey Loop Camp Area at Lake Sel-
mac on Saturday. Their work was part of a larger volunteer effort to clean up the trails around the lake, which is operated and main-
tained by the self-sufficient Josephine County Parks Department.

The Saturday cleanup was part of larger effort to revamp the county parks volunteer system
By Jason McMillen
of the Daily Courier

SELMA — Trails don’t maintain
themselves, and if the county can’t
organize a solid base of dedicated vol-
unteers, they’ll soon be overgrown.

On Saturday, about 20 community-
minded citizens assembled at Lake
Selmac in order to coordinate a
cleanup effort that stretched across
hundreds of acres.

Tools were provided by the
Josephine County Parks Department,

but five members of the Sourdough
chapter of Back Country Horsemen of
Oregon are used to this sort of work
and brought their own.

“We love to camp out here at Lake
Selmac, it’s like a little stay-cation,”
said President Cate Bendock.
“There’s good people here and it’s a
beautiful place — it’s really the pre-
mier spot in the Josephine County for
horseback riders.”

“The area around Lake Selmac is
such a beautiful place,” added mem-
ber Cindi Rach. “I’m excited to get on

my horse and hit the trails out here
after we’ve cleaned them up today.”

The volunteer cleanup at Lake Sel-
mac is part of a larger effort to
revamp the county parks department
volunteer system.

The parks department is self-suffi-
cient, with most of its revenue com-
ing from day-use and camping fees.
Parks Director Sarah Garceau hopes
a robust volunteer program will
replace the county-funded mainte-
nance program that was gradually
defunded to zero over the past few

years.
She estimated budget cuts have

resulted in a shortfall of about 3,200
labor hours.

“We’re 100 percent self-funded, so
it’s tricky to figure it all out,” she
said. “But we have to figure it out if
we want to try and maintain our
land.”

In addition to a loss of funding, the
parks department has fallen upon
hard times due to years of wildfires.

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

A Josephine County judge on Mon-
day heard arguments for and against
the pre-trial release of a man who shot
to death two other men in a confronta-
tion at a Grants Pass apartment com-
plex late the night of Thanksgiving.

Prosecutor Lisa Turner described
defendant Trevor Gilmore as an explo-
sive, paranoid man, and detectives say
he let Justin Severnak and Chris Lyon
into the apartment at the Harbeck Vil-
lage Apartments where he was stay-
ing.

Police body camera video shortly
after the shooting showed a drunken
Gilmore ranting, “He (Severnak)

By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

Josephine County’s push for a mari-
juana production tax appears to have
failed in a second bid to win significant
support in the Oregon Legislature.

House Bill 2382, dubbed the Law
Enforcement Stability Act, failed to
meet a key deadline last Friday to be
scheduled for a committee work session.

“That bill is officially dead as of 11:59
p.m. last Friday,” said Rob Bovett, legal
counsel for the Association of Oregon
Counties. “I don’t think HB 2382 is
coming back in any form this session.”

A similar proposal failed last year.
The Legislature was considering

the measure at the request of the
AOC. The bill was championed by
Josephine County Commissioner Dan
DeYoung, who wanted the state to
give voters in several Southern Ore-
gon counties the chance to approve a
tax on marijuana production. Support-
ers said proceeds would help law
enforcement combat the region’s out-
sized contribution to the black market.

DeYoung, county Sheriff Dave

Defense team of
murder suspect
argues for his
pre-trial release

Bill that would
allow county to
tax pot growers
dies at Capitol

Turn to SUSPECT, Page 5A

Turn to TAX, Page 5A

Turn to TRAILS, Page 5A

Meet the Grizzwells
Reader feedback
has prompted a
change on the
Comics page: Start-
ing today, “The
Grizzwells” is replac-
ing “Wallace the
Brave.” The new
strip, drawn by car-
toonist Bill Schorr, revolves around a four-
bear family of grizzlies. The family patriarch,
Gunther, is described as a “husband, father,
slacker and ransacker.” Comics, Page 10B

Turn to DUTCH, Page 7A
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It’s raining again

By Ben Maki
of the Daily Courier

Grants Pass Downs is about to
become the mecca of horse racing in
Oregon.

With the apparent demise of Port-
land Meadows, the Oregon Racing
Commission last week approved a
fall commercial racing schedule in

Grants Pass that will be much more
ambitious than its current rotation
spot in the summer county fair cir-
cuit.

The move marks a major turn-
around for horse racing in Grants
Pass, which faced its own shutdown
more than once this decade. The bid
for the commercial meet came
through TMB Racing, owned by

Dutch Bros Coffee co-founder and
CEO Travis Boersma.

To get the races, Boersma and
company will have to invest heavily
in the Josephine County Fair-
grounds, including the grandstand,
the racetrack and the barns, though
Boersma said the amount of money
that would require is unknown.

Grants Pass meet director Rod

Lowe said the current plan is for a
14-day meet in September and Octo-
ber, with race days on Sundays and
Mondays. 

That’s in addition to the nine days
of racing in June and July.

“This is all subject to glitches and
changes, but we’re muddling

Grants Pass Downs hits it big

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

After a sub-par winter last year, this
past winter stepped up for snow in the
mountains.

That’s good news for Jake Johnstone,
the regional watermaster for Southwest
Oregon. He’s been skiing at Mt. Ashland
and also spends a lot of time rafting in the
spring and summer.

And of course he has to regulate water
rights when streams begin drying up mid-
summer. Last fall, the forecasts for the
winter were not encouraging.

“I was quite nervous going into the
winter,” Johnston said. “Much more than
I am now.”

Southwest Oregon got a huge boost
from February storms. As of Tuesday the
Rogue and Umpqua basins had 118 per-
cent of average water content of snow,
according to the Natural Resources Con-
servation Center.

Statewide it was 122 percent.
And even though March fell short on

precipitation — 1.57 inches compared to
the average of 3.60 — the seven-month
wet season ended Sunday with 27.09 inch-
es, just below the average of 27.36.

April’s also starting out wet, with rain
forecast all week.

The January-February surge of 16.73
inches in Grants Pass doused the dry year
of 2018, which had 11 of 12 months fall
below average in precipitation. The aver-
age for January and February combined
is 9.7.

“February’s copious amounts of precip-
itation, along with continued cool temper-
atures and snowstorms during the first
part of March are responsible for the
snow surplus as of today,” said Julie Koe-
berle, hydrologist for the National
Resources Conservation Center.

April 1 is typically the peak snowpack
at higher elevations. 

Of the remote sensing sites Koeberle
and her colleagues use in Southwest Ore-
gon, above 5,000 feet Bigelow Camp near
Oregon Caves had the highest snow water

Late winter
storms were
huge boost
for water

By Jason McMillen
of the Daily Courier

In the war between online sales and
brick-and-mortar stores, “clicks” have
been getting the upper hand on “bricks.”
In Grants Pass, the latest victim actual-
ly has “Bricks” as part of its business
name.

Rebel Bricks, a new and used toy
store in downtown Grants Pass that spe-
cialized in Legos, is going out of busi-
ness, owner Misti King announced this
week. Its final day is April 30.

“Big box stores and Amazon, that’s
the way people like to go now,” said
King. “For Rebel Bricks, it’s been a slow
decline that started last year.

“It has just continued to decline in

2019. It’s very unfortunate.”
According to a report by the U.S.

Department of Commerce, in February
online sales narrowly exceeded brick-
and-mortar sales for the first time in his-
tory.

Online sales is now the fourth largest
retail sector overall, bringing in about
$59.8 billion in adjusted sales for Febru-
ary. The largest category remains motor
vehicles and parts. Food and beverage
stores, i.e. grocery stores and liquor
stores, are second. Restaurants and bars
are third, barely.

Brick-and-mortar stores, known in
economic parlance as general sales, are
now officially fifth behind the internet.

Downtown toy store falls
victim to online onslaught

By Connor Radnovich
Salem Statesman Journal

SALEM — Several hundred Oregonians
descended upon the state Capitol on Tues-
day to express their opinions on major
gun bills in the largest display of public
interest for a single topic so far in the 2019
legislative session.

The most prominent gun bill is Senate
Bill 978, which is the omnibus gun pack-
age created through the distillation of sev-
eral dozen gun bills introduced earlier this
year.

The measure’s proposals include:
• Requiring safe gun storage;
• Placing liability on gun owners if a

gun is stolen, but not reported, and used to
injure a person or property;

• Outlawing untraceable and unde-
tectable firearms;

• Granting local authorities the power
to regulate firearm access in public build-
ings;

• Allowing retailers to set higher mini-
mum purchasing age restrictions;

• And making hospitals provide firearm
injury data to the state.

There are also four House bills which
deal with aspects of gun control, with only

Hearings on
major gun bills
draw hundreds
to state Capitol

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

How does Dutch Bros Downs sound?
Actually, Dutch Bros Coffee co-founder

and CEO Travis Boersma is taking pains to
separate his pending foray into horse racing
from his growing drive-thru empire, which
started here 27 years ago.

Boersma hopes a new company he’s
named TMB Racing — for his initials — will
fill the void left by the recent demise of

Portland Meadows, the 73-year-old institu-
tion in Pacific Northwest horse racing that
was Oregon’s only commercial race meet.

The plan is to race in Grants Pass from
mid-September to the end of October on
Sundays and Mondays, then expand in 2020
and 2021, adding May racing. It will comple-
ment the existing racing schedule in June
and early July at Grants Pass Downs, man-
aged by the Southern Oregon Horse Racing

Boersma is all in on racing

Misti King,
owner of

downtown
toy store

Rebel
Bricks,

searches
for a miss-

ing arm
amid a vast

array of
Lego tor-
sos. The

store, 
beaten

down by
online

sales, is set
to close by
the end of

April.

JASON McMILLEN
Daily Courier

• Death penalty could be
severely limited. Page 7A.

7-month wet season ends
just slightly below average

With demise of Portland Meadows, an additional 14-day meet is scheduled to start in September

Rebel Bricks will be closing at the end of the month,
its owner saying she can’t compete with the internet

Turn to GUN, Page 7A

SCOTT STODDARD/Daily Courier, 2018

Travis Boersma, the CEO of Dutch Bros Coffee, says
he’s ready to make a significant personal invest-
ment to bring more horse racing to Grants Pass.

Dutch Bros CEO says he’ll invest a lot of time, energy 
and money into ‘something near and dear to my heart’

Turn to WATER, Page 9A

Turn to STORE, Page 9A

Turn to BOERSMA, Page 5A

Turn to RACING, Page 5A

SCOTT STODDARD/Daily Courier, 2018

Grants Pass Downs at the Josephine County Fairgrounds has been the home of local horse racing for decades. Additional days
of racing are to be added in September and October this year after the demise of Portland Meadows.



through it,” Lowe said. “We’ll
get this thing dialed in before
long.”

The move is major because
of the differences in commer-
cial meets, dominated for years
by Portland Meadows, and the
lesser county fair circuit.

Horse racing in Oregon con-
sists of two types of racing.
There is the for-profit racing of
a commercial meet, which
Portland Meadows featured.
Those meets typically see larg-
er purses and greater regula-
tion of business practices. It
also brings better horses and
competition.

Then there is the county fair
circuit: smaller nonprofit meets
that have traditionally run in
conjunction with county fairs.
Those are in Union, Grants
Pass, Prineville, Tillamook and
Burns.

Tag Wotherspoon, marketing
director for the Southern Ore-
gon Horse Racing Association,
said the racing commission has
given Grants Pass Downs three
years to show it can handle run-
ning the premier meet in the
state.

For the last several years,
Portland Meadows faced a
yearly question of if it would
host races. Moving those races
south provides some stability to
the region.

“Portland Meadows has been
holding the horse racing indus-
try hostage,” said Wotherspoon.
“It (was) just a year-by-year
deal. It’s very frustrating not
knowing one year from the
next, not knowing what’s hap-
pening with Oregon horse rac-
ing.”

Jack McGrail, executive

director of the Oregon Racing
Commission, said the expected
sale of the Portland Meadows
property led the commission to
give Grants Pass a shot to host
the meet.

McGrail said he didn’t know
specifics of the sale, but the
potential buyer would redevelop
the land for other uses.

“They’ve been under agree-
ment since early fall (to sell),”
McGrail said. “The question
was … is the buyer in their due
diligence going to find a reason
not to go forward with it?”

Grants Pass Downs is the

only Oregon track with a com-
mercial application for this
year.

“We’re grateful,” McGrail
said. “We were at a situation
where there wasn’t any com-
mercial race meet.

“It’s not like companies and
entities are out there trying to
run live races. It’s an expensive
proposition.”

Even though the Grants
Pass fair meets have come in at
around break-even numbers,
the facility will need to undergo
sweeping changes.

“They’ve indicated in their

filings with us they are putting
in significant improvements
and significant resources to
make it a more viable race-
track,” McGrail said.

Some of those improvements
include an enclosed grandstand
to potentially allow for simul-
casting, an enlarged barn area,
and better security in the barn
area.

However, a major change
would include widening the
track to fit 10-horse fields. Cur-
rently, the half-mile track is
eight lanes wide and half the
length of Portland Meadows.

“Widening the track is kind
of essential if they want to run
the quarter horse meet in the
fashion they plan,” McGrail
said. “We wouldn’t allow it for
safety reasons, and they would-
n’t ask for it without it.”

Other planned improvements
include lighting for night racing
and new inside rails.

McGrail said a representa-
tive from the Oregon Racing
Commission will be in town this
week to discuss what else needs
renovating, if anything.

Grants Pass Downs added
online betting in 2017 in antici-
pation of this new opportunity.

Online betting has not turned
a profit for Grants Pass in the
last two years, but the handle
made a notable jump from the
first year ($82,383 over nine
days) to the second ($214,567).

Lowe said last year SOHRA
would need to see $70,000 in
wagering online per race day to
break even. He also said with
less need to invest in the infra-
structure for online betting,
that number could drop to
$50,000 this year.

TMB Racing will have simul-
casting rights for the new sea-
son.

Josephine County Fair-
grounds Director Tamra Martin
said the fairgrounds haven’t
been directly involved in the
process to this point.

“The biggest piece from the
fairgrounds’ standpoint is we’re
excited,” Martin said. “It is
within our goals to continue to
bring a variety of events to
Josephine County. This is going
to have a great impact on the
fairgrounds as well as the local
economy.”

If the sale of Portland Mead-
ows falls through and the race-
track reopens, there could
potentially be two commercial

meets in the state.
“Portland Meadows would

always be the front-runner,”
McGrail said. “We can’t, as a
commission, just wait around
and hope that the deal falls
through.”

McGrail said Portland Mead-
ows has been operating at a
loss for the last six years.

“There has to be other rev-
enue sources to make it worth
their while,” he said. “It was
not sustainable in that environ-
ment.”

The Portland facility had
been open since 1946.

Josephine County Commis-
sioner Lily Morgan said she
learned of the expanded racing
via social media Monday. She
said she didn’t have any other
information, and Commissioner
Dan DeYoung had contact with
the fairgrounds.

DeYoung did not return calls
seeking comment.

This year’s fair circuit is
scheduled for nine days in
Grants Pass, starting June 15
and ending July 7.

———
Reach sports editor Ben Maki

at 541-474-3729 or
bmaki@thedailycourier.com.
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Racing From 1A

TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier, 2018

The Grants Pass Downs will get a second horse racing season this year. In addi-
tion to the nine-day fair circuit meet in June and July, the facility will also house a
14-day commercial meet in September and October. Meet Director Rod Lowe
(shown) said many upgrades will be needed to the facility.

Association, which will also be
directly involved with TMB
Racing.

“This is a sole adventure on
my own,” Boersma said Tues-
day. “It’s something near and
dear to my heart, and I’m
going to invest a lot of time,
energy and focus. A lot of dol-
lars will fly out of my pocket.
This is different than our cor-
porate philanthropy through
Love Abounds.”

Love Abounds, the philan-
thropic arm of Dutch Bros, is
already paying for athletic
fields going in at the Josephine
County Fairgrounds, home of
Grants Pass Downs.

A lot of TMB Racing dollars
will go into track improve-
ments required by the state to
host a for-profit commercial
meet, as opposed to the non-
profit county fair circuit that
Grants Pass has participated in
for years.

The Oregon Racing Commis-
sion is on board, approving
Boersma’s bid last week for
three years.

“I think it’s a great thing for
racing,” said Jack McGrail,
executive director of the com-
mission. “He brings new ener-
gy, and economic strength. He
seems like a guy who’s doing it
for the right reasons, too. He’s
doing it more for the communi-
ty down there and the horse-
men.

“He understands the eco-

nomics are not great in this
business now. We’re all opti-
mistic he can make it work.”

Live horse racing has been
on the decline across the coun-
try for more than a quarter-
century. Off-track betting has
kept it afloat.

That doesn’t deter Boersma,
who came to the table because
he didn’t want the sport of
kings to die in Oregon.

“Some people are going to
think I’m absolutely crazy.
Many people have thought I’m
crazy over the years,” he said,
adding, “They’re right, I am.
This fits right in.”

Boersma has long attended
racing at Grants Pass Downs,
and now owns eight racehorses,
buying his first two in 2015. As
a youngster he honed his busi-

ness acumen at the racetrack,
searching for winners among
spent parimutuel tickets while
tagging along with older broth-
er Dane, who co-founded Dutch
Bros with Travis.

“All I can say is, I hope we
see more horses and bigger
purses,” he said.

When Boersma learned
months ago that Portland
Meadows might be going
under, he and SOHRA Presi-
dent Rod Lowe started looking
into the possibilities, along with
local attorney Duane Schultz, a
longtime horse racing support-
er in Grants Pass.

The next step is choosing
who manages the off-track sig-
nal.

That could be Churchill
Downs Inc., which also looked

into taking over the Portland
Meadows license but has no
track in Oregon, Boersma said.

Boersma said he’s connect-
ed with Churchill Downs CEO
Bill Carstanjen, who just hap-
pens to oversee the facility
with the most famous horse
race in America, the Kentucky
Derby. Boersma said Carstan-
jen wants to build a track in
the Portland area, hence his
interest in filling the Portland
Meadows void.

“We have some commonality
— our love of horse racing, he’s
got some Dutch heritage on his
side, and we’ve both been on
Undercover Boss,” Boersma
said, referring to the television
show. “He’d love to work with
us, maybe even as one of the
guys we partner with for the

off-track betting simulcast sig-
nal.”

The goal is to keep the bush
tracks like Grants Pass,
Prineville, Burns and Tillam-
ook alive, which requires some-
one to be the flagship.

It may as well be Grants
Pass, is Boersma’s thinking.

“It’s value added to the com-
munity. Nobody has to cough
up any money,” Boersma said.
“This is something that will do
nothing but help live racing in
the state, and help our commu-
nity.

“The coolest thing for me is,
horse racing is still alive and
kicking in the state.”

———
Reach reporter Jeff Duewel

at 541-474-3720 or
jduewel@thedailycourier.com.

Boersma From 1A

Widening the
track is kind of
essential if they
want to run the
quarter horse meet
in the fashion they
plan.”

— JACK McGRAIL
Oregon Racing

Commission
executive director

“



By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

The Josephine County Board
of Commissioners informally
agreed on Thursday to put a
new roof on the indoor arena at
the county fairgrounds, but not
everybody is happy.

A roofer who didn’t get the
job is upset over the choice of
roofing materials and related
matters, while a Josephine
County Fair Board member
quit in part because he and his
fellow board members weren’t
consulted about the work,
despite helping to land grants
to pay for it.

Lewis Lawless of Lawless
Roofing wrote a three-page let-
ter to commissioners chiding
them for choosing to reroof the
arena with the same type of
vinyl material used 29 years
ago on the structure, which has
been leaking for years.

Commissioner Dan DeYoung
said the roof was installed
incorrectly, an assessment sup-
ported by the county’s facilities
manager, Ryan Johnson.

“It never was installed cor-
rectly,” DeYoung said. “If you
do it incorrectly, it’s not going
to last long.”

Lawless bid the job with
plans to use asphalt roofing
materials that carry a 25-year

warranty, compared with a 20-
year warranty from winning
bidder — and only other bidder
— Pressure Point Roofing of
Central Point.

But the Lawless bid of
$455,000 was significantly high-
er than Pressure Point’s bid of
$247,000, and commissioners
unanimously chose the lower
price, following Johnson’s rec-
ommendation.

“This is a reputable compa-
ny with a lot of experience in
this type of roof,” Johnson told
commissioners.

Lawless had additional con-
cerns about the weight of the
new roof and the structure’s
ability to withstand an earth-
quake. Lawless estimated that
new drywall-type panels to be
used on the roof for fire safety
would weigh more than 40 tons.
The current roof has no such
firewall. Pressure Point plans
on using the panels, while Law-
less would have used plywood
panels, which he said can better
withstand earthquakes.

Johnson replied to those con-
cerns, saying that additional
tests would be conducted to
ensure roof trusses were strong
enough, and that wall panels
would be added to help brace
the structure.

“These are old trusses,” he
said. “We want to make sure

everything’s good, because we
will be increasing the load on
the building.”

Work is expected to be com-
pleted by late May, with com-
missioners due to give final
contract approval for the work
during a Wednesday business
session. Other renovations to
the dirt-floored arena likely

will follow, depending on fund-
ing.

In addition to the complaint
letter from Lawless, the county
has been notified that fair
board member Bob Nelson
resigned, about two weeks ago.

Nelson said that communica-
tion was the problem.

He said the fair board never

got a visit from the project’s
architect or Johnson, despite
the fair board’s role in raising
about $350,000 for the work.

He also is irked that the
board hasn’t been consulted
regarding efforts announced
this week to bring additional
horse racing to the fairgrounds.

“Going forward, when some-

body wants to do something
with the fairgrounds, it would
be nice to start with the board,”
Nelson said.

Like the county parks
department, the fairgrounds is
self-sufficient, receiving no
local taxpayer revenue and
paying the bills in large part
through building and facility
rentals.

The Ford Family Foundation
pledged $150,000 and the Grants
Pass Rotary Club pledged about
$200,000 toward the arena’s ren-
ovation.

Despite the complaint, the
pending work on the arena roof
was welcomed by the director
of the fairgrounds, Tamra Mar-
tin, who said the project was a
step in the right direction.

“It’s another sign that the
fairgrounds is thriving and we
are growing,” Martin said. “We
have some really great energy
for the fairgrounds..”

In related matters, county
officials and the fair board have
been working toward develop-
ing a master plan for the fair-
grounds.

On top of the plans for
improvements to accommodate
expanded horse racing, Dutch
Bros Coffee’s Love Abounds
Foundation is constructing four
all-weather soccer fields in the
racetrack’s infield.
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Gene T. Brunson
Gene T. Brunson, 77, of

Grants Pass died Monday,
April 1, 2019, at his home.
Arrangements are pending
with Hull & Hull Funeral
Directors.

———
Evelyn Mae Sossong

Evelyn Mae Sossong, 96, of
Williams died Tuesday, April
2, 2019, at Regency Care-
Rogue Valley. Private inter-
ment will be held at Eagle
Point National Cemetery. Hull
& Hull Funeral Directors is in
charge of arrangements.

———
Mary Hallock

Mary “Ann” Hallock, 88, of
Grants Pass died Wednesday,
April 3, 2019, at her home.
Arrangements are pending
with Hull & Hull Funeral
Directors.

———
Beverly E. Chapman

Beverly E. Chapman, 80,
of Grants Pass died Wednes-
day, April 3, 2019, at Asante
Rogue Regional Medical Cen-
ter. Arrangements with
Stephens Family Chapel.

———
To place an obituary,
call Tamara Stuebing
at 541-474-3714 or email

obits@thedailycourier.com.

Obituaries

Despite objection, new roof for fairgrounds arena OK’d

DOJ: No investigation into day care death politicsRockaway
Beach must
pay $213K to
beachfront
homeowner

Food & Friends serves both
Josephine and Jackson counties
through congregate meal sites
and home-delivered meals. All
area seniors are invited to the
various dining centers for lunch
and conversation. A donation is
requested.

Call 541-955-8839 for program
information and current volun-
teer opportunities.

In Josephine County and in
Rogue River, the nutritious, hot
meals are served from 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at all meal
sites.

Next week’s menu features:
Monday — Chicken ala king
Tuesday — Macaroni and

cheese
Wednesday —  Chili with

beans
Thursday — Roast pork with

gravy
Friday — Egg salad sand-

wich
Lunches are served every

weekday in Grants Pass at 215
Ringuette St. They are served
Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day at the Illinois Valley Senior
Center, 520 E. River Street in
Cave Junction.

Dining centers also are
located at the Merlin Communi-

ty Center, 109 Acorn St., on
Tuesdays and Thursdays; at the
Wolf Creek Community Center,
100 Railroad Ave., on Tuesdays
and Thursdays; and at
Wilderville United Methodist
Church, 7970 Redwood High-
way, on Wednesdays.

In Rogue River, meals are
served at the Rogue River
Community Center, 132 Broad-
way.

Seniors needing transporta-
tion in Josephine County to the
various dining centers or need-
ing more information may call
541-474-5452.

• IN GLENDALE. The dining
site in the Special People’s
Depot, 176 Glendale Town
Road, is open Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays from 10:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. A small donation
is requested.

Next week’s menu:
Tuesday — Western goulash

or Chicken hearty stew
Thursday — Meatloaf with

mashed potatoes
Friday — Breaded fish with

tartar sauce
Contact Senior Services in

Douglas County at 541-832-3220
for transportation and further
information.

Senior menus

SHAUN HALL/Daily Courier, 2018

The 1950s-era indoor arena at the Josephine County Fairgrounds is about to get a
new roof, with work due to begin after trusses supporting the roof are tested for
strength. According to one estimate, the new roof will be more than 42 tons heav-
ier than the current one, in order to meet fire safety requirements.

Fire calls
Grants Pass Fire and Rescue

9:09 p.m. Thursday, Williams
Highway at Allenwood Drive, vehicle
crash.
Rural/Metro Fire

9:09 p.m. Thursday, Williams
Highway at Allenwood Drive, vehicle
crash.

*All other calls not listed here were
for medical aid or non-emergent
smoke investigations.

By Brad Schmidt
The Oregonian

PORTLAND — The Oregon
Department of Justice said
Thursday it will not investigate
whether politics played a role in
the decision by regulators last
year to keep quiet the death of
an infant in day care.

Rep. Carl Wilson, the Ore-
gon House Republican leader,
requested an investigation last
month in response to report-
ing by The Oregonian. The
newsroom found that child
care regulators chose not to
include the death of 9-month-
old William Cannon in an
annual tally of deaths posted
online.

William died in August dur-
ing a contentious gubernatori-
al campaign and just days
after the Democratic incum-
bent, Kate Brown, fought cam-
paign attack ads that labeled
her soft on day care regula-

tion.
Brown has said her office

did not direct regulators to keep
William’s death quiet. State
regulators said they did not dis-
close the death because they
lacked clearance from Eugene
police, who are investigating
the case.

The Department of Justice
said Thursday it “has no
authority to conduct a civil or
administrative investigation”
into the matter. But Fred Boss,
the deputy attorney general,
told Wilson that prosecutors did
review it to determine if a crim-
inal investigation would be
appropriate.

“That review did not reveal
information that would sup-
port a reasonable probability
that an investigation would
lead to evidence sufficient to
warrant criminal charges,”
Boss wrote, adding that the
office would take no further
action.

William’s death has shined
a harsh light on continued
dysfunction in Oregon child
care regulation. Officials in
2017 pledged sweeping reforms
and better coordination fol-
lowing the death of a Portland

infant and investigations by
The Oregonian that highlight-
ed lax enforcement and safety
gaps.

Federal rules require the
Office of Child Care to disclose
annually on its website the
aggregate number of day care
deaths. But the agency did not
include William’s death in its
2018 numbers.

Wilson, the Grants Pass
Republican, last month asked
for an investigation by either
the Oregon or U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice. Federal
authorities say they will not
comment.

Wilson questioned whether
the Office of Child Care’s
actions were “gross negligence”
or a “calculated effort” by the
governor’s staff to sweep the
death under the rug for political
reasons.

A spokesman for the House
Republicans, Greg Stiles, con-
firmed Wilson received the let-

ter Thursday.
“We’re disappointed they

chose not to follow up and look
into it,” he said.

The Oregonian has high-
lighted more day care prob-
lems since revealing William’s
death.

The state’s chief medical
examiner did not perform a
forensic autopsy on William,
leaving county and state offi-
cials pointing fingers over
blame, the newsroom reported.
A criminal case into William’s
death remains under investiga-
tion and William’s mother ques-
tions if the lack of a forensic
autopsy means official missed
any clues.

Meanwhile, in response to
questions from The Oregonian,
regulators have now acknowl-
edged that they previously did
not disclose the day care deaths
of two other children, from 2011
and 2012, citing inconsistencies
in state data.

That review did
not reveal infor-
mation that would
support a reason-
able probability
that an investiga-
tion would lead to
evidence sufficient
to warrant crimi-
nal charges.”

— FRED BOSS
Deputy attorney general

“

Briefly
Man accused of injuring
3-month-old sentenced

A man accused of severely
injuring his 3-month-old baby at
a residence in Grants Pass was
sentenced on Thursday to near-
ly six years in prison.

Joshua Eugene Whetzel, 27,
also was placed on three years of
post-prison supervision for his no-
contest plea in Josephine County
Circuit Court to charges of sec-
ond-degree assault and first-
degree criminal mistreatment.

The case began on Jan. 23
when state child welfare case-
workers called police from
Asante Three Rivers Medical
Center, where an infant was
being treated for a fractured
skull.

Police said Whetzel had been
home alone with his baby son
for 30 minutes and admitted
that he threw the baby against
a wall out of frustration.

The infant was flown to Ore-
gon Health & Science Universi-
ty hospital in Portland with life-
threatening injuries. An update
on the baby’s status was not

immediately available.

Head-on crash closes
Williams Highway

Williams Highway was
closed for two hours Thursday
evening after a head-on crash
that Grants Pass police said
involved a drunken driver.

The crash happened at 7:02
p.m. near Allenwood Drive, just
south of New Hope Road.

The crash blocked the high-
way in both directions, and
traffic had to be diverted, but
injuries to the drivers were non-
life threatening.

According to police, David R.
Thomason, 62, no address listed,
drove a Cadillac Escalade into
oncoming traffic and crashed
into a truck, totaling it.

Thomason was cited on sus-
picion of reckless driving, and a
charge of DUII was referred to
the district attorney’s office,
according to police.

The other driver, Benjamin
Shane Satterfield, 53, was cited
on an outstanding 2013 misde-
meanor warrant.

Associated Press

ROCKAWAY BEACH — A
judge has ruled that the Ore-
gon coast town of Rockaway
Beach must pay $213,000 to a
beachfront property owner
who has fought for years to
stop his vacation home from
getting washed away by win-
ter storms.

The Oregonian reports in
an order Wednesday, Tillam-
ook County Circuit Judge
Jonathan Hill cited a state
law that allows him to award
legal costs to homeowner Tai
Dang if the city acted in ways
that were reckless or illegal.

Hill cited problems with
how Rockaway Beach handled
Dang's case. The first was by
granting Dang permits to
build the house on the beach-
front property in 2008, then
flipping its position and saying
Dang couldn't repair damage
to the home from storms
because the city now believed
he built too close to the ocean.

Attorneys representing
Rockaway Beach didn't
respond Thursday to a
request for comment.
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A few raindrops

By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

A whirlwind of change has
struck the Josephine County Fair-
grounds this year, with the future
promising more of the same.

Now that Dutch Bros Coffee co-
founder and CEO Travis Boersma
has received approval from the
Oregon Racing Commission to
bring expanded horse racing to the
fairgrounds racetrack as of next
fall, a master planning process for
the entire fairgrounds is expected
to get underway in earnest. That’s
on top of Boersma’s current work
to construct all-weather athletic
fields in the racetrack’s infield.

“We were stalled a little bit,”
fairgrounds director Tamra Martin

said. “We had to wait and see
(about expanded racing). Now that
that’s been done, we kind of have
more direction.”

Members of the fair board have
held special meetings over the last
year to plan the future of the fair-
grounds, with the next step now at
hand: the pending hire of a consul-
tant to look at what is possible.
Two open houses are envisioned,
with work expected to be completed
after the annual county fair is held
in August.

The county Board of Commis-
sioners has chosen a Portland con-
sulting company, PLACE, to do the
work, pending the signing of a con-
tract. That company, in concert

A rosy future for fairgrounds?

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

ASHLAND — There’s a dark side to Ore-
gon’s legalization of recreational marijuana,
the top federal law enforcement officer in the
state told an audience of mayors and city offi-
cials Friday.

“I care very much about this because of
substance abuse and drug trafficking,” U.S.
Attorney Billy Williams said at the League of
Oregon Cities spring conference at Ashland
Hills Inn. “We are a nation addicted. Sub-
stance abuse is a huge problem. I hear it from
mental health people. The effects on the ado-
lescent brain are real. As the country debates
this going forward, is anybody paying atten-
tion to this?”

Not to mention the criminal element,
Williams said.

“There’s a significant black market, and
guess what, they carry guns,” Williams said.

US Attorney:
The dark side of
legal marijuana
‘can’t be ignored’

By Jeff Mapes
Oregon Public Broadcasting

SALEM — Gov. Kate Brown has released
her long-awaited plan to tackle Oregon’s finan-
cially troubled public pension system.

The governor’s proposal, made public Fri-
day, includes a long list of ideas to raise around
$3.3 billion over the next 16 years to shield Ore-
gon schools from most of the rate hikes facing
Oregon public employers. State leaders are try-
ing to dig their way out of a pension debt now
estimated at nearly $27 billion.

The plan includes proposals that could
affect taxpayers, the business community and
the state’s 70,000 school employees. Among
other things, it calls for capping next year’s
“kicker” income tax rebate at $100 — a move
that would divert up to $500 million from tax-
payers into the PERS school rescue fund.

Brown details
plan to offset
PERS shortfall

Fariborz Pak-
seresht, head
of the state
Department
of Human
Services,
speaks at
Thursday’s
public hear-
ing convened
by Sen. Sara
Gelser.

KAYLEE DOMZALSKI
Oregon Public
Broadcasting

CHRIS BRISTOL/Daily Courier, 2017

The racetrack at the Josephine County Fairgrounds, shown here in November 2017, will see its horse racing schedule more
than double this year. Following the traditional fair meet, more racing is scheduled for September and October.

PLACE via Josephine County

A conceptual drawing of possible improvements at the
Josephine County Fairgrounds.

By Lauren Dake
Oregon Public Broadcasting

SALEM — Oregon lawmak-
ers want to know why the num-
ber of foster care children
being sent out of state has sky-
rocketed and how a 9-year-old
could be sent to Montana for
six months and never be
checked on by a caseworker.

“Something here has gone
very, very wrong,” said Sen.
Sara Gelser, D-Corvallis, who
chairs the Senate Committee on

Human Services and convened
a hearing Thursday with state
officials who oversee child wel-
fare. “We cannot ignore it and
we have to keep this issue front
and center until we are satis-
fied each of these kids are
safe.”

There are 85 foster care kids
from Oregon currently in out-
of-state facilities.

Gelser said when she first
received the list of the
providers housing Oregon’s
children, she started googling

the names. Stories of licensing
violations, arrests, sexual
assaults and overuse of
restraints all started coming
up. That raised a lot of red
flags, she told child welfare
officials.

And then Gelser raised the
most recent story of a 9-year-
old who has been in a facility in
Montana since October, and no
one from the state or any third-
party contracted caseworker

By Eric Tucker and Ben Fox
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The decision
to seek the extradition of Julian
Assange marked a dramatic new
approach to the founder of Wik-
iLeaks by the U.S. government, a
shift that was signaled in the early
days of the Trump administration.

President Barack Obama’s Jus-
tice Department had extensive
internal debates about whether to
charge Assange amid concerns the
case might not hold up in court and

would be viewed as an attack on
journalism by an administration
already taking heat for leak prose-
cutions.

But senior Trump administra-
tion officials seemed to make clear
early on that they held a different
view, dialing up the rhetoric on the
anti-secrecy organization shortly
after it made damaging disclosures
about the CIA’s cyberespionage
tools.

“WikiLeaks walks like a hostile
intelligence service and talks like a
hostile intelligence service,” former

CIA Director Mike Pompeo said in
April 2017 in his first public speech
as head of the agency.

“Assange and his ilk,” Pompeo
said, seek “personal self-aggran-
dizement through the destruction of
Western values.”

A week after the CIA director’s
speech, then-Attorney General Jeff
Sessions said the arrest of Assange
was a priority, part of a broader
Justice Department crackdown on
leakers.

“We’ve already begun to step up
our efforts, and whenever a case

can be made, we will seek to put
some people in jail,” he said.

Pompeo, now secretary of state,
declined Friday to discuss the
issue, citing the now-active legal
pursuit of Assange following his
removal a day earlier by British
authorities from the Ecuadorian
Embassy in London.

The administration won’t say
why they decided now to charge
Assange with a single count of com-
puter intrusion conspiracy that

Charging Assange reflects dramatic shift in US approach

Senate committee seeks answers
to Oregon’s foster care issues
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Billy Williams, U.S. Attorney for Ore-
gon, said the state has seen more
consumption, more crime and more
addiction since recreational marijuana
was legalized in Oregon in 2015.

• $1 billion plan to support
schools has hearing. Page 3A.

Expanded horse racing schedule and the prospect of a new master plan are stirring excitement



dates to 2010. Back then, Wik-
iLeaks is alleged to have helped
Chelsea Manning, then a U.S.
Army intelligence analyst,
crack a password that gave her
higher-level access to classified
computer networks.

Nor will they say whether
the Obama administration had
the same evidence that forms
the basis of the indictment, or
whether Assange will face addi-
tional counts if he is extradited
to the United States.

But a U.S. official, speaking
on condition of anonymity to
discuss internal and legal mat-
ters, traced the genesis of the
indictment to what’s known as
the “Vault 7 leak” in 2017, when
WikiLeaks released thousands
of pages of documents reveal-
ing details about CIA tools for
breaking into targeted comput-
ers, cellphones and consumer
electronics.

A former CIA software engi-
neer was charged with violating
the Espionage Act by providing
the information to WikiLeaks
and is to go on trial later this
year in New York. And the leak
was a tipping point in deciding
to pursue Assange, the official
said.

It ended years of ambiva-
lence about what to do about
Assange, who was hailed by
many when WikiLeaks pub-
lished hundreds of thousands of
State Department cables and
U.S. military documents,
including many that revealed
previously unknown facts about

the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan and the detainees
held at the U.S. base at Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba.

Even today, Assange and
WikiLeaks have supporters
around the world, amid a
debate over whether the dis-
semination of raw, unfiltered
documents and data counts as
journalism.

Daniel Ellsberg, the former
military analyst behind the
famed leak of the secret history
of the Vietnam War known as
the Pentagon Papers, called the
charging of Assange an “omi-
nous” effort to criminalize a
necessary component of jour-
nalism.

“The charges are based on
facts that were known through-
out the Obama administration,
which chose not to indict
because of the obvious chal-
lenge to the First Amendment
that would involve,” Ellsberg
said.

A former Justice Depart-
ment official, who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity to discuss
internal discussions, said there
was an extensive debate within
the government over the feasi-
bility of charging Assange with
the publication of stolen, classi-
fied materials.

But prosecutors grew con-
cerned that such a case would
not hold up in court. Even
though officials did not agree
with Assange’s self-characteri-
zation as a journalist, the for-
mer official said, there was
concern that it would be hard to
justify charging him with
actions that more conventional
journalists take.

with other local consultants,
already has been working with
Boersma on improvements to
the track area, including grand-
stands and restroom improve-
ments.

The PLACE team includes
specialists in engineering,
architecture and economics.
The company submitted a 30-
page proposal to the county. It
was signed by project manager
Jocelyn Bates.

“The plan for revitalization
of multipurpose facilities to
serve as a civic heart is of espe-
cially high interest to our
team,” Bates wrote.

Horse racing at the fair-
grounds typically takes place
over four weekends each sum-
mer, but additional racing will
now take place in the fall and,
as of next year, in the spring as
well. Boersma’s deal with the
racing commission is for three
years, with the possibility of
going longer.

Expanded racing undoubted-
ly will boost tourism. Boersma
is a racehorse owner himself.
He’s a big soccer fan, too.

Two years ago, Boersma,
through Dutch Bros Coffee’s
Love Abounds Foundation,
agreed to the deal with the
county to build the fields. Multi-
ple fields are now under con-
struction at an estimated cost
of more than $500,000. When
completed, the fields should get
heavy use, with soccer tourna-
ments likely.

In yet another change at the
fairgrounds — one not directly
connected to Boersma — a new
$250,000 roof is going on the
huge indoor horse arena this
spring, thanks in large part to
donations. Other renovations
are planned for the arena,
which can be used for horse
shows, high school equestrian
team activities and other
events, including rodeos.

“I’m super-excited for the
fairgrounds,” said Lonnie John-
son, vice chairman of the
Josephine County Fair Board.
“Things sure look rosy.”

That assessment is in con-
trast to talk just a few years
ago, when the fairgrounds was

struggling financially and at
some risk of closure, after a
county funding crisis struck in
2012. However, a determined
effort by fairgrounds supporters
prompted building upgrades,
increased rental of buildings
and more donations from the
community and organizations.
The fairgrounds receives no
local taxpayer funding.

In 2017, funding was made
more stable when Boersma
agreed to build the fields and
lease them for $50,000 a year for
10 years, with options for four
additional five-year leases. He
and his spokespersons also
have discussed making
improvements to the grand-
stands, nearby structures and
restrooms, too.

Boersma then came through
again about two weeks ago,
when he reached a three-year
agreement with the Oregon
Racing Commission to bring
commercial racing to the fair-
grounds.

Next up, Martin said, are
contract negotiations with
PLACE to determine a scope of
work. The options are many.

“There’s lots of ideas out
there,” she said. “We do want to
hear from the public.”

County assistant legal coun-
sel Leah Harper said a contract
with PLACE might be finalized
in a week or two. Costs for the
work and who pays for it have
yet to be decided.

There are a lot of moving
parts to the current situation.

Figuring into the future of
the fairgrounds is a recent
move by the county Board of
Commissioners to purchase 6
acres of property between the
Rogue River and the racetrack.
Possibilities for that property

include a concert venue or relo-
cation of the fairgrounds RV
park.

Commissioners also have
discussed the possibility of relo-
cating nearby county facilities
and yards out of the area in
order to free up space for a pos-
sible hotel, convention/meeting
center and commercial area.

Currently near the fair-
grounds are county facilities for
public works, transit, parks,
forestry and extension service
facilities. Funding for those
moves, however, would be key.

“You have to be able to
finance it,” Martin said.

The area around the fair-
grounds is within the bound-
aries of a City of Grants Pass
urban renewal district, which
could help underwrite public
improvements near the fair-

grounds.
Commissioners also have

recently discussed the possibili-
ty of receiving state or federal
funding to pave the parking lot
outside the YMCA, which is
adjacent to the racetrack
grandstands. The YMCA is con-
sidering expanding, too. In
addition, the county owns sev-
eral parcels of property west of
the YMCA and racetrack, gen-
erally along Pansy Lane, pro-
viding yet more options for
future development.

The fair board meets at 6
p.m. Tuesday in the Floral
Building at the fairgrounds to
discuss the latest changes and
upcoming events, including the
annual county fair, a rodeo on
April 20 and a “Bacon, Brews
and Broncs” event that same
day.
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Upgrade From 1A

Assange From 1A

SHAUN HALL/Daily Courier

A temporary graveled road allows the passage of heavy equipment across the
racetrack at the Josephine County Fairgrounds, where the charitable arm of Dutch
Bros Coffee is constructing synthetic turf athletic fields in the infield.

PLACE via Josephine County

A conceptual drawing of possible improvements at the
Josephine County Fairgrounds.

SHAUN HALL/Daily Courier

“There’s a lot of ideas out there,” said Tamra Martin,
the manager of the Josephine County Fairgrounds.

SCOTT STODDARD/Daily Courier, 2018

Horse racing at the Josephine County Fairgrounds
typically takes place over four weekends in June and
July, but additional races will be coming this fall.
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By Kim Tong-Hyung
and Eric Talmadge
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — North
Korea announced that it will sus-
pend nuclear tests and interconti-
nental ballistic missile launches
ahead of its summits with Seoul
and Washington, but stopped
short of suggesting it has any
intention of giving up its hard-
won nuclear arsenal.

The announcement, which sets
the table for further negotiations
when the summits begin, was
made by leader Kim Jong Un at a
meeting of the North Korean rul-
ing party’s Central Committee on
Friday. It was reported by the
North’s state-run media early
Saturday.

Kim justified the suspension to
his party by saying the situation
around North Korea has been
rapidly changing “in favor of the

Korean revolution” since he
announced last year that his
country had completed its
nuclear forces.

He said North Korea has
reached the level where it no
longer needs underground testing
or test-launching of ICBMs, and
added that it would close its
nuclear testing facility at Pung-
gye-ri, which was already
believed to have been rendered
unusable due to tunnel collapses

after the North’s test of its most
powerful bomb to date last year.

The announcement is Kim’s
opening gambit to set the tone for
summit talks with South Korean
President Moon Jae-in, set for
Friday, and U.S. President Don-
ald Trump, expected in late May
or early June.

Trump almost immediately
responded with a tweet, saying,

North Korea says it’s halting
nuclear and missile testing

By Troy Shinn 
of the Daily Courier

Is Grants Pass City Hall a gun-free zone? Yes and
no.

The question of where firearms are banned came
up earlier this week after the Daily Courier reported
that Josephine County Commissioner Lily Morgan is
under investigation by the Oregon Department of Jus-
tice for allegedly violating a rule barring firearms in
the county courthouse.

During a City Council meeting on Wednesday,
Councilor Barry Eames wondered whether it was legal
to bring a gun into the City Council Chambers.

“I’d like to know who’s toting and who isn’t,”
Eames said.

Enforcing no-gun
policy at City Hall
is complicated

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

The first phase of construction
of new athletic fields inside the
racetrack at the Josephine Coun-
ty Fairgrounds should begin soon
as details emerge on the project
envisioned by Dutch Bros. Coffee
co-founder and CEO Travis
Boersma two years ago.

Boersma had hoped to see a
field in use by now, but the com-
pany still expects people playing
soccer this summer, part of a
long-term plan for a sports com-
plex.

The most recent estimate for
the first artificial turf field was
$565,000, said Jen Wheatley of
Love Abounds, the community
involvement arm of Dutch Bros.

“It will be ready to play on by
some time this summer,” Wheat-
ley told the Daily Courier this
week. “We’re definitely moving,
and the speed will increase
soon.”

The latest challenge has been
coexisting with horse racing, with
training already underway for
the 2018 season this summer.

At some point construction

work will be limited to between
noon and 6 p.m. on weekdays so
horses can work out in the morn-
ing, and the track can be worked
on at night, said Rod Lowe, presi-
dent of the Southern Oregon
Horse Racing Association.

That schedule will continue
when the race meet starts.

After delays, soccer field at fairgrounds
could be completed by this summer

Rural/Metro Division
Chief Austin Prince
gives “high-fives” to
Brandon Griffith and
Coleman Reimuller
during Friday’s Heroes
Run at Madrona Ele-
mentary School. Stu-
dents jogged laps to
raise money for a new
playground and to
honor emergency
responders. See story,
Page 5A.

TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

Josephine County residents won’t have to drive to
Grants Pass or Cave Junction for hard liquor any-
more.

The Oregon Liquor Control Commission has select-
ed 10 new locations around the state for liquor sales,
and three of them are in rural Josephine County: Hid-
den Valley Market in Murphy, Ray’s Food Place in
Merlin, and Ray’s in Selma.

Another Ray’s Market in downtown Gold Hill also
made the list.

Three county markets
approved to sell liquor

By Maxine Bernstein 
The Oregonian

Shortly after the deadly roadblock con-
frontation with Oregon standoff
spokesman Robert “LaVoy” Finicum in
2016, an FBI Hostage Rescue Team super-
visor checked on his agents at the scene:
“Guys are you OK? Anybody shoot? Are
you guys good?’’

The members of the elite tactical squad
either nodded or gave the supervisor a
thumbs-up.

Except one.
FBI Agent W. Joseph Astarita replied,

“Dude, you know you can’t ask me that
right now,’’ according to a fellow agent
who heard him.

The comment is included in newly

released transcripts from hearings before
the federal grand jury that indicted
Astarita for allegedly lying about firing
two shots that missed Finicum moments
before state troopers fatally shot him.

While prosecutors have previously
recounted in court what FBI agents and
supervisors said at the roadblock that
Jan. 26, the transcripts provide the first
explanation from the agents themselves.

Except for Astarita, the agents are
identified only by their initials in the tran-
scripts. 

They were unsealed after The Oregon-
ian newspaper and Oregon Public Broad-
casting filed a motion in court challenging
a protective order issued in the case.

Newly released documents detail
FBI testimony after Finicum shooting

HIGH-FIVES
FOR HEROES

JEFF DUEWEL/Daily Courier

Construction on a new soccer field at the Josephine County Fairgrounds is waiting for final engineering, and Love
Abounds, the community involvement arm of Dutch Bros. Coffee that’s funding the project, expects the field to be
done sometime this summer. The final engineering has to deal with drainage near the fairgrounds infield, and how to
buffer a 12-foot strip inside the railing shown here to protect horses and jockeys during horse racing.

TROY SHINN/Daily Courier

This is one of the signs warning visitors to
City Hall in Grants Pass not to carry firearms
or other dangerous weapons. 

Hidden Valley Market in Murphy, Ray’s Food Place
in Merlin and Selma could be selling by July
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Gerlitz Engineering Con-
sultants had to revise a plan
for a concrete strip and curb
that would circle the inside of
the track, and outside of the
soccer field, and move a large
drain location, so that any
jockeys and horses wouldn’t
fly over the rail and land on
concrete.

Representatives of the Ore-
gon Racing Commission,
SOHRA, the Josephine County
Fair, Love Abounds and exca-
vating contractor Robco were
working that out last week at
the track, said fair manager
Peggy Anderson.

“We all went over what
was going on,” Lowe said. “I
think we’ve ironed out a cou-
ple of concerns.”

Lead engineer Justin Ger-
litz said the exact design revi-
sion hasn’t been finished, but
one consideration is a
bioswale, or landscaping with
vegetation and drainage.

“We’ll be done here short-
ly, in the next week or two,”
Gerlitz said. “It’s almost
ready for construction. It’s
definitely the first phase of an
exciting project. We all have
high hopes we can do addi-
tional fields out into the
future.”

Gerlitz is designing an
entire complex, and a second
regulation-sized soccer field
would sit next to the first one.
Baseball and softball fields
are also in the plans.

Anderson said the county
has to sign off on engineering
for the first phase, but “I don’t
see any holdup at all,” she
said.

Boersma, a big soccer fan
who also owns race horses,
worked out a contract with
the fair moe than a year ago
to build one field, with the
possibility of additional fields,
and to lease the facility for
$50,000 a year.

When not in use, the facili-
ty would be available for pub-
lic use, including use by the
nearby YMCA.

Dutch Bros.’ Love Abounds
has also pledged to beautify
the facade of the grandstand
that faces Redwood Highway
at an estimated cost of
$150,000.

The idea behind the whole
project is to provide opportu-
nities for youth sports, includ-
ing football and softball,
Wheatley said. And it’s a way
to encourage young people to
be healthy.

In addition, the improve-
ments can have an economic
impact, particularly if multi-
ple fields attract tournaments.

The fields will complement
other fields at Reinhart Volun-
teer Park, located just across
the nearby Rogue River via
the pedestrian bridge.

The youth sports theme
also fits in with a newly
reconstructed BMX bicycle
race track near the YMCA.

———
Reach reporter Jeff Duewel

at 541-474-3720 or
jduewel@thedailycourier.com

Associated Press

HOUSTON — Four former
presidents joined ambassadors,
sports stars and hundreds of
other mourners on a gray,
rainy Saturday at the private
funeral for former first lady
Barbara Bush, filling the
nation’s largest Episcopal
church a day after more than
6,000 people paid their respects
to the woman known by many
as “America’s matriarch.”

Former President George
H.W. Bush was helped into the
cavernous sanctuary with a
wheelchair behind his sons, for-
mer President George W. Bush
and former Florida Gov. Jeb
Bush, and other Bush relatives
to remember his wife of 73
years. Barbara Bush died at
their home in Houston on Tues-
day at age 92.

Seated near the front of the
church, in the same pew, were
two other former presidents —
Bill Clinton and Barack Obama
— along with their wives and
current first lady Melania
Trump.

Flags were flown at half-
mast for the wife of the nation’s
41st president and mother of the
nation’s 43rd as the service

began at St. Martin’s Episcopal
Church in Houston, as the choir
sang “My Country Tis of Thee.”
The church is adorned with
sprays of yellow garden roses,
yellow snap dragons, antique
hydrangeas and other flowers.

Among the other roughly
1,500 guests were former Rep.
Gabby Giffords and her hus-
band, retired astronaut Mark
Kelly, and professional golfer
Phil Mickelson, along with Karl
Rove, and other former White
House staff. 

President Donald Trump
isn’t attending to avoid security
disruptions and “out of respect
for the Bush family and friends
attending the service,” accord-
ing to the White House. He
released a statement Saturday
saying his “thoughts and
prayers” are “with the entire
Bush family.”

A burial will follow at the
Bush Library at Texas A&M Uni-
versity, about 100 miles north-
west of Houston. The burial site
is in a gated plot surrounded by
trees and near a creek where the
couple’s 3-year-old daughter,
Robin, who died of leukemia in
1953, is buried.

The family has said Barbara
Bush had selected son Jeb
Bush, the former Florida gover-

nor, to deliver a eulogy along
with her longtime friend Susan
Baker, wife of former Secretary
of State James A. Baker III,
and historian Jon Meacham,
who wrote a 2015 biography of
her husband.
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By Terry Tang
Associated Press

PHOENIX — U.S. health
officials on Friday told con-
sumers to throw away any
store-bought romaine lettuce
they have in their kitchens and
warned restaurants not to
serve it amid an E. coli out-
break that has sickened more
than 50 people in several states.

The U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention expand-
ed its warning about tainted
romaine from Arizona, saying
information from new illnesses

led it to caution against eating
any forms of the lettuce that
may have come from the city
of Yuma. 

Officials have not found the
origin of the contaminated veg-
etables.

Previously, CDC officials
had only warned against
chopped romaine by itself or as
part of salads and salad mixes.
But they are now extending the
risk to heads or hearts of
romaine lettuce.

People at an Alaska correc-
tional facility recently reported
feeling ill after eating from

whole heads of romaine lettuce.
They were traced to lettuce
harvested in the Yuma region,
according to the CDC.

So far, the outbreak has
infected 53 people in 16 states.
At least 31 have been hospital-
ized, including five with kidney
failure. 

No deaths have been report-
ed.

Symptoms of E. coli infec-
tion include diarrhea, severe
stomach cramps and vomiting.

The CDC’s updated advisory
said consumers nationwide
should not buy or eat romaine

lettuce from a grocery store or
restaurant unless they can get
confirmation it did not come
from Yuma. 

People also should toss any
romaine they already have at
home unless it’s known it didn’t
come from the area, the
agency said.

Restaurants and retailers
were warned not to serve or
sell romaine lettuce from
Yuma.

Romaine grown in coastal
and central California, Florida
and central Mexico is not at
risk, according to the Produce
Marketing Association.

The Yuma region, which is

roughly 185 miles southwest of
Phoenix and close to the Cali-
fornia border, is referred to as
the country’s “winter vegetable
capital.” It is known for its
agriculture and often revels in
it with events like a lettuce fes-
tival.

Steve Alameda, president of
the Yuma Fresh Vegetable
Association, which represents
local growers, said the out-
break has weighed heavily on
him and other farmers.

“We want to know what hap-
pened,” Alameda said. “We
can’t afford to lose consumer
confidence. It’s heartbreaking
to us. We take this very person-

ally.”
Growers in Yuma typically

plant romaine lettuce between
September and January. Dur-
ing the peak of the harvest sea-
son, which runs from mid-
November until the beginning
of April, the Yuma region sup-
plies most of the romaine sold
in the U.S., Alameda said. The
outbreak came as the harvest
of romaine was already near
its end.

While Alameda has not met
with anyone from the CDC, he
is reviewing his own business.
He is going over food safety
practices and auditing opera-
tions in the farming fields.

Americans told to toss romaine lettuce over E. coli fears

The selections are pending
final approval, expected in the
next three weeks. Store repre-
sentatives all predict they’ll be
selling booze some time in July.

“We saw a need and the OLCC
saw a need,” said Aaron Sandahl,
district manager for C&K Mar-
kets of Medford, which owns the
Ray’s franchises. “People always
ask ‘Where’s the nearest liquor
store?’ at all of these towns.”

All are the grocery hubs of
their communities. Their man-

agement had to make presenta-
tions in front of the OLCC
board earlier in the week.

“The 10 locations selected
are all high quality,” says Steve
Marks, OLCC executive direc-
tor, in a news release. “The
commission had to make some
really tough decisions. The
applicants submitted great pro-
posals and the selection was
highly competitive.”

The 10 new locations were
chosen out of 28 applicants,
based on the applicants’ back-
ground, knowledge and experi-
ence in retail business manage-
ment, inventory/cash manage-

ment, retail sales and opera-
tion, customer service/public
relations in a retail environ-
ment, and the financial ability
to open and operate a retail
liquor store. 

The commission wanted to
expand access to Oregonians
while at the same time minimiz-
ing impact on existing stores.

Hidden Valley Market owner
Rick Nichols, who also owns the
Wimer Market, said he’ll have
117 linear feet of shelf space
inside locked glass cabinets up
front, similar to tobacco sales
in the grocery store. A checker
or manager will have to unlock

the cabinets.
“We take it very seriously,

as far as protecting our kids,”
Nichols said.

Sandahl said at the Ray’s
store, more items will be out in
the open on shelves, but some
things will be locked.

“We’re going to have a store
within a store feel,” Sandahl
said. “We’ll have locking cabi-
nets for little bottles and high-
er-end stuff.”

Sandahl said the Selma store
will have the most items, 500,
because it has more shelf
space. The Merlin store will
have 257 items.

Liquor From 1A

4 former presidents among hundreds
of mourners at Barbara Bush’s funeral

TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier

The Hidden Valley Market, along with Ray’s Markets in Selma, Merlin and Gold Hill, will be selling hard liquor
some time in July, after the OLCC approved 10 new retail sites, giving the state 280 liquor stores.

Soccer From 1A

Outbreak has infected 53 people in 16 states, including five with kidney failure

DAVID J. PHILLIP/Associated Press

Grandson pallbearers prepare the casket of former first lady Barbara Bush during
the funeral service at St. Martin’s Episcopal Church on Saturday.
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By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

It’s getting hot and burn
piles are getting loose.

As a result, local fire agen-
cies have asked for a voluntary
suspension of open burning by
the public, beginning today
through early next week.

Illinois Valley Fire District
and Rural/Metro Fire Depart-
ment issued the pleas on social

media.
Temperatures are forecast

to hit 90 degrees in some areas
of the Rogue Valley by Friday,
and with afternoon breezes and
extended warm weather, the
agencies made their request.

While April was the third-
wettest since 1950 in Grants
Pass — more than 5 inches of
precipitation fell — it hasn’t
rained since April 19, almost
three weeks ago.

Fire season has not officially
started, and the Oregon Depart-
ment of Forestry said it has no
immediate plans to make such
a declaration. It typically
begins around June 1, ending
all outdoor burning.

But firefighters are already
busy — not unusual for early
May — and a lot of the work
has involved extinguishing
escaped burns.

Shelly Hoffer, the fire center

manager at ODF in Merlin, said
that in Josephine County, ODF
has run on seven fires so far,
the largest being 1 acre near
Reeves Creek Road in Selma,
from an escaped debris burn. In
one 24-hour period Monday and
Tuesday, ODF responded to
four escaped burns in Jackson
and Josephine counties.

Hoffer said today that it has-
n’t taken much to dry things out.

“All the winter kill grass and

Warm, dry weather has
ramped up fire concerns

By Sean Bassinger
of the Daily Courier

The owners of Copeland
Sand & Gravel say they have
been clear: They have no
interest in selling the front
portion of their property to the
city of Grants Pass.

That’s the part the city
wants for its new water treat-
ment plant, and may be will-
ing to go to court to pry from
the Ausland family. The busi-
ness has operated at the site
on Southeast J Street since the
1950s.

With negotiations apparent-

ly at an impasse, Steve Aus-
land and his daughter, Jen-
nifer Ausland, are hosting an
open house of their own to
coincide with the water treat-
ment plan’s open house today.
They hope it gives an opportu-
nity for people to get a
glimpse of the operation the
city keeps talking about at
council meetings and closed
sessions.

The Auslands say the city
has not been up-front about
the process, nor have they lis-
tened to the family’s request

Copeland owners
say city has not
been cooperative

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

As a sheriff’s deputy, Maria
Valdez knows a thing or two
about law enforcement, having
worked at the jail, and in planes
and vans extraditing prisoners
to and from distant locations,
and as an emergency dispatcher
during the past 17 years.

She’s worked under three
sheriffs.

Now the job description has
changed to coordinator for
Josephine County Search and

Rescue. She succeeds Cory
Krauss, who recently retired.

Sheriff Dave Daniel said
Valdez is one of only two female
search and rescue coordinators
in the state.

“I think we’re lucky to have
her,” Daniel said. “She’s a per-
fect fit for the position, very
competent and thorough.”

Valdez, 42, a Medford native,
spent the last six months train-
ing under Krauss, and joined a
few searches in neighboring
counties. One was for a snow-
boarder lost in December near

Mt. Ashland Ski Area. He was
found.

She drove one of the Sno-
Cats on that one, and when Dou-
glas County was bombarded
with snow in February, cutting
off thousands from power, she
handled communications in the
command post in Roseburg.

She’ll oversee a small army
of local volunteers who look for
people lost in snow, rescue peo-
ple trapped in ravines, and send
trained dogs sniff them out.

There are now 106 active vol-
unteers in Josephine County

Search and Rescue, with spe-
cialties of rope rescue, K9 team,
ground searching, dive team
and others. Of those, 19 recently
graduated from the Josephine
County Search and Rescue
academy. 

“I just want them to help
them do their jobs, because
what they do is really great,”
Valdez said. “It’s not just about
searches, it’s mostly about help-
ing.”

She said working with the
stress of dispatch should pre-
pare her for managing life and

Sheriff’s deputy will now be leading
Search and Rescue department

By Tony Schick
Oregon Public Broadcasting

The way James Nash
recalls it, a bull hippopotamus
charged at him out of the Tan-
zanian brush. It nearly killed
him — he fired the last shot
with his gun barrel touching it.

He killed the animal in self
defense, Nash said, and sup-
plied the meat to Maasai fami-
lies near the Selous Game
Reserve. He skinned a bit of
the hide to make a pair of
boots for his father. The
money from his hunting trip

aided the fight against poach-
ing.

That’s not the image envi-
ronmental advocates saw
when they looked up Nash’s
Instagram account. They saw
him standing above a dead
animal, its head propped on a
rock and its mouth pried open,
along with a caption from
Nash about having its skull
shipped to him.

After Gov. Kate Brown nom-
inated Nash for the Oregon
Fish and Wildlife Commission,

Democrats spike nomination
of big-game hunter to Fish
and Wildlife Commission

By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

The dirt infield of the race track
at the Josephine County Fair-
grounds is about to go green.

Heavy rolls of synthetic turf
were moved last week to the huge
infield. In a week or so, the giant
carpets will be rolled out and
patched together to form the first
of several multi-use soccer fields
there.

As Robco workers unloaded the
turf, Kendra Lellis of the Love
Abounds Foundation looked on.
The foundation, which is the chari-
table arm of Dutch Bros Coffee, is
bankrolling the work. Robco has
been hired for the job.

“This is our main focus right
now,” said Lellis, who points out
that the fields will be multi-use and
not solely for soccer. “The turf will
be going down any day, probably
next week.”

Lellis said two large fields will
be installed, along with several
smaller ones. At least one large
field is expected to be in place by
the end of August. The entire
infield might not be covered for a
year.

Robco has installed drainage
and rock, which will be topped with
sand, turf and tiny rubber pieces. A
good portion of the infield right
now is covered in rock.

Synthetic turf readied for playing fields at the fairgrounds
Robco worker Richard

Clark moves rolls of
synthetic turf last

week on the infield of
the horse race track at
the Josephine County
Fairgrounds, in antici-
pation of installation

work to begin shortly
to create several play
fields there. The Love
Abounds Foundation,

a charitable arm of
Dutch Bros Coffee, is

funding the work.
SHAUN HALL/Daily Courier

GOP senators
a no-show

All 12 Republicans went missing
in Salem, delaying a vote on a
$1 billion education tax package.
Story, Page 3A

TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier

Maria Valdez (right) took over last week as Josephine County Search and Rescue coordinator, replacing Cory
Krauss (left), who retired.

SEAN BASSINGER/Daily Courier

Steve Ausland, owner of Copeland Sand & Gravel,
offers a tour of the 17-acre site Tuesday. Ausland
says the city first approached him about using a
9-acre portion of the land for a new water treatment
plant, though he has no interest in giving up that
portion of the property.

Auslands have no interest in selling front portion 
of property for city’s new water treatment plant

Medford native Valdez one of only two female search coordinators in state
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death situations that pop up for
Search and Rescue.

“Every day you’re dealing
with the worst day of some-
body’s life,” she said of the dis-
patch duty. “It takes a toll.”

She’s anxious about the
potential for lots of evacuation
decisions in the event of another
busy wildfire season similar to
2018, when the Taylor Creek and
Klondike fires affected hun-
dreds of county residents.

A good working relationship
with Emergency Services Man-
ager Sara Rubrecht will help,
she said.

Rubrecht preceded Krauss as
Search and Rescue coordinator,
and oversaw the Kim Family
search in 2006, when James
Kim’s wife, Katie, and two
young daughters were rescued
after being stranded on a
remote road off of Bear Camp
Road in a snowstorm. James
Kim died of exposure after
walking 17 miles to find help.

Rubrecht oversaw much
expansion and equipment

upgrades in her time, when
Title 3 money from the Secure
Rural Schools legislation was
plentiful. But new rules in the
updated legislation in 2016 don’t
allow Title 3 money to go to
Search and Rescue.

Still, a drone was added last
year, adding to a nice fleet that
includes a mobile command
post, one Sno-Cat, eight various
all-terrain or utility vehicles,
rafts, and other equipment built
up over the years.

It’s all still under warranty,
Rubrecht said.

The nonprofit Friends of

Search and Rescue contributes
about $35,000 to the cause each
year. The county pays only for
Valdez’s position and fuel.

Krauss became a deputy in
1999 and took over for Rubrecht
in 2012. He said after some down
time he’ll teach ground search
techniques at the state level, and
volunteer on local searches.

He’s proudest of saving a
couple of lives, one when he and
another deputy interrupted a
man trying to kill his wife, and
another murder-suicide attempt
that ended in suicide but no sec-
ond victim.

He participated in some har-
rowing searches, rescues and
recoveries, including the body
recovery of a California rafter
who drowned in Wildcat Rapid
below Grave Creek on the
Rogue River in 2016.

It was a tough month as
Krauss and Sheriff Daniel put in
long hours looking for the
wreckage and bodies in the Bel-
nap plane crash tragedy off the
coast at Brookings. That crash
killed pilot John Belnap, 43, his
son, Max Belnap, 17, and Max’s
friend, Ryan Merker, 17, all of
Grants Pass.

The search for an elderly
dementia patient who wandered
off a few years ago and
drowned in the Rogue near
Grants Pass was also tough
emotionally, Krauss said.

Krauss added “Search and
Rescue is in good shape and it’s
going to be in good hands with
Maria.”

Daniel will miss Krauss but
welcomes Valdez.

“It’s hard to come up with
words,” Daniel said. “He’s been
a total asset. Cory’s shoes will
be hard to fill. Maria’s got a
challenge ahead.”

environmental groups captured
the social media images and
shared them with reporters.
They singled out Nash and his
trophy hunting in a letter to the
governor, putting him in a spot-
light of controversy that includ-
ed sparring opinion pieces
about his qualifications.

The images became a kind
of conservationist Rorschach
test: Either Nash’s hunting of
big game was incompatible
with governing the state’s
wildlife, or he represents the
fading ideal of the Teddy Roo-
sevelt hunter conservationist.

“You won’t have to look
hard to find evidence to dispute
claims of my incompetence as
an ecologist, if you try,” Nash
said last week in an email to
Oregon Public Broadcasting.

The debate apparently
proved too controversial for the
Oregon Senate’s majority
Democrats, though. They pulled
Nash from the list of five fish
and wildlife commission nomi-
nees under consideration
Wednesday at a Senate Rules
Committee hearing.

Now that Nash’s name has
been spiked, those environmen-
tal groups say his big-game
hunting was never the real
issue. The real issue, they say,
is that Brown had a rare oppor-
tunity to change the culture at
the top of her fish and wildlife
agency and instead chose not
to.

“It was easy for everyone to
focus on Nash because of the
nature of those photos and how
they captured public outrage,”
said Quinn Read, Northwest

Director for Defenders of
Wildlife. “But to focus on him is
to miss the larger point, and
that is that Governor Brown put
forth a slate of commissioners
that are going to let industry
direct fish and wildlife policy.”

A big game hunter such as
Nash would not have been a
foreign concept for the Oregon
Department of Fish and
Wildlife. Since its beginnings,
the agency has been built on
hunting and fishing, pulling
almost all of its revenue from
sales of hunting and fishing
licenses or taxes on ammuni-
tion and fishing gear. Some of
the agency’s own biologists
over the years have taken their
own hunting trips to Africa.

But now, Oregon’s demo-
graphics are shifting. Fewer
people are hunting and fishing,
and the agency can’t bring in
enough money to support its
increasingly taxing mission.

As global reports cite ongo-
ing mass extinction, Oregon has
hundreds of sensitive non-game
species with no stable funding
source for conservation. State
biologists have expressed wor-
ries that some populations
could go extinct within Ore-
gon’s borders before ODFW
realizes they’re gone.

The sport hunting and fish-
ing community sees itself
shouldering more of the
agency’s financial burden while
seeing less and less in return.
Landowners in rural Oregon
say they’re scapegoated for
large-scale population declines.
Wildlife advocates say the fish
and wildlife commission
repeatedly kowtows to political
pressure because seat appoint-
ments have been used as trad-
ing stock.

All of this underlies the fight
environmental advocates have
now made public over the five
open seats on the fish and
wildlife commission, which
makes decisions on the state’s
most hotly debated wildlife
issues: from endangered
species listings to gill netting
and the Oregon wolf manage-
ment plan.

Those advocates say they’d
been working with the gover-
nor’s office to find candidates
of color and those who repre-
sent new ideas for wildlife con-
servation, but that they didn’t
see it in Brown’s choices.

“So what have we been doing
here in Oregon for the last few
decades?” said Arran Robert-
son of Oregon Wild. “What are
Governor Brown and the Senate
doing, putting representatives
from the logging, livestock and
commercial fishing industries
on the committee that manages
the state’s wildlife?”

Kate Kondayen, a spokes-
woman for the governor, said in
a statement sent Friday that
Brown’s appointments were
designed to “keep a balance of
diverse experiences and back-
grounds to ensure the concerns
of all Oregonians, urban and

rural, are reflected in the
state’s work.”

Kondayen cited the chal-
lenge of filling a commission
with requirements for specific
geographic representation and
subject matter expertise.

“This commission governs
an agency that has wide
responsibilities, and while the
agency does have notable deliv-
erables coming up, the gover-
nor expects the Commission to
carry forward on her vision for
the agency,” Kondayen said,
noting that Brown has called
for the agency to reestablish its
defunct habitat and conserva-
tion division. “These nomina-
tions are a strong commitment
to fulfilling the Department’s
mission to protect and serve all
wildlife, not just game species.” 

The résumés of Brown’s
selections include some of these
varied experiences — Nash
included. The former U.S.
Marine makes his living off
hunting, fishing and ranching
and has family ties to the Ore-
gon Cattlemen’s Association,
where his father served on the
organization’s wolf committee.
He also worked on a massive
Wallowa River restoration and
served on a state task force

charged with finding ODFW
revenue sources beyond hunt-
ing and fishing dollars. 

“The contribution in habitat
to wildlife made by Oregon’s
private landowners in tremen-
dously valuable,” Nash said in
his email exchange with OPB.
“As a fifth-generation rancher,
I’ve learned valuable lessons
about resilience and sustain-
ability. I know that if the
wildlife is living on your proper-
ty that you are managing it
well.”

Mark Labhart is another
commission nominee that envi-
ronmental groups object to
based on his background work-
ing in forestry and his own
endorsement from the Oregon
Cattlemen’s Association.

“I’m not coming in with any
agenda on any item,” Labhart
said. “I’m going to hopefully be
the person in the middle trying
to look at both sides and draw
conclusions based on the infor-
mation.”

Labhart also chaired the
committee seeking alternative
revenue for ODFW. A resulting
bill from that work, pending in
the Legislature, would allocate
$17 million in new funds for the
agency’s conservation efforts.
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HIGHLANDS RANCH, Colo.
— Two high school students
used at least two handguns in
the shooting at a charter school
that killed one of their class-
mates and injured eight others
in a Colorado community that
just weeks ago marked the 20th
anniversary of one of the
nation’s worst school shootings,
authorities said today.

That Tuesday afternoon’s
attack at STEM School High-
lands Ranch happened just
miles from Columbine High
School was sure to raise ques-
tions about whether it was
inspired by the 1999 massacre,
but the answer was not immedi-
ately clear.

Douglas County sheriff’s offi-
cials said Devon Erickson, 18,
and a younger student who is a
juvenile and was not identified
walked into the STEM School
Highlands Ranch through an
entrance without metal detec-
tors and opened fire on students
in two classrooms.

Douglas County Sheriff Tony
Spurlock told reporters that the
suspects had a “number of
weapons.” 

They included two handguns
that Spurlock said the suspects
were not old enough to buy or
own.

Authorities on Tuesday iden-
tified the juvenile suspect as a
boy but Spurlock today told

reporters that the juvenile sus-
pect is a girl.

“We originally thought the
juvenile was a male by appear-
ance,” Spurlock said.

He declined comment when
asked by reporters if the juve-
nile suspect is transgender.

KMGH-TV reported late
Tuesday that the juvenile sus-

pect is a transgender male in
the process of transitioning
from female to male. The tele-
vision station cited anonymous
sources close to the investiga-

tion.
The student who was killed

was 18-year-old Kendrick Castil-
lo, according to his father, John
Castillo. He told television sta-
tion KMGH that his son was a
hero and he wanted people to
know about him.

Student Nui Giasolli told
NBC’s “Today” show that she
was in her British Literature
class when Erickson came in
late and pulled out a gun.

Giasolli said Kendrick Castil-
lo lunged at the gunman, who
shot the teen.

Castillo’s actions gave the
rest of the class time to get
underneath their desks and
then run across the room to
escape to safety, Giasolli said.

As gunfire echoed through
the school, students hid or ran
through the halls, some shout-
ing.

“No one really knew what
was going on so I didn’t know
they were bullets,” said sev-
enth-grader Sophia Marks. “I
just kind of saw like flashes and
we heard bangs.”

Within minutes, deputies at a
nearby sheriff’s department
substation entered the school
and arrested the two suspects
without exchanging gunfire.
One of the suspects was
detained by the school’s securi-
ty guard, Spurlock said.

Both suspects were students
at the school and they were not
previously known to authorities,
Spurlock said.

Two students suspected of killing classmate,
injuring 8 at charter school near Columbine

that they at least consider buy-
ing the back end of the proper-
ty instead of the front half.

“We’re a little miffed, a little
upset,” Steve Ausland said.
“We’re a lot less willing to be
so cooperative now than we
were in the past.”

The city has warned it might
go forward with condemnation
of the property under eminent
domain, citing a public need for
the site to build a new water
treatment plant. 

The current plant, built in
1931, would not withstand even
a moderate earthquake, city
officials say.

City officials say the front 9
acres of the nearly 17-acre
Copeland site would save
ratepayers the most money on

the roughly $80 million water
plant project, as opposed to
other locations.

Ausland said he struggles
with selling the front end more
than anything, warning that
without it he might be forced to
close shop. 

The previous asking price of
about $2 million, he said, was
also not enough in his eyes
since it would not cover any
potential relocation costs or
make up for lost wages.

Copeland Sand & Gravel has
its main storefront along the
corner of J Street and Mill
Street and sees a consistent
amount of customer traffic
daily, according to the Aus-
lands.

Several other businesses
including Reser’s Fine Foods,
RPM Diesel and several inde-
pendent truckers also share
space at the site.

City of Grants Pass trucks
were at the site Tuesday as
part of a series of environmen-
tal studies. 

The Auslands say the city
wants the front-end of the prop-
erty and has expressed no
interest in evaluating the back
end for potential contaminants.

On March 26, the city issued
a lengthy, 855-word press
release explaining why it was

considering condemnation at
all. 

The Auslands, according to
the city, initially were “willing”
sellers.

Since then, public discussion
of the controversial acquisition
has gone dark. 

City officials have not dis-
closed much else, often citing
the sensitivity of ongoing nego-
tiations with the Auslands as
discussed in closed-door execu-
tive sessions.

Councilor Valerie Lovelace
is one of three councilors who
has been to the site so far. Oth-
ers who have visited include
Joel King and council President
Tyler Flaming.

Lovelace commented that
they seem to have “quite an
operation going out there,”
adding that this was why it was
important for other councilors
to see the site.

Lovelace said she could not
go into further details, citing
the ongoing negotiations.

“I’m hoping that the other
councilors have the opportunity
and take that opportunity,” she
added.

So far it seems like a few
others could. Councilor Clint
Scherf sent a notice to Jennifer
Ausland on Tuesday that he,
Mayor Roy Lindsay and Coun-
cilor DJ Faszer could tour the
area soon. 

The Auslands said they also
intended to reach out to other
councilors they have not yet
contacted.

Lindsay said he wanted to
make the tour today but was
unable to attend due to other
obligations. 

He may set up another time
following the other councilors’
visits. He did not wish to com-
ment further, citing executive

session policies.
When asked about the

process itself, Lovelace did say
she wished that more could be
discussed out in the open. She
also said that she would like to
avoid sabotaging any current
negotiations.

“At this point there's no
easy answer,” Lovelace said.
“We just need to go one step at
a time and try to find a way to
work our way through it.” 

But the Auslands continue
to say that they either want to
sell the back end of the proper-
ty or nothing at all.

“Now I just want it over
with,” Steve Ausland said. “I’d
just as soon they just went
away and we went back to
work.”

———
Reach reporter Sean Bassinger

at 541-474-3806 or
sbassinger@thedailycourier.com

Copeland From 1A

“You have to make it per-
fect before you even lay that
turf down,” said Richard
Clark of Robco, the general
contractor for turf projects
at Grants Pass High School
and a subcontractor for a
turf project at Reinhart Vol-
unteer Park.

The project is the brain-
child of Dutch Bros co-
founder and CEO Travis
Boersma, who began his
company in Grants Pass and
is a big soccer fan.

He’s also a big horse rac-
ing fan. 

Two years ago, he struck
a deal with the county to
install turf and then lease
them for $50,000 a year. And
in March, he received a
license from the Oregon
Racing Commission to bring
expanded horse racing to the
fairgrounds, which typically
has only a summer season.
Fall racing is set to take
place this year, and spring,
summer and fall racing is
scheduled for next year.

Some horses already
have arrived at the fair-
grounds in anticipation of
the summer meet beginning
next month, and more are
expected in coming weeks.

To avoid spooking the
animals, the horses are
trained during the morning
while work on the fields
takes place in the afternoon.

———
Reach reporter Shaun Hall

at 541-474-3722 or
shall@thedailycourier.com.

DAVID ZALUBOWSKI/Associated Press

Officials guide students off a bus and into a recreation center where they were
reunited with their parents after a shooting at a suburban Denver charter school
on Tuesday in Highlands Ranch, Colorado.

needles are ready to go,” Hoffer
said. “One spark on an unattend-
ed burn will do it.”

Grants Pass Fire and Rescue
had to put out two small bark
dust fires in town on Tuesday.
One of them burned vinyl inserts
on a fence between the Super 8
motel and Diamond Home
Improvement on Northeast Sev-
enth Street. That fire was started
by a discarded cigarette, said Joe
Hyatt, the city’s fire marshal.

IV Fire responded to an
escaped burn Tuesday on Hol-
land Loop Road, one that was
rekindled from an earlier burn,
said Ned Booth, the agency’s
public information officer.

Already, larger wildfires are
breaking out. The 340-acre
Medco B Fire that started Sat-
urday between Prospect and
Butte Falls is in mopup stage.

On Tuesday, the Neil Rock
Fire ignited 8 miles northeast of
Gold Hill on the edge of Sams
Valley.

Natalie Weber of ODF said
the Neil Rock Fire has burned
9.5 acres. Fire personnel from
Medco B were sent to Neil
Rock, and engines from the
ODF Merlin base were also
sent.

The fire was spotted around
3:30 p.m. by one of ODF’s detec-
tion cameras that are positioned
on mountaintops around the
region, Weber said, and was
attacked by a helicopter, six
fire engines and a bulldozer. 

“It’s 100% lined this morning,
and we’re in mopup,” Weber
said. 

Weber said the cause of both
of those fires is undetermined
and under investigation.

Fire From 1A

We’re a lot less
willing to be so
cooperative now
than we were in
the past.”

— STEVE AUSLAND
Copeland Sand & Gravel

“
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 Alistaire Bays
 Illinois Valley High School

 Parents:
 Adam & Carrielyn Bays

 “ We’re so proud of you!
 Your hard work has paid off !”
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MONTGOMERY, Ala. —
Alabama’s Republican governor
has signed the nation’s strictest
abortion ban into law, making
performing an abortion a felony
in nearly all cases, punishable
by up to life in prison, and with
no exceptions for rape and
incest.

Gov. Kay Ivey said the law
she signed Wednesday is a testa-
ment to the belief that “every
life is a sacred gift from God.”

Democrats and abortion
rights advocates call it a slap in
the face to women.

The law faces certain legal
challenges on a journey to the
U.S. Supreme Court, where
Republicans hope President
Donald Trump’s appointees will
reverse Roe v. Wade and crimi-
nalize abortion nationwide.

Evangelist Pat Robertson is
among those who think it’s a
mistake, calling the Alabama
law too “extreme” and not the
best vehicle for overturning the
precedent set by the Supreme
Court in 1973. “I think this one
will lose,” he said on his televi-
sion show Wednesday, but “God
bless them, they are trying to do
something.”

Ivey acknowledged in her

signing state-
ment that the
law was crafted
specifically to
give the
Supreme
Court’s conserv-
ative majority a
chance to gut
abortion rights

nationwide. The abortion ban
would go into effect in six
months if it isn’t blocked by
legal challenges.

“It just completely disregards
women and the value of women
and their voice. We have once
again silenced women on a very
personal issue,” said Sen. Linda

Coleman-Madison, a Birming-
ham Democrat.

Coleman-Madison said she
hopes the measure awakens a
“sleeping giant” of women vot-
ers in the state.

But Republican pollster Chris
Kratzer noted that there is no
congressional district and likely
no legislative district in Alaba-
ma with enough swing voters to
put Republicans at serious risk.

“The people who are out-
raged about this are not the peo-
ple who are electing these guys,
generally speaking, especially
when we’re talking about the
primary,” he said.

Kratzer also argued that

there aren’t enough potential
swing voters and disenchanted
Republicans to make the issue
any kind of advantage for the
lone Democrat elected to
statewide office, U.S. Sen. Doug
Jones, who scored a surprise
win in a 2017 special election.

The legislation Alabama sena-
tors passed Tuesday would make
performing an abortion at any
stage of pregnancy a felony pun-
ishable by 10 to 99 years or life in
prison for the provider. There is
no exception for pregnancies
resulting from rape and incest.

The only exception would be
when the woman’s health is at
serious risk. Women seeking or

undergoing abortions wouldn’t
be punished.

Kentucky, Mississippi, Ohio
and Georgia recently approved
bans on abortion once a fetal
heartbeat is detected, which can
occur in about the sixth week of
pregnancy. Missouri’s Republi-
can-led Senate voted early today
to ban abortions at eight weeks,
with no rape or incest excep-
tions. Louisiana lawmakers
have been speeding toward
passing a six-week ban.

The Alabama bill goes fur-
ther by seeking to ban abortion
outright, and abortion rights
advocates vowed swift legal
action.

Alabama governor invokes God in banning nearly all abortions

again, off-again federal funding
was partly restored, sheriff’s
office employment numbers
inched upward, although they
still were fewer than 60 budget-
ed positions as late as 2017,
when voters narrowly approved
a five-year tax levy for the
county jail.

Revenue from the levy
prompted an intense recruit-
ment and hiring effort that con-
tinues, although low pay and a
national shortage of officers
are hindrances.

A year ago, the county
Board of Commissioners adopt-
ed a sheriff’s budget with 87
positions, with the board since
then increasing the number of
positions to the current 98. Last
week, the county released its
proposed budget for the fiscal
year beginning July 1, calling
for 100 sheriff’s office employ-
ees.

Even with the additions and
a full staff, however, Daniel
said he still can’t offer round-
the-clock patrols or a detective
division. 

Currently, deputies are on
the road 12 hours a day. Ore-
gon State Police, as they have
done since 2012, continue to fill
in much of the patrol and
detective gap, although that
agency has its own funding and
recruitment issues.

The Oregon Legislature is
considering House Bill 2046,
which would increase funding
and bring OSP up to 25th in the
nation in troopers per capita,
up from 49th (Florida is last).
The local OSP station, which
had 23 troopers in 1980, current-
ly is budgeted for 16 troopers,
including three recruits in
training and two vacancies,
according to station comman-
der Lt. Stephanie Bigman. If

the state funding comes
through, the number of local
troopers would rise to 34 by
2030, she said.

Daniel, too, would like to see
his numbers rise, even beyond
the 100 called for in the new
budget. He expects to tell the
budget committee what it
would take for round-the-clock
patrols: an estimated 18 addi-
tional deputies, dispatchers and
support staff, at an estimated
cost of $3 million.

“My main goal is 24/7,”
Daniel said. “If the sheriff’s
office had $3 million on top of
the proposed budget, they’d get
the services (24-hour patrols),”
he said. “That’s exciting.”

Where that $3 million might
come from is the question,
although Daniel sounded opti-
mistic, if not specific. He
rejects an additional tax levy to
get there.

“Working together with the
Board of County Commission-
ers and the citizens, I think
we’ll be able to figure a way,”
he said.

He’ll get his chance when
the budget committee meets
from 4-6 p.m. Tuesday at the
Basker Auditorium, 604 N.W.
Sixth St. Also scheduled to
make presentations after him is
Public Health director Michael
Weber and Juvenile Justice
director Jim Goodwin. The pub-
lic may comment.

The committee met for the
first time last week to consider
the county’s proposed 2019-2020
budget. The six-member com-
mittee, including three citizens
and all three commissioners, is
due to meet again May 28.
Sometime before July 1, the
board must approve a final
budget.

Specifically, Daniel is asking
only for a patrol lieutenant and
an additional administrative
assistant. In the last year,
since the last budget adoption,

commissioners funded two new
school officer positions and five
new positions for a marijuana
task force, using state marijua-
na tax revenue, although
there’s no bodies to fill those
positions yet. 

Four additional positions
were added in the last year
using federal funding.

The department’s proposed
budget is $15.2 million, up from
the current budget of $12.9 mil-
lion.

Besides the proposed
changes in the sheriff’s office,
new positions proposed for
other county departments
include a juvenile department
counselor, a property apprais-
er, a grant writer, a disabilities
act compliance coordinator and
a board office manager. 

In addition, four new schools
outreach workers (mental
health and prevention) were
added using state marijuana
revenue.

County finance director
Arthur O’Hare said payroll
costs countywide went up in the
last year an average of 5% due
to increases in medical costs
and mandated Public Employ-
ees Retirement System rate
increases.

The proposed county budget
is $144.5 million, up 18% from
$122.1 million currently, accord-
ing to O’Hare.

Actual proposed operating
expenses are $89.9 million, up
14% from $77.9 million current-
ly. 

About 82% of the county
budget is pass-through funding
from state and federal sources,
which come with major strings
attached.

The remaining 18% is avail-
able for general operations,
O’Hare said.

———
Reach reporter Shaun Hall 

at 541-474-3722 or
shall@thedailycourier.com.

Sheriff From 1A

seismic upgrades of the Aber-
nethy Bridge on Interstate
205. Those upgrades are part
of a transportation package
lawmakers passed in 2017,
but the bridge work is wait-
ing on the possible implemen-
tation of tolling before it
moves forward. Kotek said
this morning that she’d like
to begin sooner.

“It’s a seismic issue, it’s a
safety issue,” Kotek said. “We
need to upgrade the bridge
and put people to work.”

The bridge spans the
Willamette River between
Oregon City and West Linn.

Beyond the bridge, Kotek
is proposing spending roughly
$220 million on a fund to help
freight carriers in Oregon
transition to cleaner-burning
diesel engines. An additional
$220 million would go into a
new “Zero-Emission Fund”
which would create the infra-
structure to help the state
transition to zero-emission
vehicles, like electric cars.

Both the diesel and zero-
emission funds would be sub-
ject to annual audits.

The proposal has few
precedents — the personal
income tax kicker has been
redirected only once, as law-
makers grappled with a bud-
get shortfall in 1991. And it’s
not an easy task to accom-
plish. In order for her bill to
pass, Kotek needs two-thirds
support in both the House and
Senate. That means it would
need support from Republi-
cans, many of whom have
been adamant that every dol-
lar of the $1.4 billion kicker
should be returned to taxpay-
ers.

The kicker policy is unique
to Oregon and was enshrined
in the constitution in 2000. It
provides for tax rebates if
actual taxes collected by the
state in a given biennium are
2% or more above initial esti-
mates. This year, in what the
state’s economist called “seis-
mic events” the state was
flooded with unprecedented
income tax revenue in recent
months, assuring that initial
forecasts were far off actual
revenues.

Kotek said this morning
that she decided to move for-
ward with her proposal after

hearing the magnitude of the
expected kicker refund. She
contended that, even with
half the money stripped
away, the money flowing
back to taxpayers would be
comparable to other recent
refunds. Oregon has trig-
gered a kicker in each of the
last three bienniums.

“This is a historic-level
kicker,” Kotek said. “What I
think the opportunity we
have here is to have a con-
versation with voters over,
‘You’re still going to get a
very sizeable kicker.’”

Whether there’s any sup-
port for Kotek’s idea remains
to be seen. The speaker said
she had not briefed the gover-
nor on the plan and had only
mentioned it to Senate Presi-
dent Peter Courtney, D-
Salem, in passing.

Brown has voiced support
for diverting kicker money
recently. In April, the gover-
nor released a plan to
address the state’s ballooning
public pension debt that
would have redirected kicker
money to that purpose.

But Republicans will likely
be a hard sell. A statement
issued Wednesday by House
Minority Leader Carl Wilson,
R-Grants Pass, is typical of
their position on the matter.

“Let me make something
else clear to the supermajori-
ty: Every penny of the kicker
belongs to the people, not to
you,” Wilson said. “Any
attempt by Democrats to take
their hard-earned kicker
away from working Oregoni-
ans and squander it all on
growing government or
rewarding their campaign
donors will be met with
strong opposition by House
Republicans.”

Refund From 1A

The Daily Courier obtained
the TMB Racing’s application
through a public records request.

Multi-purpose soccer fields
(which are under construction
now in the infield), an amphithe-
ater concert venue facing the
Rogue River, running track,
glass pavilion and even a con-
vention center-hotel are part of
the vision.

Boersma said most of it is just
conceptual at this point, but by
the fall he expects the racetrack
to be widened and lights erected
to allow night racing.

The traditional summer rac-
ing meet, operated by the South-
ern Oregon Horse Racing Associ-
ation, is just one month away,
and on Tuesday sand was being
dumped on the track to help the
surface accommodate wetter
conditions. The nine-day meet
runs from June 15 to July 7.

SOHRA will be heavily
involved with the TMB racing.

A lot of TMB Racing dollars
will go into track improvements
required by the state to host a
for-profit commercial meet, as
opposed to the nonprofit county
fair circuit that Grants Pass has
participated in for years.

“Making sure this track is to
commercial grade standards is
important to us,” Boersma said.

A new safety rail will be
installed this summer, he added.

Randy Evers, executive direc-
tor for the Horsemen’s Benevo-
lent and Protective Association
in Oregon, said the state’s horse
people are impressed so far.

“Travis has learned a lot and
has a cool vision of how we can
help racing in the future,” Evers
said this week. “One is bringing
in Churchill Downs. They’ve got
pretty deep pockets and a lot of
history. They seem really excited
about partnering with Travis and
TMB Racing.”

Evers said he got that first-
hand at meetings involving TMB
and Churchill Downs.

Boersma has also pledged
$60,000 per race day for purses
when TMB’s races begin this fall
at Grants Pass Downs, which
would allow for up to $6,000 per
race, about twice the average
purse for races in the summer
meet.

“I’m putting my neck on the
line with the horsemen,” Boers-
ma said. “As things unfold, I’m

guaranteeing them purse money
so they have a foundation to
spring from.”

Evers added that the Horse-
men’s Benevolent and Protective
Association and TMB have to
sort out the details and sign a
contract over divvying up off-
track revenue, which is keeping
live racing afloat.

The off-track handle (an
industry term for money
wagered) was about $28 million
in the state of Oregon in 2018,
which generated approximately
$2.8 million for horsemen. Most
of the handle goes back to the
bettor.

Traditionally the revenue has
been split 50-50 between the track
with the license (formerly Port-
land Meadows, now TMB) and
the horse owners.

Oregon horse racing interests
also receive money from
Advance Deposit Wagering
across the country, online.

Evers said of the $12 billion
wagered in North America at
live races, off-track betting sites
or via computer, $3 billion is
handled through the ADW com-
panies.

All of the large ADW compa-
nies have “hubs,” or computer
servers in Oregon, generating “a
hub tax” that brought in about
$1.2 million to horsemen last
year, Evers said.

All of that benefits the fair
circuit tracks that are left in
Oregon, including Prineville,
Tillamook, Grants Pass and
Union.

The ADW money is separate
from the off-track betting sites,
of which there are 12 in Oregon,
including one at Medford’s Lava
Lanes.

There are already conceptual
designs for one at the Josephine
County Fairgrounds, included in
TMB Racing’s application to the
Oregon Racing Commission in

the spring.
“There is no time frame for

that,” Boersma said. “You can
have up to 20 (off-track sites) in
the state. Whether that makes
sense for Grants Pass, I’m not
sure.”

An off-track betting site at the
location of a live race meet may
also offer what are known as his-
torical racing terminals, which
allow bettors to gamble on
replays of races from around the
world, with names, dates and
locations concealed.

Boersma said all the off-track
sites, which were handled by
Portland Meadows owner
Stronach Group, will need to
have their hardware swapped
out for Churchill Downs equip-
ment.

Whatever the fate of betting
terminals might be at the fair-
grounds, Boersma said the races
at Grants Pass should be ready
to be simulcast in the fall.

“I don’t see any reason why it
couldn’t happen,” Boersma said.
“That’s what Churchill would
play a significant role with. We’ll
have races from Grants Pass
you’ll be able to bet on around
the country.”

On Friday, Boersma will meet
with the Josephine County Board
of Commissioners to discuss the
future at the fairgrounds.

“It’s making sure we’re all
aligned, making sure improve-
ments at the track are done in
the most appropriate way,”
Boersma said, adding, “There
are some moving pieces we have
to explore.”

Meanwhile, at the track
Wednesday, longtime Grants
Pass trainer David Hoover over-
saw his barn of six horses he
runs with his brother Tony.

They have their own training
facility west of town in the Red-
wood District, and in the winter
they’ve been hitting Portland
Meadows for the past 11 years.

Hoover said he’s thrilled to
skip the 520-mile round trip and
stay home to race at Grants Pass
Downs. He said horses could be
lured from Emerald Downs out-
side Seattle, and from California
tracks.

“Grants Pass has been the
focal point of the summer races,”
Hoover said. “Now we can be the
anchor for all of Oregon. It’s
wonderful for me.”

———
Reach reporter Jeff Duewel

at 541-474-3720 or
jduewel@thedailycourier.com

JEFF DUEWEL/Daily Courier

A long layer of sand waits to be worked into the dirt at
Grants Pass Downs, where summer racing is just a month
away. The track will be extra busy this year because Dutch
Bros CEO Travis Boersma’s company TMB Racing will put
on a fall race meet with 14 days in September and Octo-
ber.

Racing From 1A

IVEY

Let me make
something else
clear to the super-
majority: Every
penny of the kick-
er belongs to the
people, not to
you.”

— CARL WILSON
House minority leader

“



By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

Dutch Bros Coffee CEO Travis
Boersma and his family went to the
Kentucky Derby two weeks ago for what
he called a bucket list trip.

They didn’t pick the winner, although
many lost out when the first horse to
finish, Maximum Security, was disquali-
fied, the first time that’s happened in
145 years of the legendary race.

“Between the four boys and me and
Jen, we had every combination but the
winning one,” Boersma said. “We got
dressed up to the nines, which is way
out of my comfort zone, but we got
through it. What an experience.”

It wasn’t just fun times. The trip
coincided with his mission to revive
horse racing in Grants Pass.

Boersma’s new company, TMB Rac-
ing, recently inked a three-year deal to
add up to 35 racing days to the existing
summer meet in Grants Pass, taking
over as Oregon’s only commercial race
meet with the impending sale of Port-
land Meadows. The Portland Meadows
license expires on June 30.

Boersma said this week that

Churchill Downs Inc., the company
behind the Kentucky Derby, will oversee
the off-track and simulcast side of oper-
ations for TMB Racing, which will
include the 12 off-track sites around the
state.

Churchill Downs owns Chicago’s
Arlington Park racetrack and several
other tracks, as well as multiple casinos
and TwinSpires.com, the No. 1 online
betting platform for horse racing,
according to the financial newspaper
Barron’s. It has annual revenue of more
than $1 billion.

Boersma has been working with
Churchill Downs CEO Bill Carstanjen.

“They are the class of the industry …
an unbelievable history of perfor-
mance,” Boersma said. “They have
unbelievable resources and expertise.”

Boersma said Churchill Downs can
assist with TMB’s overall vision to
assist in upgrading the Josephine Coun-
ty Fairgrounds.

It’s all laid out in a thick binder pre-
sented to the Oregon Racing Commis-
sion in the spring when TMB applied for
a commercial license. 
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Sheriff’s office staffing levels
The number of budgeted full-time employees at the 
Josephine County Sheriff’s Office since fiscal year 2010-2011:

*2019-2020 figure is budgeted, not actual

All data rounded down
to closest whole number 

By Sean Bassinger
of the Daily Courier

Some of the same street
preachers who regularly show up
at the city’s First Friday Live
event and the Grants Pass Grow-
ers’ Market have also been attend-
ing City Council meetings since
April.

But something a bit different
happened at this week’s meeting
— a much larger group of resi-
dents and downtown merchants
showed up to preach to the
preachers.

“We’ve all gone to the police at

different times,” said Sarah Buck,
who described herself as an
employee of Vinfarm, a downtown
wine tasting room and bistro oper-
ated by Wooldridge Creek Winery.

“There are so many of them
there that they block access,” said

local developer and business
owner Ward Warren. “People
don’t want to come down there
and spend their money at my
wife’s stores or any of the other
stores.”

Tension between those affiliated
with the RV Saltshakers, a religious

City considering its options on controversial street preaching

Learning from the best: Boersma picks
Churchill Downs to run off-track betting

By Jason McMillen
of the Daily Courier

Connie Ogborn got her stolen
Jeep back, but it wasn’t exactly
a happy ending.

Ogborn was the recent victim
of car theft for the second time
in less than a year when her
used but new-to-her Jeep Chero-
kee was stolen from outside her
apartment in downtown Grants

Pass.
The Jeep was retrieved with-

out arrest in Eureka, California,
following a tip from a man who
saw a group of suspicious-look-
ing individuals abandon the 1990
Jeep Cherokee in a parking lot.

After police arrived on scene,
Ogborn was notified and told it
was going to be towed away.

She said she asked them to
hold off, explaining that she

would pick it up the vehicle as
soon as possible, but they refused.

Ogborn, who lives on a mod-
est fixed income, said it resulted
in hundreds of dollars in towing
and impound fees.

“I can’t afford this, the public
legal system treats car theft vic-
tims almost like criminals,”
Ogborn said. “And look at what

Local senior gets her stolen,
damaged Jeep back — for $800

By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

A proposed budget for the Josephine County
Sheriff’s Office would fund the department at an
even 100 positions — a number not seen since huge
budget cuts decimated the agency seven years ago.

In the summer of 2012, federal funding cuts trig-
gered county budget cuts that reduced the depart-
ment to 37 employees, down from 98 earlier that
year and 100 the year before that. Since then, it’s
been a slow recovery, but a recovery nevertheless.

“I feel great about it,” Sheriff Dave Daniel said
Wednesday as he prepared for a presentation before
the county Budget Committee next week.

One problem, however, is that Daniel has signifi-
cant recruitment issues, with as many as 15 vacan-
cies at present. Still, he feels he can fill all 100 posi-
tions by this time next year. Rebuilding the depart-
ment, he said, “is part of the reason I ran for sher-
iff.” He first took office in 2015.

The budget cuts in 2012 were prompted by reduc-
tions in federal payments to the county tied to
declining timber harvests on federal land. As the on-

Sheriff’s staff
numbers may
return to levels
not seen in years

By Dirk VanderHart
Oregon Public Broadcasting

SALEM — A day after state economists revealed
the largest kicker tax rebate in Oregon’s history
might be flowing back to taxpayers next year,
House Speaker Tina Kotek, D-Portland, is introduc-
ing a plan to cut it in half.

In a bill Kotek was expected to introduce this
morning, roughly half of the estimated $1.4 billion
tax rebate would be kept by the state and spent on a
set of transportation initiatives the speaker argues
will benefit public safety, air quality and job cre-
ation.

“It’s been something I have been sitting and
thinking about for several weeks, listening to all the
needs and conversations in the Capitol,” Kotek told
Oregon Public Broadcasting this morning. “It is
important that if there is any discussion to redirect
any portion of that, that it has to be based on some
very sound reasoning.”

Under the plan, $260 million would go toward

Kotek introduces bill 
to cut projected record
kicker refund by half

Connie Ogborn,
70, recently
retrieved her
stolen 1990 Jeep
Cherokee after it
was found in Eure-
ka, California, but
it wasn’t as happy
of a reunion as
she would have
hoped because
the ordeal cost
her over $800.
JASON McMILLEN
Daily Courier

SCOTT STODDARD/Daily Courier

The Portland Meadows off-track betting window at Lava Lanes in Medford allows horse racing bettors to lay down
wagers on action at tracks around the world. It’s possible an off-track betting site could be established at Grants Pass
Downs, but TMB Racing owner Travis Boersma says he’s not sure if it will happen.

• City speeds up treatment plant process. Page 3A.

Turn to SHERIFF, Page 5A

Kentucky Derby company to oversee off-track operations; Boersma pledges $60K a day for fall purses

Turn to REFUND, Page 5ATurn to PREACH, Page 3A

Turn to STOLEN, Page 3A

Oregon Racing Commission

TMB Racing’s application to the Oregon Racing
Commission included conceptual drawings of a
face-lift to the Grants Pass Downs grandstand.Turn to RACING, Page 5A



GP man gets 10 years
on sex abuse charges

A man accused of molesting
an 8-year-old girl was sen-
tenced Wednesday to 10 years
in prison.

Joseph Michael Sprague, 33,
of Grants Pass earlier had
entered no-contest pleas in
Josephine County Circuit Court
to charges of sexual abuse in
the first degree and attempted
sodomy in the first degree.

He was sentenced on the
first charge to 75 months in
prison, and he received 45
months on the second charge.
The sentences will be served
consecutively, for a total of 120
months, or 10 years.

In addition to prison,
Sprague was placed on more
than six years of post-prison
supervision and ordered to reg-
ister as a sex offender.

He also was ordered to pay
the victim a compensatory
fine of $2,000.

Get CPR certified during
Boatnik weekend

People can get instruction
in CPR and how to stop bleed-
ing, at a booth set up in River-
side Park throughout the
Boatnik festival.

Asante Three Rivers Med-
ical Center staff, American
Medical Response ambulance
and local fire departments are

doing the instruction.
Organizers said first

responders have seen first-
hand how bystanders and fam-
ily members with basic train-
ing can dramatically increase
survivability of those with sud-
den cardiac arrest or traumat-
ic bleeding.

Training sessions will occur
between noon and 8 p.m. each
day. They are free, and do not
take long.

Bend backs bill to lower
residential speed limits

SALEM (AP) — The city of
Bend is backing legislation
that would allow it to lower
speed limits in some residen-
tial areas below what is cur-
rently allowed by state law.

Senate Bill 558 is before the
Senate for approval. The Bend
Bulletin reports the legislation

would allow a city to reduce
speed on some highways by 5
miles per hour lower than the
state-mandated speed. The
reduction is limited to streets
that are located in residential
districts and that are not an
arterial highway.

Man in custody after
climbing off of crane

PORTLAND (AP) — Police
say a man in crisis who
climbed to the top of a con-
struction crane in Southeast
Portland has climbed down
and been taken into custody.

Police say the man climbed
atop the 290-foot crane and that
authorities followed him up
there using harnesses. Police
say they were talking with him.

Just before 6:30 p.m., police
said the person had been safe-
ly taken into custody.

“They’re all headed to hell
if they’re not in Christ, if
they’re not Christians,” he
said. “But that can all change
in a very short time, in an
instant.”

Asked to clarify his refer-
ence that lumped Catholics in
with non-Christians, Clement
specified that he does not con-
sider Catholics to be Chris-
tians.

Eric Hippler, president of
the Grants Pass Active Club,
which organizes Boatnik, said
a free speech area will be des-
ignated near or under the Sev-
enth Street Bridge for groups
with a religious or political
message.

By law, there is nothing that
festival organizers can do to
keep groups out — Riverside
Park is public property.

Hippler said Boatnik orga-
nizers first started designating
a free speech area for larger
groups about 10 years ago. He
said the park gets very crowd-
ed, and it felt like it would be a
better spot for groups with a
religious or political message
to gather and establish them-
selves.

There are no laws or regula-
tions barring them from any
parts of the festival, save for
the parade itself.

“We can ask them (to leave),
but we don’t have authority to
tell them,” he said. “We felt
like it was a benefit to them if
we gave them an area, if they
want to use it, as a free speech
area.”

But organizers are taking no
risks with the parade itself this
year. On Monday, the Active
Club and Boatnik parade orga-
nizers sent CORE a rejection
letter for participation in this
year’s parade.

The letter states it was
“based upon the content” of
CORE’s entry in the 2018 Boat-
nik parade, which included a
sign that said gay and trans-
gender individuals “earn death
and hell.”

“It’s our policy of having a
family-friendly parade,” Hip-
pler said. “That’s the reason
why we denied them.”

Clement said his group
works closely with CORE and
that he has learned much from
its leader, Mason Goodknight,
who is a Douglas County cor-
rections deputy.

Boatnik is no stranger to
controversy. In 2012, a pro-
marijuana group was kicked
out of the festival, with one
member being arrested in the
process. A federal lawsuit was
settled in 2015 when Boatnik
agreed to pay $10,000 in settle-
ment costs to the Voter Power
Foundation. The city of Grants

Pass also agreed to pay nearly
$13,650 total to individuals
involved, in addition to $11,033
in attorney fees.

Recent concerns about
street preaching in downtown
Grants Pass have caught the
eye of Boatnik festival planners
and event organizers. Hippler
said they have taken precau-
tions to assure that the RV
Saltshakers group stays within
the area’s designated free
speech area.

There are some specific
requirements: Street preachers
cannot approach anyone in an
aggressive manner, use mega-
phones or generally put any-
one’s health or safety at risk.
They can, however, maintain
their usual signage and mes-
sages.

The tactics of RV Saltshak-
ers, who, along with other
loosely affiliated groups, are
known for signs with graphic
images of aborted fetuses, were
the subject of complaints to the
City Council earlier this month
by downtown merchants and
the manager of the Growers’
Market. They said street

preachers using confrontational
tactics have been hijacking
events like First Friday Live, a
monthly celebration of art and
music.

Acting on those complaints,
the City Council is planning to
review what the city can do
about balancing religious free-
dom and free speech against
the needs of the business com-
munity.

At a council meeting earlier
this month, several business
owners complained that the
tactics of street preachers are
driving people away during
community events. Many said
they had heated exchanges and
confrontations, with some say-
ing they were concerned for
their own safety at times.

City Attorney Mark
Bartholomew said that plans
are pending for a City Council
workshop to address residents’
street preacher concerns.

“I know that those issues are
on the radar in various other
jurisdictions in Southern Ore-
gon,” Bartholomew said.

The RV Saltshakers group,
participating in an entry

named “Marching For Jesus,”
was banned from future Festi-
val of Light parades in Ashland
for carrying a sign condemning
gay and transgender people at
that event. A third group, Abol-
ish Abortion Oregon, caused an
uproar at last month’s Medford
Pear Blossom Festival when it
displayed graphic images of
aborted fetuses. Abolish Abor-
tion Oregon is aligned with the
RV Saltshakers and CORE.

Hippler said anyone who
feels threatened or concerned
for their safety at the Boatnik
celebrations should seek help
from an Active Club staff mem-
ber at the festival or private
security hired for the event.

Clement, meanwhile, said he
and others affiliated with RV
Saltshakers do not want to be
perceived as a threat to any-
one.

“I don’t want them to be
afraid of us,” Clement said.
“And if they are afraid, come
talk to us.”

———
Reach reporter Sean Bassinger

at 541-474-3806 or
sbassinger@thedailycourier.com.
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Fair Board scheduled to meet with
master plan consultants Friday

Road closures and restrictions abound through Boatnik weekend

Boatnik schedule of events
The 61st annual Boatnik celebration gets underway today.
Unless otherwise noted, all events are at Riverside Park, along the
Rogue River in Grants Pass.
The schedule is subject to change; check the Boatnik Facebook
page for last-minute updates.

TODAY
• 1 p.m.: Davis Shows carnival, Family Day — $2 per ride, Thurs-
day only

FRIDAY
• Noon to 11:45 p.m.: Davis Shows carnival and midway booths
• Noon to 9 p.m.: bingo
• 5 to 6:30 p.m.: Round 1, Jim Sigel Chevy Drive-it-Home Golf
Shoot-Out
• 5 to 11:45 p.m.: Boatnik refreshment garden
• 6 to 9:30 p.m.: Dokken concert, with Sylent Storm opening, gates
open at 6 p.m., concert is at 7 p.m.; tickets $25 advance, $30 at the
gate
• 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.: boat exhibition 
• Dusk: fireworks
• 9:45 to 10:15 p.m.: sponsors appreciation party, after fireworks, in
the VIP sponsor tent

SATURDAY
• 7-11 a.m.: pre-parade breakfast at American Legion Post 28, 206
N.W.  F St. Includes scrambled eggs, hash browns, bacon or
sausage, biscuits and gravy, juice, coffee or tea for $7, with other
beverages for sale in the lounge; proceeds benefit American
Legion programs.
• 9:30 a.m.: 5k Freedom Run, along the Boatnik parade route
• 10 a.m.: Boatnik Parade, downtown Grants Pass
• 10 a.m. to 11:45 p.m.: Davis Shows carnival and midway booths
• 11 a.m. to 11:45 p.m.: Boatnik refreshment garden
• Noon to 9 p.m: bingo
• 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.: drag boat exhibition, on the river, 1/4-mile
course starting at Seventh Street Bridge
• 1-6 p.m.: Boatnik Brewfest, Riverside Park softball field; tickets
$15 advance, $20 at the gate, good for both days
• 1:45 to 3:45 p.m.: sprint boats exhibition — buoy racing on the
river
• 2 p.m.: Papa John’s pizza eating contest 
• 4-5 p.m.: drag boat exhibition, on the river
• 5:15 to 6:30 p.m.: Round 2, Jim Sigel Chevy Drive-it-Home Golf
Shoot-Out
• 7 p.m.: sponsorship appreciation party, by invitation only, at the
Boys & Girls Club

SUNDAY
• 10 a.m. to noon; hydroplane time trials
• 10 a.m. to 11:45 p.m.: Davis Shows carnival and midway booths
• 11 a.m. to 11:45 p.m.: Boatnik refreshment garden
• Noon to 1 p.m.: drag boat exhibition, on the river
• 1-7 p.m.: Boatnik Brewfest, Riverside Park softball field; tickets
$15 advance, $20 at the gate, good for both days
• Noon to 3 p.m.: Cal-Ore hydroplane boat show and shine, in the
midway
• Noon to 9 p.m.: bingo
• 1:15 to 3:45 p.m.: sprint boats exhibition — buoy racing on the
river
• 4-5 p.m.: drag boat exhibition, on the river
• 5:15 to 6:30 p.m.: Final round,  Jim Sigel Chevy Drive-it-Home
Golf Shoot-Out
• 6-8 p.m.: Cal-Ore hydroplane drivers calcutta, Riverside Park soft-
ball field
• Dusk: fireworks
• 9:45 to 10:15 p.m.: sponsors appreciation party, after fireworks, in
the VIP sponsor tent

MONDAY
• 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.: Davis Shows carnival and midway booths
• 11 to 11:45 a.m.: whitewater hydroplane race warm-ups, on the
river
• 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Boatnik refreshment garden
• Noon to 12:30 p.m.: Active Club Memorial Day observance; F-15
flyover at 12:15 p.m.
• 12:30 to 5 p.m.: bingo
• 12:45 to 1 p.m.: whitewater hydroplane pre-race introductions
• 1 p.m.: Tom Rice Memorial Whitewater Hydroplane Race
• 1:30 p.m. until it’s gone: ice cream sundae giveaway, free to all
ages

SCOTT STODDARD/Daily Courier

Jon Clement (second from left) of the RV Saltshakers proselytizes during First Fri-
day Live earlier this month near the intersection of G and Sixth streets downtown.

By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

Josephine County Fair
Board members are scheduled
to share their thoughts on the
future of the fairgrounds when
they meet on Friday with rep-
resentatives of a company that
is under consideration to cre-
ate a master plan for the facili-
ty.

Board members conversed
via teleconference last week
with representatives of the
Portland-based company,
PLACE, which has been
deemed “most qualified” of
several applicants to create the
master plan. The plan would be
created with input from the
board, the public and the coun-
ty Board of Commissioners.

The future of the fair-
grounds is in flux, following
the announcement earlier this
year that Dutch Bros Coffee
cofounder and CEO Travis
Boersma landed Oregon Rac-
ing Commission permission to
add up to 35 days of horse rac-
ing there. Major upgrades to
the race track area are in the
works or planning stages.

Friday’s meeting is a work-

shop scheduled for 11:45 a.m.
to 1 p.m. in the Floral Building
at the fairgrounds. An item in
Wednesday’s Daily Courier
incorrectly stated that the
meeting would be today.

The public is invited to
attend, but public comment
won’t be taken, according to
fairgrounds director Tamra
Martin, who said public com-
ment would be invited in the
future.

PLACE, in cooperation with
local consultant Gerlitz Engi-
neering, previously did plan-
ning, design and related work
involving ongoing improve-
ments to the grandstands and
race track area at the fair-
grounds. The improvements
are being funded by the Love
Abounds Foundation, a charita-
ble division of Dutch Bros. The
track’s infield is being convert-
ed into all-weather multi-pur-
pose playfields, part of a $5
million foundation project.

Boersma currently is negoti-
ating a lease in anticipation of
bringing additional horse rac-
ing to the track. A concept
drawing submitted by Boersma
suggests a riverfront concert
area at the end of West Park

Street, in addition to a hotel
and conference center in an
area now occupied by the coun-
ty’s public works and transit
yard.

How those developments
would be paid for have not
been detailed.

In a related matter, an
application was filed last week
with the city of Grants Pass to
allow a pedestrian tunnel
under the racetrack, from
north of the YMCA to the track
infield.

The application also
requests permission for
restrooms on the infield and an
extension of the racetrack’s
straightaway chute to the west
in the area of Pansy Lane.

Martin said a scope of work
is still in the works regarding
the master plan, and that no
contract with PLACE had been
signed. If costs are too high,
the next qualifying bidder
might be considered to create
the master plan, board mem-
ber Mark Koberstein said on
Tuesday.

———
Reach reporter Shaun Hall

at 541-474-3722 or
shall@thedailycourier.com.

Group From 1A

The City of Grants Pass and
Josephine County Sheriff’s Office have
compiled the annual list of restrictions
and closures related to the Boatnik fes-
tival this weekend in Grants Pass

They are as follows:
PARADE ON SATURDAY 

• Sixth Street will be closed to all
vehicle traffic other than parade
entries from A Street to Caveman
Bridge from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. During the
parade, traffic will be diverted to Bea-
con Drive, then onto the Grants Pass
Parkway.

• Caveman Bridge will be closed to
vehicle traffic from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The Seventh Street and Parkway
bridges will be open.

• No parking at the following loca-

tions from midnight Friday until after
the parade on Saturday: Sixth Street
from just north of A Street to the
Caveman Bridge, and Voorhies Street
between Sixth and Seventh streets.

• Dogs are discouraged along the
parade route.

EAST PARK STREET 
• East Park Street will be closed to

traffic from 6 a.m. Friday through 9
p.m. Monday between the Parkway
and Seventh Street.

Vehicles with a Boatnik parking
permit or handicap parking permit will
be allowed to enter East Park Street
from the Parkway entrance only.

• Baker Park will be closed to vehi-
cle traffic and boat launching from
Friday through Monday.

BRIDGES
• Stopping or standing on all three

bridges is highly discouraged. They
will be patrolled and enforcement
action will be taken as necessary.

RIVERSIDE PARK 
• No dogs allowed from noon Thurs-

day through 9 p.m. Monday. Violators
will be cited and directed to leave the
park. The only exceptions are desig-
nated guide and service dogs.

• Riding of skateboards, in-line
skates and bicycles will not be permit-
ted in the park during the festival.

• No alcoholic beverages are
allowed in the park, other than in the
fenced Boatnik refreshment garden
and during the Wine and Brew Fest.

• People with handicap placards

may have access to the East Park
Street corridor and park on the street
as space allows.

• No smoking is allowed in the park
at any time. Violators will be cited and
directed to leave the park.

RIVER RESTRICTIONS 
At all times during Boatnik, specta-

tors are expected to be 50 feet or more
from the edge of the river.

During closures listed below, move-
ment on the river is limited to racers,
law enforcement, rescue and autho-
rized race officials. Private boats are
not allowed to assist with any crash or
rescue operations.

Boats may be anchored on the
shoreline if it is deemed safe by race
officials and law enforcement.

All users shall be off the water one
hour prior to the start of exhibitions or
races. Those who don’t follow those
rules may be cited for reckless or
unsafe operation.

For more information, contact
Marine Deputy Ernie Fields, 541-474-5379.
RIVER CLOSURES FOR RACE EVENTS

• Friday, 6:30 p.m. to Monday, 3
p.m., Baker Park to Riverside Park.

• Friday, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Baker
Park to Park Riffle (downriver of
Caveman Bridge)

• Saturday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Baker
Park to Park Riffle

• Sunday, 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Baker
Park to Park Riffle.

• Monday, noon to 3 p.m., Baker
Park to Robertson Bridge.

Briefly

Subscribe to the Daily Courier. Call 541-474-3702.



WHERE TO FIND IT
Abby ......................7A
Classified ................5B
Comics..................10B
Entertainment..........1B

Obituaries................6A
Opinion ..................4A
Police ......................6A
Sports......................8A
Stock markets ........7A

2 Sections, 20 Pages
Volume CIX

No. 190   Issue 32709
Grants Pass Daily Courier

thedailycourier.com

Circulation  . . . . . . . . . . . 541-474-3702
Classified Ads . . . . . . . . . 541-474-3711
News Tips  . . . . . . . . . . . 541-474-3823

or email news@thedailycourier.com
55º

OVERNIGHT
LOW

FRIDAY
HIGH

90º

Independent and locally owned since 1885

5-day forecast on Page 2A

Staying hot

$1
THURSDAY
JUNE 13, 2019

Workers bore a
hole to put in a
concrete base

for lights next to
the track at
Grants Pass

Downs on
Wednesday.

The lights will
allow night rac-
ing in the fall at

Grants Pass
Downs. The

summer four-
week meet,

which runs dur-
ing daylight

hours, starts
Saturday.

TIMOTHY BULLARD
Daily Courier

RACING
NIGHT

LIGHTS

By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

Josephine County officials
are warning the public that
Pacific Power might temporari-
ly shut off power this summer
in an effort to reduce the risk of
electrical transmission lines
causing wildfires.

The county’s Board of Com-

missioners issued a press
release late Thursday alerting
the public to a plan that is due
to be submitted by the company
to the Oregon Public Utility
Commission next week.

County officials learned
some details of the plan during
a May 23 meeting in Medford.
The plan appears to be similar
to shutdowns last weekend in

five counties in Northern Cali-
fornia by Pacific Gas & Electric
because of wildfires.

The Sacramento Bee report-
ed that it could happen again,
perhaps repeatedly, as PG&E
seeks to avoid triggering disas-
trous wildfires. Investigators
found that PG&E transmission
lines caused the Camp Fire that
killed 85 people and destroyed

most of Paradise, California,
last fall. PG&E has since filed
for bankruptcy protection.

Pacific Power also operates
in California, where the compa-
ny has plans for intermittent
shutdowns as necessary.

Christina Kruger, a regional
spokesperson with Pacific

Pacific Power may shut off
power to reduce wildfire risk

By Casey Crowley
of the Daily Courier

The Three Rivers School District is considering moving to a
four-day school week, perhaps as soon as the 2021-2022 school
year.

District Superintendent Dave Valenzuela on Wednesday con-
firmed reports that staff have been talking to parents and teach-
ers about the possibility of the change. At this point, it’s just
talk, he said.

To make up the time, school hours would be extended. 
“No anticipated staff level or pay change,” he said, referencing
teacher and staff pay and benefits.

The district has considered moving to a four-day school week
in the past, Valenzuela said, adding that it came up again dur-
ing budget committee meetings last month due to a budget
shortfall this year.

In the last decade, the Three Rivers School District, which
covers all of Josephine County outside Grants Pass as well as a
portion of the Applegate Valley, has closed several schools in
response to decreasing enrollment. Current enrollment of about
4,300 is down 1,000 over the last 10 years.

Staff and parents have both widely accepted the idea of a short-
ened week, according to Valenzuela. He said that if the district
cuts a day they will still have some activities at district schools
such as free meals for students, day care options and more.

“It has a lot of positive aspects and people are responding in
a positive way,” Valenzuela said.

Three Rivers Education Association President Julia Richard-
son, head of the district teachers union, couldn’t be reached for
comment.

District officials plan to speak with administrators from
other Oregon schools that use a four-day school week, Valen-
zuela said. If they receive positive feedback they will likely
begin formal discussions with the school board.

Three Rivers
considers a 4-day
school week

Turn to POWER, Page 7A

Turn to SCHOOL, Page 7A

Fair board prepares
for possibility of street
preachers at county fair 

Some say that proposed emissions changes would hurt their business

Truckers, loggers fight new climate policies

By Edith Decker
of the Daily Courier

The perky red 1951 Farmall Cub that
Dick Benson lovingly restored at his
Murphy home soon will be going to a
new home.

Benson has no idea where, though.
After two years of ticket sales, it will

be raffled off to culminate the Pottsville
Antique Tractor Show and Pull. The
show is Saturday and Sunday at
Pottsville near Merlin.

The Cub has made the rounds of trac-
tor shows with Benson and other mem-
bers of Branch 9 of the Early Day Gas
Engine and Tractor Association. It even
went to the national convention in Red
Bluff, California.

All that means more money in the
branch’s scholarship fund, which gives
two to four $1,000 scholarships annually
to local high school seniors who are
going on to study agriculture or a relat-
ed field.

The tractor was purchased from a
branch member in Roseburg to be
restored by Benson, who is a Case trac-
tor aficionado usually. It wasn’t his
brand, but he read up and took a winter
to complete the work. The paint job was
donated by Mock Ford.

The Farmall line was made by Inter-
national Harvester. The Cub, introduced
in 1947, was its smallest tractor.

TREASURED TRACTOR
1951 Cub will be raffled this weekend at the Pottsville Antique Tractor Show and Pull

By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

What if they threw a county fair and demonstrators showed
up on the midway? Toss them out? Or let them be because they
have free speech rights on public property?

Josephine County Fair Board members expressed concerns
that street preachers might set up at the annual fair in August
as they did during the Boatnik festival last month, when some of
the proselytizers displayed pictures of aborted fetuses.

“People were freaking out,” said board member Jen
McGowan, referring to the Riverside Park demonstrations.
“Kids were crying.”

McGowan, who works with hundreds of young 4-H group
members who show their animals at the fair, said the demon-
strators in the park had signs showing dismembered fetuses.

Street preachers denouncing gay and transgender rights also
have showed up in recent months at First Friday Live and
Growers’ Market events downtown, to the dismay of some visi-
tors and merchants.

“I think we’re hearing, ‘Don’t engage them,’” board member
Linda Bradley said.

Mark Koberstein, another member of the board, suggested
asking demonstrators to leave if they cross the line — and call-
ing police if they refuse to exit.

“When it becomes disruptive, now they’re violating our poli-
cies,” said Koberstein, a former sheriff’s deputy from the Port-
land area.

One of the board members suggested putting demonstrators
behind the Pavilion building, while someone else suggested
putting them next to the ice cream vendor who plays music all
day. McGowan suggested a spot next to the Democrats’ booth.

Fairgrounds director Tamra Martin said she was double-
checking with county attorneys on how to proceed if a paying

Turn to TRACTOR, Page 5ATurn to FAIR, Page 5A

TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier

Dick Benson restores antique tractors, including this 1951 International
Harvester Farmall Cub that is going to be raffled off this weekend at the
Pottsville Antique Tractor Show and Pull.

DICK BENSON

Before being restored, the 1951
Farmall Cub was rusted, it leaked
oil and it had electrical and
hydraulic problems.

By Sarah Zimmerman
Associated Press

SALEM — Dozens of industri-
al trucks drove laps around the
state Capitol on Wednesday,
blaring their horns and releasing
plumes of diesel into the air as
part of a demonstration against
Oregon’s climate policies that
loggers and truckers say will
devastate their business.

It comes as a key legislative
panel approved a cap-and-trade
program to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions, setting up the
ambitious climate proposal for a
full floor vote. The bill, along
with another addressing diesel
emissions from heavy-duty
trucks, are meant to reduce the
emissions behind global warm-
ing and stem the tide of climate
change.

Some employers have wel-
comed the changes, saying cap
and trade has been carefully
negotiated for over a decade and
will actually bring new, high
paying jobs to some of the most

remote parts of Oregon.
“This actually opens the door

to an incredible amount of high
paying jobs,” said Matt Swanson
with the Northwest Carpenters
Union, which represents carpen-
ters and construction workers.
“As we transition to cleaner
technology, we will need more
construction workers on the
ground, including in rural areas,
to build new infrastructure.”

The program sets aside $10
million every two years for
investments in transitioning dis-
placed workers to clean energy
jobs, providing unemployment
benefits plus career and techni-
cal training. There are also
wage and labor standards built
in to ensure these new jobs offer
fair pay and other worker bene-
fits.

But truckers and loggers say

that there’s no reason for the
state to move forward with such
an ambitious climate platform
since Oregon’s emissions make
up far less than one percent of
the global problem.  Workers
add that such emissions changes
would put them out of business,
raising fuel and equipment
costs.

“It’s the height of conceit and
arrogance to say that we are
responsible for this issue or that
we could even do anything to fix
it,” said Gregg Budge, who owns
his own trucking company in
Vernonia, northwest of Portland.
“If their concept of climate
change is a real thing, Oregon is
such a minuscule part of this
world that this legislation would
do nothing.”

Under a cap-and-trade pro-
gram, the state puts an overall
limit on emissions and auctions
off pollution permits or
“allowances” for each ton of car-
bon industries plan to emit. Only

Turn to POLICIES, Page 3A

• Cap-and-trade bill
passes legislative
panel. Page 3A.
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Walking on sunshine

By Chris Bristol
of the Daily Courier

Authorities said today a fatal stab-
bing in the parking lot of the Grants
Pass Fred Meyer store was not a ran-
dom, stranger-on-stranger attack.

The parking lot near the grocery
entrance of the busy store was closed
for hours on Thursday after a man was
found stabbed to death there shortly
after noon. A suspect was quickly cap-

tured outside a nearby Verizon store.
Authorities identified the suspect as

22-year-old Rolando Miguel Rivas Jr.
The victim was identified in court
records as 26-year-old Andre Revey.
Both men were from Washington state,
police said.

The stabbing was reported at 12:18
p.m., leading to an intense manhunt as
patrol officers flooded into the area.
About 12:30, Rivas was captured out-
side the Verizon store.

An ambulance was called to the
scene of the arrest. Officers described
the suspect as bloody.

According to a probable-cause affi-
davit filed in Josephine County Circuit
Court late this morning, police said
Rivas was a passenger in a white Lin-
coln Town Car driven by Revey.

The suspect, police said, “became
paranoid that the male was going to

Man fatally stabbed in
Fred Meyer parking lot

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

On Wednesday, Rod Lowe was up to his
eyeballs in details, making sure horse rac-
ing breaks from the gate cleanly Saturday
at Grants Pass Downs.

He set up phones and checked the inter-
net connection at the racing office, met
with the clocker to schedule workouts,
talked with stewards from the Oregon
Racing Commission and dialed up prospec-
tive jockeys.

The nine-day meet starts at 1 p.m. Sat-
urday and runs through July 7.

“It’s not that overwhelming running a
horse race meet,” Lowe said during a
short break from work. “I know all the
parts and pieces that need to be done.”

He’s never flustered, he’s level-headed
and easy to work with, say those who have
crossed paths with him during his 31 years
of horse racing in Grants Pass.

That’s how Lowe finds himself running

Lowe is high on horse racing

By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

WOLF CREEK — Josephine
County’s Wolf Creek Park is
about to get an infusion of cash
from an unusual source: its tim-
ber.

An estimated $76,000 in rev-
enue from a 30-acre timber har-
vest that is about to get underway
on a hillside above the developed
area of the park is expected to
pay for a replacement footbridge
there. The old bridge, which once
spanned the town’s namesake
waterway, washed out several
years ago, leaving behind only
concrete bridge abutments on
each bank.

The bridge will allow hikers
access to a moderately difficult 2-
mile-long trail that winds uphill
to a popular overlook on London
Peak. A buffer of trees will be left
between the harvest area and the
trail and creek. An old spur of the
trail leads into the cut area.

Parks director Sarah Garceau
described the cutting as a thin-
ning operation that will reduce
fire hazards and improve forest
health, while generating revenue
for the park.

“A lot of people are immedi-
ately afraid it’s a clear-cut,” she
told the county Board of Commis-
sioners this week during a brief-
ing at the county courthouse.
“They’re immediately wondering

where the money’s going.”
Dave Streeter, the county’s

forestry director, said the harvest
will target smaller trees.

“The prescription is to remove
most of the smaller understory
conifer trees, leaving the domi-
nant and co-dominant trees,” he
said in an email.

Murphy Company was the suc-
cessful bidder and has been con-
tracted for the job, which already
is underway with road work on
state land above the harvest
area. Eugene-based Murphy has
a plywood mill in Rogue River.
During the operation, a cable
yarder will be used to lift felled
trees with at least one end off the
ground and pull them uphill. 

Over the next few weeks, cut-
ting is expected to take place on
the southern third of the 78-acre
park property and on a hillside
south of the creek and up a draw.
Logs will be hauled out by trucks
that will exit onto Bridge Lane,
near the Interstate 5 interchange
on the south end of Wolf Creek.

Streeter said the harvest area
might be visible from town and
the developed area of the park.

“This is timber harvesting.” he
said. “We can’t just make the
trees magically thin themselves
to a mill.

“There will be a short period
of disturbance as the operation is

Wolf Creek Park timber harvest 
will be funding park improvements

By Dirk VanderHart
Oregon Public Broadcasting

SALEM — With just weeks left in Oregon’s legisla-
tive session, Democratic leaders have put another con-
tentious issue on their to-do list: a tobacco tax hike.

In a hearing Thursday, the House Revenue Commit-
tee took up House Bill 2270, a long-dormant bill to raise
taxes on cigarettes and other products. After making
substantial amendments, the committee moved the bill
on.

The bill’s newfound momentum sets up what could
be another divisive fight as the session approaches
adjournment. As with all revenue-raising measures,
three-fifths of lawmakers will have to approve the bill
to pass it.

The new version of House Bill 2270 contains many of

Voters may decide
next year whether
to hike cigarette tax

By Casey Crowley
of the Daily Courier

A new Grants Pass High School policy that required
seniors to maintain an attendance rate of at least 90%
in order to participate in graduation ceremonies result-
ed in two students being excluded from this year’s
event.

Those two seniors weren’t the only ones who the
school deemed chronically absent — there were about
40 in all — but they were the only ones who didn’t make
up their missed time by performing community service.
The policy allowed for exceptions for students with
extenuating circumstances.

Administrators said the policy was a success in its

Grants Pass High School’s
new attendance policy a
success, principal says

• Big races highlight the first
weekend of action. Page 1B.

Southern Oregon University
tuition could rise by 10%
Barring more state funding, tuition would also increase
by 6.9% at the University of Oregon and 6% at Ore-
gon Institute of Technology, according to a higher edu-
cation commission recommendation. Story, Page 3A

TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier

A Grants Pass Department of Public Safety investigator enters the
mobile command vehicle after a fatal stabbing that occurred earlier in
the day Thursday in the southwest corner parking lot of Fred Meyer.

SHAUN HALL/Daily Courier

Jaelyn (left) and Janessa Bradley play at Wolf Creek Park on Wednesday. They were visiting from Washington state
with their mother, RoxAnne. Behind them are two bridge abutments that once supported a footbridge that washed
out in a flood several years ago. The bridge is due to be replaced using money from a timber harvest soon to get
underway in a remote section of the park.

Rod Lowe, presi-
dent of the
Southern Oregon
Horse Racing
Association for
two decades, is
also part of TMB
Racing owned by
Dutch Bros CEO
Travis Boersma.
Lowe will be
more involved
with the racing
season that
begins Saturday.
TIMOTHY BULLARD
Daily Courier

HOME&
GARDEN

Hobbyist
winemakers,
subterranean 

sauna, 
pro lawn tips 

and more

Raptors win NBA
title with thrilling
Game 6 victory
SPORTS, 1B

Grants Pass
Downs

Opening weekend
WHEN: Saturday and
Sunday
POST TIME: 1 p.m.
each day
ADMISSION: $4
RACE CARD: Eight
races each day
KEY SATURDAY
RACES: Fifth race (Mail
Tribune Rogue Dash),
seventh race (Daily
Courier Inaugural)
KEY SUNDAY RACES:
Second, third, fourth
and fifth races (Fire-
cracker Futurity Trials)

Race director ready for another season at GP Downs

Victim, suspect both from Washington; first homicide in county since November

Bill raises taxes from $1.33 to $3.33 a pack

2 students miss graduation for missing 90% mark

Turn to CIGARETTE, Page 5A

Turn to POLICY, Page 3A

Turn to PARK, Page 5A

Turn to LOWE, Page 5A

Turn to STABBED, Page 3A



Sandra Sue DeSimone
Former Grants Pass resi-

dent Sandra Sue DeSimone
(Krouse/Brewster) of Bandon,
Oregon,
passed away
on Jan. 28,
2019.

A celebra-
tion of life will
be held at 2
p.m., Satur-
day, July 13,
2019, at
Cantrall Buckley Park, off
Hwy. 238 in Ruch, Oregon. For
information contact Sherri
Krouse, 541-660-6393.

———
John Patrick Simpson

John Patrick Simpson, age
52, passed away peacefully on
May 28, 2019,
at Asante
Rogue
Regional Hos-
pital, sur-
rounded by
his family.
His unexpect-
ed death was
caused by
complications from a dog bite.
Born in Portland, Oregon, he
was the son of John and Mari-
anna Simpson of Grants Pass.

He grew up in a close-knit
family singing songs together
in the pickup truck on the way
to vacation spots or camping
trips or even on a drive to visit
relatives. Family chores like
cutting wood, household
cleanup or yard work, hunting
and fishing excursions, and
motorcycle rides in the woods
on our mountain property,
were all intertwined with fami-
ly.

He developed an intense
love of nature and the outdoor
world from a young age. He
learned fishing and hunting
skills by tagging along with
his father and uncles. John
was at home hunting ducks
and geese in the swamps
around Klamath Falls or
pulling salmon over the side of
the family's commercial
salmon trawler at the coast
during the summer. In the fall,
he and his dad did both rifle
and archery hunting during
deer and elk season. They
were closely bonded in their
outdoor endeavors.

John was a 1984 graduate of
Grants Pass High School. He
played trumpet in the march-
ing band and was on the
wrestling team. 

Out of high school, he
received a Navy ROTC schol-
arship to pursue an engineer-
ing degree at Oregon State
College.

After the first year, he
decided to join the Navy for
real and entered their nuclear
program. Later, during his
enlistment, he switched to
electrician tech and served on
the aircraft carrier, USS
Saratoga, during the Gulf War.
Upon his honorable discharge
from the Navy, he stayed on
the East Coast in Georgia,
selling cars for a large dealer-
ship.

Several years later, the
forests, mountains and lakes
of Oregon called him home.
He worked for Syngenta dur-
ing the day and took night
classes at RCC. He later
worked toward a college
degree at the University of
Oregon. 

In the next few years, he
returned to the Rogue Valley
and took a position at the VA

in White City, where he
worked his way up to mainte-
nance supervisor.

Over the past weeks we've
learned just how strong he
was as his family, friends, and
acquaintances share precious
stories of his life. He made
friends easily and was true to
each and every one of them.
He supported them, guided
them, and made them happy.
John had a tender spiritual
relationship with Jesus that he
shared with those who knew
him well.

John lived life on his terms.
He listened but didn’t always
take advice. He did not con-
form to social “norms.” He
was a free spirit who lived in
the present and again on his
terms. He was a leader and
mentor to the troubled. He
could enter a room and bright-
en it with his smile, his wit, or
just his presence.

Survivors include his moth-
er, Marianna; sister, Lisa
Melinda Haight; and two
nieces, Emily and Gwendolynn
Haight.

He was preceded in death
by his father in 2016.

Interment with military
honors and the sharing of per-
sonal aspects of John's life
will be held at 10 a.m., Friday,
June 21, 2019, at Eagle Point
National Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions can be made to a veter-
an’s charity of your choice.

———
‘Violet’ Dorene Van
Iersel

“Violet” Dorene Van Iersel
passed away June 12, 2019, at
her home in Williams, Oregon.

She was born in Buffalo,
New York, on Sept. 17, 1928, to
William and Olive Spence. She
moved with her parents to Cal-
ifornia when she was 16,
where she met her future hus-
band, Louis Van Iersel Jr. at a
dance. They were married
Nov. 23, 1946, at St. Rita’s
Church in Sierra Madre, Cali-
fornia. She moved to Williams
with her family in 1963, where
they ran a chicken ranch
“Leghorn Acres” with 8,000
laying hens. 

She loved animals and they
loved her. She also loved gar-
dening and beautiful flowers.
She attended Williams Com-
munity Church. Her family
adored her. Stephen was her
primary caretaker and he
loved all of it.

She is survived by four chil-
dren: Stephen of Williams,
Annette Harmon, Wesley Van
Iersel, and Denise Scheel, all
of Grants Pass; 11 grandchil-
dren and nine great-grandchil-
dren.

A graveside service is
planned for 10 a.m., Tuesday,
June 18, 2019, at Sparlin Ceme-
tery in Williams.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be sent to Williams
Community Church/Mission-
ary fund.

———
Juanita Marie Johnson-
Franscioni

Juanita Marie Johnson-
Franscioni, 62, of Grants Pass
died Tuesday, June 11, 2019, at
Carl’s House Adult Foster
Care. Arrangements are pend-
ing with Hull & Hull Funeral
Directors.

———
To place an obituary, 

call Tamara Stuebing at 
541-474-3714  or email

obits@thedailycourier.com

 MEDICARE  101  WORKSHOP

 This is a complimentary event.  Seating is limited.
 Call 541-973-2100 to register.
 Futurity First is not connected with or endorsed by the 

 United States government or the federal Medicare program.

 Thursday, June 20th, 4:30 pm

 Club Northwest
 2160 NW Vine Street

 Grants Pass

 This is a great workshop if you are turning 65 or going 
 to be eligible for Medicare in the next six months.

 Learn how to find the best plan for you.

 Discover how Medicare Prescription Drug Plans work.

 Linda Clarkson  Cheryl Harrison

 Linda Clarkson & Cheryl Harrison, licensed agents of 
 Futurity First, will explain the changes in Medicare.

 A celebration of life will be held at 
 1 p.m., Saturday, June 29, 2019, at 

 Edgewater Christian Fellowship in Grants Pass.

     In lieu of flowers, remembrances may be made to Grants 
 Pass Active Club, PO Box 961, Grants Pass, Oregon 97528. 
 The Active Club helped purchase his first wheelchair.

     Former long-time Grants Pass resident, Donald Edward 
 Anderson was received into the arms of his Savior, Jesus Christ, 
 on Saturday, May 25, 2019.
     Don was born September 27, 1983, in Portland, Oregon, to 
 Tami (Anderson) Sears. He graduated from Grants Pass High 
 School in 2004. In 2016, he moved from Grants Pass to White 
 City, Oregon.
     Don loved hunting, fishing, family camping trips, his beloved 
 dogs, music, books, and all of his most favorite 
 shark movies.
     Don is survived by his mother, Tami; 
 stepdad, Rich Barnett; aunts, Debbie 
 Whisenant and Carol Lundblad; uncle, Shawn Montague; best 
 friend, Travis Fairweather; and many cousins.
     He was preceded in death by sister, Trisha Dawn Anderson; 
 grandparents, Jackie and Ed Montague; aunts, Dawna 
 Whisenant and Linda Whisenant; and uncle, Bobby Whisenant.

 May 25,
 2019

 Sept. 27,
 1983

 Donald E. Anderson

 presents

 My name is 
 Breeze and I 
 haven’t been 
 here long, 
 and, while 
 it’s a nice 
 place, I’d 
 much rather 
 go home with 
 YOU! I’m a 

 2-year-old spayed, short-haired 
 feline who loves to cuddle and purr. 
 I like big and little people alike and 
 playing is my favorite thing of all. 
 I play well with others!

MINI PET MARTMINI PET MARTMINI PET MARTMINI PET MART

 You may be 
 confused by 
 my name. I 
 might be 
 called 
 Dingo, but 
 I’m not a 
 Dingo, I’m 
 really a 
 Miniature 

 Pinscher-Chihuahua. I’m a year old and 
 spayed. I have long legs and I weigh 18 
 lbs. I’m a bit lacking in confidence, so 
 you’ll have to be patient with me, but 
 I’ll make it worth your while, I promise!

MINI PET MARTMINI PET MARTMINI PET MARTMINI PET MART

 .

 Can you believe 
 some people 
 won’t allow cats 
 in their houses?! 
 Well anyway,  
 that’s my 
 story....
 I’m Meep and 
 I’m a 5-year-old 
 neutered DLH 
 Tabby kitty. I 
 am playful, I like going for walks, I 
 love all humans and I’m used to 
 being around cats. I’m sure I’d 
 probably like dogs too. Need a pal?

 BREEZE

 Rogue Valley Humane Society • 429 Scenic Drive (off Scoville Road)
 541-479-5154 • Monday-Saturday  1 2:00 - 4:00

 Receive a FREE 5 lb. bag of Canidae pet food with your pet adoption.
 1072 Rogue River Hwy., 541-479-4641 • 876 NW 6 th  St., 541-479-3141

 “Your Pet’s Favorite Store - Paws Down”

 Visit our new website at: www.roguevalleyhumanesociety.org

 !HELP! !HELP!

 RVHS needs  RVHS needs 

 wet cat food! wet cat food!

 Pets of the Week Pets of the Week
 DINGO  MEEP
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Obituaries

New York Exchange
NEW YORK (AP) —
Today's noon New York
Stock Exchange selected
prices:
Stock Last Chg
AT&T Inc 32.26 -.03
AerojetR 41.01 -.55
Altria 50.60 -.61
AEP 90.49 +.90
AmIntlGrp 53.26 +.06
ApldIndlT 56.61 -.91
Avon 3.83 -.06
BP PLC 40.79 -.43
BkofAm 27.89 -.06
BarrickGld 14.00 +.14
Boeing 348.24 -.62
BrMySq 47.45 +.12
Brunswick 44.32 -.27
Caterpillar 126.75 -.42
Chevron 120.76 -.15

Citigroup 66.87 -.21
CocaCola 51.47 +.34
ColgPalm 73.33 +.58
ConocoPhil 58.93 -.14
ConEd 88.59 +.81
CurtisWrt 117.54 -.36
Deere 151.17 -.36
Disney 142.77+1.03
Dupont rs 74.56 -.27
Eaton 78.00 -1.29
EdisonInt 59.49 -.39
ExxonMbl 74.40 -.28
FMC Corp 79.80 -.68
FootLockr 43.08 +.03
FordM 9.99 -.08
GenDynam170.88 -1.06
GenElec 10.25 -.07
GenMills 53.31 +.32
GenMotors 35.82 -.21
HP Inc 19.87 -.12

Hallibrtn 21.28 -.38
HeclaM 1.68 +.05
Hess 58.31 ...
HonwllIntl 172.87 -.32
Idacorp 103.93 +.89
IBM 135.03 -.73
IntPap 43.22 -.70
JohnJn 140.52 -.19
Loews 53.45 +.08
LaPac 25.80 +.93
MDU Res 25.82 +.14
MarathnO 13.07 -.21
McDnlds 204.81 +.32
McKesson 133.62 -1.22
Merck 82.85 -.05
NCR Corp 31.94 -.48
NorflkSo 194.60 -1.91
NorthropG 308.33 +.70
OcciPet 49.48 -.25
Olin 22.10 -.39

PG&E Cp 18.38 +.09
Penney 1.14 +.01
Pfizer 42.74 +.24
ProctGam 111.66 +.75
RockwlAut 155.93 -3.38
SempraEn 137.75 +.91
SouthnCo 55.61 +.46
Tegna 14.75 -.07
Textron 49.43 -.30
3M Co 166.87 -1.98
Timken 47.02 -1.31
TriContl 26.80 +.04
UnionPac 166.65 -.50
Unisys 9.15 -.07
USSteel 13.84 -.44
VarianMed 131.18 -.90
VerizonCm 58.01 +.39
ViadCorp 65.66 +.49
WalMart 109.09 +.44
WellsFargo 45.06 -.24

Gold
Selected world gold prices, today.
London morning fixing: $1335.80
London afternoon fixing: $1335.90
NY Handy & Harman: $1335.90
NY Handy & Harman fabricated: $1482.85
NY Engelhard: $1358.96
NY Engelhard fabricated: $1460.88
NY Merc. gold: $1339.20
NY HSBC Bank USA: $1343.00

Metals
NEW YORK (AP) - Spot nonferrous metal
prices today. 
Aluminum - $0.7953 per lb., London Metal

Exch.
Copper - $2.6610 (pound) NY Merc spot
Lead - $1918.00 metric ton, London Metal
Exch. Zinc - $1.1976 per lb., London Metal
Exch.
Silver - $14.893 Handy & Harman
Silver - $14.871 troy oz., NY Merc spot Plat-
inum - $809.00 Handy & Harman
Platinum - $809.40 troy oz., NY Merc spot

Lumber
Chicago Mercantile

LUMBER 110,000 bd. ft. $ per 1,000 bd. ft.
Open High Low Settle Chg.
Jul 19 376.2 389.5 372.0 376.4 +2.6
Sep 19 377.1 388.8 372.2 377.5 +1.2
Nov 19 379.8 386.0 375.0 386.0 +10.1

Est. sales 879 Thu' sales 1,582

Commodities

Northwest Stocks
PORTLAND (AP) — Closing quotations Thursday

from the National Association of Security Dealers.
They do not include markup, markdown or commis-
sions.

Name High Low Last Change Ratio
Banner Cp 52.47 51.78 52.00 -.43 -.8
ColBnkg 35.25 34.75 35.09 -.08 -.2
Costco 260.93 258.91 260.21 +.50 +.2
FLIR Sys 51.81 51.11 51.24 -.69 -1.3
Intel 46.32 45.55 46.18 -.52 -1.1

Keycorp 17.09 16.77 16.93 -.14 -.8
Kroger s 24.94 24.39 24.42 -.21 -.8
LithiaMot 118.43 117.07 117.74 -.39 -.3
Microsoft 132.91 131.64 132.48 +.16 +.1
NikeB s 83.86 83.10 83.63 +.02 ...
Nordstrm 32.67 32.15 32.24 -.42 -1.3
OraSure 8.70 8.54 8.56 -.12 -1.4
Umpqua 16.40 16.17 16.32 -.08 -.5
US Bancrp 52.76 51.98 52.19 -.50 -.9
WellsFargo 45.31 44.84 45.06 -.24 -.5
Weyerhsr 26.16 25.36 25.88 +.60 +2.4

WALL STREET WATCH
DOW JONES INDUSTRIALS NASDAQ

26,106.77
+101.94

Thursday’s
closing

7,837.13
+44.41

As of midday
Eastern time

today
26,050.97

-55.80
7,788.73
-48.40

another summer meet, while
simultaneously preparing for a
longer one in the fall as the chief
operating officer of Dutch Bros
Coffee CEO Travis Boersma’s new
venture, TMB Racing.

Grants Pass Downs will replace
Portland Meadows as the flagship
commercial racing meet on July 1
as the 75-year-old track in Mult-
nomah County is headed for sale
and demolition.

More than anyone, Lowe, the
president of the Southern Oregon
Horse Racing Association for more
than 20 years, has kept racing
alive in Grants Pass during that
span.

“Travis deserves a lot of credit,
but the situation that SOHRA is in
now, Rod deserves more credit
than anybody for what he’s done,”
said Tag Wotherspoon, marketing
director for Grants Pass Downs.
“He’s the one guy who is a big part
of everything going on.”

In March, it became more clear
that Portland Meadows was on its
way out after 75 years.

Lowe, a builder by trade, had run
across Boersma at the racetrack
when Boersma bought his first thor-
oughbred several years ago.

He also did some remodeling
work on the interiors of the pre-
sent Dutch Bros headquarters at
Fourth and G streets, and the
DutchWear building next to the
Dutch Bros coffee house on D
Street.

Dutch Bros had already com-
mitted millions to upgrading the
fairgrounds, along with building

athletic fields on the racetrack’s
infield.

Lowe wondered if Boersma was
up to another enterprise — so he
texted him.

A couple of weeks later, Boers-
ma was on board, and by early
April, TMB had a three-year-deal
with the Oregon Racing Commis-
sion.

“I just didn’t want to see racing
die in Oregon,” Lowe said. “It
would have died if we hadn’t come
up with a commercial race meet.”

Boersma has a verbal agree-
ment with Churchill Downs, the
company behind the Kentucky
Derby, to oversee TMB Racing’s
off-track and simulcast side of
operations, which will include 12
off-track betting sites around the
state.

The number of race days at
Grants Pass could expand to 35 in
the next couple of years, with
some days added in the spring. 

Meanwhile, the trainers and
owners in the backstretch on
Wednesday were going about their
business, waiting for Saturday’s
draw.

Terri Beckner of Albany has
come to Grants Pass since 1968 to
run horses.

“We’re just really thankful to
have a place to race,” Beckner
said. “I’ve heard for 50 years Port-
land Meadows was going to be
sold. I knew this time was coming.

“I think all the horsemen should
really get behind TMB Racing.”

Darren Munden, a horse owner
from Cambridge, Idaho, said he
believes Boersma, Lowe and TMB
will get it done, despite some
obstacles, including a half-mile
track where most tracks that fea-

ture thoroughbreds are at least a
mile. He said Playfair Race
Course in Spokane made a half-
mile track work for many years
before closing.

“The weather here is better
than Spokane,” he said. “I think
Dutch Bros will do it right.”

Boersma himself said Lowe has
been the glue keeping horse racing
afloat in Grants Pass.

“Rod has been working tireless-
ly to help save horse racing in the
state of Oregon,” Boersma said in
an email. “His expertise, history
and passion for racing are extraor-
dinary. Rod plays an instrumental
role as boots on the ground COO in
TMB Racing. SOHRA as a whole
is what makes it all work here at
GP Downs.”

Lowe had no experience in
horses at all until about 30 years
ago. He was working construction
in Bozeman, Montana, with a
quarter horse working ranch and a
quarter horse racing stables on
both sides.

He bought a mare from one,
bred it to a stallion from the other,
and when the foal arrived, “They
said ‘Man, you gotta race that
horse.’ ”

Spear Le Vision was 6 months
old when Lowe and his then-wife
moved to Rogue River. The horse
never won a race, but Lowe was
hooked.

He met trainer Jo Durham of
Wimer, who passed away just last
month. Durham trained Lowe’s
horses all week while he did con-
struction work for her.

She dragged him to SOHRA
meetings, and before long, fair
manager Al Westhoff was drag-
ging him to racing commission

meetings up north. That mentor-
ship brought him to his current
status with SOHRA over the past
two decades, when GP Downs
fought off potential insolvency sev-
eral times.

“Al really prepped me for this,”
he said.

When Josephine County discon-
nected itself financially from horse
racing seven years ago, other than
providing the facility, SOHRA, led
by Lowe, had to step up. And it’s
been on the upswing with betting
handle and race fields the past two
season.

Lowe’s own horses have won
about 30 times over the years,
including his thoroughbred Niki S,
who won four stakes races at Port-
land Meadows.

He had a dream of building a
horse training facility, and built a
5/8-mile track on a property on
Galice Road west of Merlin in 2002.
But he lost that property during
the Great Recession, and it’s been
used as a helibase during recent
fire seasons. You can still see the
outline of the track there.

He has no regrets. He’s got wife
Alyson and two boys, 20-year-old
Chase and 18-year-old Carson. Car-
son, who wants to be a helicopter
pilot, runs a camera that takes the
photo finish shot at the track.
Chase will pursue phlebotomy at
Rogue Community College.

And Rod Lowe keeps plugging
away for Oregon horse racing.

“It’s nostalgic for me,” he said.
“I’ve put my heart and soul into it
for a long time.”

———
Reach reporter Jeff Duewel

at 541-474-3720 or
jduewel@thedailycourier.com

going, and when they are done
there should be no need to
return to this site for 20 to 30
years.”

If there’s any money left
over after the bridge replace-
ment, its slated to go toward a
new vault toilet and possibly
toward park playground and
irrigation system improve-
ments. Roofs on three park
buildings were replaced last
year.

In addition, trees inside the
developed area of the park are
due for thinning in the near
future. That should satisfy
Commissioner Dan DeYoung,
who told Garceau that the
dense canopy of trees there
darkens the area.

“It’s like Sherwood Forest in
there,” he said.

The park offers 32 camp-
sites, picnic areas, disc golf and
creekside recreation. It’s locat-
ed at the end of Main Street,
about a half-mile west of the
Wolf Creek Inn.

Lowe From 1B

the same details it did when introduced by Gov. Kate
Brown at the outset of session. The bill would:

• Raise taxes on cigarettes from $1.33 per pack to
$3.33 per pack, bringing Oregon roughly in line with
taxes in Washington and California.

• Eliminate a 50-cent cap on taxes for premium cig-
ars and mandate that those cigars cost more than $3
apiece.

• Subject e-cigarettes and other vaping products to
the 65% wholesale tax currently imposed on other non-
cigarette tobacco products.

• Amendments approved Thursday add a number of
notable changes.

The bill now contains no preemption on local taxes
for vaping products, meaning cities and counties could
choose to tax them. HB 2270 also now has a provision
referring the tax increase to the November 2020 ballot,
should it pass the Legislature. And the bill specifies
that some money raised from the tax increase could be
spent on mental health care — a key priority for law-
makers this year — and on smoking-related health
problems among disproportionately impacted groups.

Revenue staffers haven’t said how much money the
bill could raise in total, but Dae Baek, a senior econo-
mist with the Legislative Revenue Office, said it could
generate $160 million from the cigarette tax hike alone.

The governor’s office has estimated the bill would
generate $95 million in 2019-21 budget, if it goes into
effect in December 2020. It’s expected to raise nearly
$350 million every two years after that.

The tobacco tax increase has been a goal for Gov.
Brown, who made it a key part of her plan to find
longer-term funding for the state’s public health care
system, the Oregon Health Plan. 

The bill is expected to discourage Oregonians from
smoking. A 2001 study suggested that a 10% increase in
cigarette prices can reduce adult smoking between 3%
and 5% — with a higher impact on youth smoking.
Baek told lawmakers his office assumed a 10% increase
in price could reduce smoking by more than 8%. HB
2270 would increase cigarette costs by roughly a third.

The proposal has met outcry from convenience
stores and vape shop owners, who warn their business-
es will be harmed by a tax increase.

Cigarette From 1A

Wild Things runs every Friday in the sports section. To be featured, 
send photos of wildflowers, seasonal animals and insects to 

wdavis@thedailycourier.com



 5285 Williams Hwy., Grants Pass
 541-862-2 11 1

 The helpful place.
 May we suggest…

 www.fieldshomecenter.com

 Monday - Friday 7am - 5:30pm
 Sat. 8am - 5pm, Sun. 9am - 4pm

 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

 “Drive a little and save a lot,”
 still holds true after 41 years.

 Courtesy of the Grants Pass Daily Courier.
 Prices good through 8/19/18. Subject to stock on hand.

 Rewarding Loyal Customers Like You.

 Members receive valuable discounts & helpful 
 resources! Find out more about all the benefits 
 of joining at your Fields Home Center!

 HURRY IN!  HURRY IN! 
 This deal ends  This deal ends 
 August 31st! August 31st!

  Plywood 
 Deal

 5/8” 47-49”x97” LVL Plywood . . . . . 58LVL
 $ 1 0 99

   ea.

 Western Red Cedar, Regal

 2x6, 8, 10’, 14’ & 18’  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 $ 1 79 

 l.f.

 2x6, 12’, 16’ & 20’  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 $ 1 99 

 l.f.

  T-111 
 Siding 
 Deals

 1/2” 4x8 8” OC Groove Shop . . . #12T1118 
 $ 1 9 99

   ea.

 5/8” 4x8 Plain, 4”, 8” &12” 
      Groove Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 $ 24 99
   ea.

 Decking

 Walnut,  Random Width
 1 3/16’ x 8’ &  1 0’ long

 Spalted Sycamore
 1 3/16’ x 8’ &  1 0’ long

 5/4” x  1 0’ long

 Osage Orange
 1 3/16” x 6’, 7’ & 8’ long

 Live Edge Lumber

 Live Edge 
 Pine Mantels
 6” thick x 8”-12” Wide, 7’ long

 NEW!
 NEW!

 Exotic 
 Hardwood 

 Lumber
 Canary Wood, Afrormosia, 

 Bloodwood, Lacewood, 
 Verawood, Wenge, Padauk, 
 Zebrawood, Purpleheart, 

 Bubinga, Yellowheart

 #6209621 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 $ 99 99

 42” belt drive, 2 speed, 16,500 CFM

 #6424279 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 $ 399 99

 Large 
 Drum Fans

 Holmes, HEPA Type, 180 sq. ft. 
 area, 99% effective

 #6105076 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 $ 79 99

 Air Purifier

 HSA 56 Hedge Trimmer Set

 Free AK10 Extra Battery 
 ( $ 69 95  value) with purchase of:

   $ 24 9 95 (Set includes AL101 
 Charger, AK10 Battery 

 & HSA 56)

 FSA 56 Grass Trimmer Set
 (Set includes AL101 

 Charger, AK10 
 Battery & FSA 56)   $ 1 9 9 95

 ROT-Stop Tomato Blossom End Rot
 32 oz. For tomato blossom end rot. Also use on 

 cucumbers, melons & peppers.
 #037321001676 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg. $9.49

 $ 2 37

 Bug & Slug Killer
 Treats 6,000 sq. ft. Ideal for vegetable gardens. 

 Kills earwigs, cutworms, sowbugs, pillbugs, 
 crickets, slugs & snails.

 #037321009092 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg. $26.99
 $ 6 75

 Captain Jack’s Deadbug Brew
 32 oz. Kills bagworms, borers, beetles, 

 caterpillars, gypsy moths, spider mites, tent 
 caterpillars.

 #037321002505 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg. $7.99
 $ 2 00

 Plus many more Bonide items at closeout prices!

 Incense Cedar 
 #2 & Better
 2x6, 8’ thru 20’

   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99 ¢ 
 l.f.

         Live Beneficial Insects
 Ladybugs,1500 count . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 $ 1 4 99

 Praying Mantis Egg Care,50-200 . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 $ 9 99

 Red Worms,300 count . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 $ 1 4 99

 24” direct drive, 2 speed, 
 4,000/3,200 CFM

 Living Accents 
 Path Lights

 6 pk. Solar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . #3831187

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2018 • DAILY COURIER, Grants Pass, Oregon — 3 A

Korean War Veterans to
have meeting Monday

The local chapter of the
Korean War Veterans Associa-
tion has its next meeting on
Monday.

The group, which is open to
everyone who served in the mil-
itary during the war, meets at 2
p.m. at the Guild Building, 1867
Williams Highway. There is no
membership fee.

For more information, call
541-474-5033 or 541-659-1655.

The group meets every third
Monday of the month.

Library hosts GED 
workshop on Saturday

A free hour-long GED work-
shop is being offered Saturday
at 4:30 p.m. at the Grants Pass
branch of the Josephine Com-
munity Library District, 200
N.W. C St.

Participants will learn how
to easily prepare for the GED
test, and where and when to
take the test.

LearningExpress Library,
available at josephinelibrary.org,
includes a high school equiva-
lency center that offers GED
and other equivalency exam
preparation.

This workshop will help stu-
dents understand this compo-
nent of LearningExpress
Library.

In addition to GED prepara-
tion, LearningExpress offers a
variety of information about
careers, skill-building tutorials,
practice tests for American citi-
zenship and resources in Span-
ish.

Advance registration is not
required. However, space is
limited.

For more information, con-
tact the library at 541-476-0571
or info@josephinelibrary.org.

Commissioners to 
discuss marijuana taxes

The Josephine County Board
of Commissioners is scheduled
to discuss advisory questions
about taxing marijuana produc-
tion and maintaining federal
forest roads in order to better
fight wildfires.

The board will meet at 9
a.m. Thursday in its confer-
ence room at the county court-
house to take up the items dur-
ing its weekly administration
meeting.

Commissioners on Tuesday
discussed not putting a third
question — about the county
possibly seceding from Ore-
gon — on the ballot .

Also on Thursday’s agenda
is an agreement with the state
for maternal and child health.

A final discussion on ballot
questions is set for 9 a.m. Fri-
day in the conference room.

Briefly

A man wanted in connection
with a beating in Wimer on Fri-
day was shot in the Cave Junc-
tion area early Tuesday morn-
ing, authorities said.

Eddie Joseph Correia, 34, a
transient from Grants Pass,
was in critical condition at
Rogue Regional Medical Center
on Tuesday afternoon.

A press release issued by the
Oregon State Police on Tuesday
said Correia was shot at 1 a.m.
Tuesday in the Cave Junction
area. No shooter is in custody,
OSP said.

Anyone with information
regarding the shooting is asked
to call OSP at 541-776-6111.

The Jackson County Sheriff’s
Office issued a press release on
Monday saying Correia was
wanted in suspicion of pistol-
whipping a 19-year-old man at
the Wimer Family Market last

Friday night.
That man

was treated and
released from a
local hospital.

An accom-
plice of Correia,
Lindsey Anne
Jordan, 29, was
arrested at a
house near the

Wimer Market and jailed on
suspicion of third-degree assault
early Saturday morning.

Correia, who has a history of
firearms and drug charges and
eluding police in Grants Pass,
was on the lam until the shoot-
ing incident.

Correia drew a SWAT team
in September 2014 to the Trav-
elodge Motel on Vine Street in
Grants Pass, where he was
arrested. He was sentenced to
18 months in prison afterward.

Man wanted by police
shot in Cave Junction

CORREIA

By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

In-ground work has begun on
an artificial turf soccer field
project at the Josephine County
Fairgrounds.

Visitors to this week’s annu-
al county fair might see some
heavy equipment, piping and
recently worked ground near
the rear of the racetrack as
preparations are made for the
installation of a field.

Dutch Bros Coffee, through
its Love Abounds Foundation, is
building a soccer field on the
dirt infield of the racetrack,
with plans for more soccer
fields there in the future.

The project has been in the
works for nearly two years,
with the Grants Pass-headquar-
tered company agreeing to
build the field and pay $50,000
annually to lease it, primarily
for community use. Project
contractor Robco began work
there in just the last few weeks,
beginning with underground
stormwater pipes. That work is
halted during the fair but will
continue next week, followed by
in-ground sewer work, then
earth-moving and installation of
an artificial turf field.

“We’ll come back after the
fair,” said Monty Moore, Dutch
Bros vice president of planning,
design and construction. “We’re
trying to get this up and run-
ning by the fall season, by the
end of October.”

The project is welcome news
for the financially struggling
fairgrounds and for area soccer
fans. It’s generally held that
there’s too few fields in the
area, especially all-weather
fields.

Moore said Dutch Bros co-
founder Travis Boersma is
doing the project out of the
goodness of his heart.

“He loves this town,” said
Moore, who was hired away
from Nike about a year ago, in

large part because he was
impressed with Boersma.

“The guy is all about doing
the right thing and doing the
right thing at his own expense.”

Boersma, a big soccer fan,
also has discussed renovating
the fairgrounds grandstands,
which overlook the racetrack
and soccer field. Work to
improve the facade of the con-
crete-gray structure is still off
in the future, as is the probable
construction of new restrooms
and three more playing fields.

“We’ll probably get four in
there,” Moore said.

The in-ground work is
enough to serve any additional
fields without the need for more
underground infrastructure, so
only above-ground work will be
needed when additional fields
go in.

“Once the infrastructure’s
in, then it’s just a matter of
pulling the trigger,” said Dale
Collett of Synthetic Turf Con-
sulting, a subcontractor on the
project as well as the turf field
job underway for the last cou-
ple months at Grants Pass High
School.

Collett guessed that once the
first field goes in, the powers
that be will OK installation of
the additional fields right away
instead of leaving much of the
infield dirt for an undetermined
time.

“I bet they just keep mov-
ing,” Collett said.

Robco was the contractor on
the high school field, too. Com-
pany co-owner Byron Robert-
son said the foundational work
being done this month is “pretty
boring,” but that folks should be
happy with the final product.

“When it’s all said and done,
it’s a great project for our com-
munity,” Robertson said. “It’s
needed.”

———
Reach reporter Shaun Hall 

at 541-474-3722 or 
shall@thedailycourier.com.

Dutch Bros starts
construction
of soccer field
at fairgrounds

SHAUN HALL/Daily Courier

A water truck displaying Dutch Bros Coffee advertising was parked earlier this month near the racetrack at the
Josephine County Fairgrounds, where the company is funding a soccer field project. Heavy equipment and pip-
ing for the project can be seen just beyond the fence, with the fairgrounds grandstands in the background.
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By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

The Josephine County Board
of Commissioners on Monday
unveiled a proposal to lease out
the Grants Pass Downs horse
racing facility at the fairgrounds
for at least 50 years.

Teaming up with Dutch Bros
Coffee co-founder and CEO

Travis Boersma, the move could
help stabilize and even transform
the fortunes of the fairgrounds,
while at the same time helping to
save horse racing in the state.
Combined with the annual sum-
mer fair meet, racing would take
place in the spring, summer and
fall — at least 35 days a year.

The deal eventually could
bring in as much as $275,000

annually in lease payments, and
would help pave the way for pos-
sible construction of an off-track
betting facility on fairgrounds
property at Redwood Avenue and
Allen Creek Road. Such a move
would force the relocation of the
River City BMX racing track that
sits there now.

Final county approval of the
agreement is scheduled to take

place during a special board
meeting today at Basker Auditori-
um. The county and Boersma are
bumping up against a deadline on
Thursday set by the Oregon Rac-
ing Commission. Racing would
start Sept. 22.

The lease is with TMB Racing,
a company owned by Boersma,

Proposal would lease GP
Downs for at least 50 years

By Sean Bassinger
of the Daily Courier

Members of the city of Grants Pass’ various advi-
sory committees will no longer be asked to sign an
oath pledging not to dissent after decisions have been
made by the majority.

The Grants Pass City Council on Monday removed
a requirement that a new policy meant to keep meet-
ings and communications cordial be signed and dated
by themselves and citizen volunteers who serve on
committees.

Instead, the new policy will remain as non-binding
“guiding principles” to help cool off any heated argu-
ments.

“Democracy is messy — it always has been, it
always will be,” said Councilor Valerie Lovelace, who
led the pushback against the signature requirement.
“I think if you’re asking [committee members] to
sign something like this, it’s over the top.”

The vote to remove the signature requirement was
made informally, via thumbs-up and unanimous, in a
workshop on Monday.

The new guidelines on “consensus decision mak-
ing” were approved by the City Council last month

City Council
votes to
modify new
dissent rules

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

The Josephine County Fair,
which ended Saturday, easily out-
performed last year’s version,
which suffered from smoke — the
kind from wildfires, not vendors’
barbecues — according to Tamra
Martin, the manager of the fair-
grounds.

Martin said Monday that final
attendance figures were not
available but that she estimates it
was better than last year’s 60,000
for the four-day fair, topping the
55,000 in both 2016 and 2017.

The bottom line should reflect
that, Martin said.

“We were going for a gross
revenue of $450,000, and my gut
feeling is we’re going to be real
close,” Martin said.

Smoke cost the fair an esti-
mated $30,000 last year, when the
$408,000 in gross revenues barely
topped the $383,000 in expenses.

Martin said if the goal of
$450,000 is reached, the margin
over expenses this year will be
$110,000.

She said good crowds for the
carnival, truck and tractor pulls,
and rodeo made up for a disap-

pointing turnout for big name
country musicians Lee Green-
wood and Mark Chesnutt, which
cost extra for admission. The
stands were less than half-full for
the Grammy-winning Greenwood
on Wednesday.

Maybe because the three pre-
vious fairs featured record heat,
including a 111 in 2016 and a 109
in 2017, the average high of 95
this year didn’t seem bad.

Nighttime temps of sub-60
helped, along with the full moon
Thursday and clear air.

The theme of “Honoring Veter-
ans of Yesterday, Today and

Tomorrow” seemed to be a hit.
The opening ceremony Wednes-
day was a salute to veterans, a
veterans parade was held through
the Midway, and veterans and
active-duty service people got in
free. They all got an honor badge,
and lanyards donated by Ever-
green Federal Bank.

Commissioner Lily Morgan
said she felt community pride.

“I spoke with a 90-year-old vet-
eran who had chemo the day
before,” Morgan said. “We saw so
many veterans with their caps

Manager says county fair attendance 
was the best in at least three years

Last year’s event was hampered by hot temperatures and smoke from local wildfires

Deal with TMB Racing could help stabilize fairgrounds and save horse racing in Oregon

The policy will remain as ‘guiding
principles’ for any disagreements

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

Walter Crouse Jr. used to farm with a horse-pulled
plow — that’s how far back he went among the pan-
theon of Josephine County agriculture families.

“He’d earn extra cash plowing with that horse,” his
daughter Marie Minard said Monday afternoon, sit-
ting alongside her brother Bob, who said his father
scoffed when the neighbors bought their first tractor.

Crouse ran a dairy for most of his adult life, begin-
ning shortly after his naval service in World War II,
finally selling the cows in 2007.

But he kept on helping with the new version called
Fort Vannoy Farms west of Grants Pass, now well-
known for its pumpkin patch, corn maze and other
family events during harvest season.

“Dad was active and productive until the end,” Bob
said Monday. “He was doing what he wanted to do.”

On Friday, Walt was headed home from an errand
to Grants Pass to pick up a part for a tractor when he
lost control of his car on Upper River Road and hit a
tree at Granite Hill Cemetery.

He was still alive when rescue personnel pulled
him from the wreckage, but died that evening at
Asante Three Rivers Medical Center. He was 97.

He was a pillar
of the agricultural

community in
Josephine County

Courtesy of the Crouse family

Walter Crouse Jr. served in the Navy
during World War II before returning
home and starting a dairy. He died
last Friday at the age of 97 after a
car crash west of Grants Pass.

Turn to LEASE, Page 5A

Turn to DISSENT, Page 5A

Turn to CROUSE, Page 7A

Turn to FAIR, Page 5A

TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier

Fairgrounds Manager Tamra Martin estimates higher attendance than last year’s 60,000 for the four-day county fair.
Good crowds turned out for the carnival, truck and tractor pulls, and the rodeo.

By Gillian Flaccus
Associated Press

PORTLAND — After previous political rallies that ended
in violence, police in Portland earned praise Monday from
outside observers for using a natural barrier — the
Willamette River — to keep dueling protesters apart during
a weekend far-right rally and large counterdemonstration
that included a subset of masked and black-clad anti-fas-
cists.

Two of the 13 people arrested Saturday made a first court
appearance Monday, while the rest have court dates next
month to allow authorities to process reams of evidence,
including videos and photos posted on social media, the
Multnomah County district attorney’s office said in a state-
ment. More arrests may come as those postings are
reviewed, authorities said.

As the city returned to normal, Mayor Ted Wheeler called
Saturday’s dueling demonstrations a win for residents. Ore-
gon’s top federal prosecutor called the handling of the event
a “definitive counterpoint” for those on both sides who have

Portland police praised
for keeping protesters
apart at dueling rallies

NOAH BERGER/Associated Press

Members of the Proud Boys and other far-right-wing demonstra-
tors march across the Hawthorne Bridge and over the Willamette
River during an “End Domestic Terrorism” rally Saturday in Port-
land. The group included organizer Joe Biggs, in green hat, and
Proud Boys Chairman Enrique Tarrio, holding megaphone. Turn to PORTLAND, Page 7A

WALTER CROUSE JR.
1922-2019



and arrived at a time when ten-
sions continue to flare up about
an abundance of city projects in
the works.

This includes a new $81 mil-
lion water treatment plant and
talk of condemning the
Copeland Sand & Gravel prop-
erty to build it, rising costs for
a now $9 million Department of
Public Safety Building, the sur-
prise $1 million purchase of
Dollar Mountain, and ongoing
debate about what to do with
the city's 248-acre River Road
Reserve.

Councilor Joel King was the
first to bring that point to light
since he and others often have
varying thoughts on a variety
of issues.

“And that’s OK,” King told
his colleagues. “It’s not for me
to all of a sudden censor them
and say, ‘You signed that, so
you can’t do that.’”

City Manager Aaron Cubic,
who helped draft the new rules
with Mayor Roy Lindsay and
Council President Tyler Flam-
ing, defended the process on the
grounds there would not have
been any such censorship issue,
signature or not.

“It doesn’t say that you can’t
have your own opinion,” Cubic
said. “It means that you will
accept the position of the
majority.”

Flaming said that the new
guidelines emerged after a
member of an advisory com-
mittee wrote emails that Flam-
ing characterized as trying to
bully other members of the
same committee into resign-
ing. He didn’t name names,
including the name of the com-
mittee.

On Monday, Flaming contin-
ued to insist the new rules
should be described as “guiding
principles,” which he said he
believes are necessary to help
keep meetings on track and
have members “respect the out-
come of the group process.”

Flaming said he viewed the
new policy as more as a code of
conduct.

“The paper likes to say
these are rules,” he com-
plained, referring to the Daily
Courier’s coverage of push-
back. “These aren’t rules,
they’re guiding principles.
They’re guidelines.”

The language was taken
from the city’s own agenda,
which referred to the new poli-
cy as “decision-making ground
rules.”

The crux of the debate was
rule No. 5, which states: “I am
willing to accept the group’s
position now and in the
future.”

Councilor Barry Eames said
he questioned needing to
change rules based on a single
upset.

“I think it’s a little more
than what needs to be there,”
he said.

Councilor DJ Faszer called
the new process unnecessary,
adding that there should be no
need for committee members to
sign such an agreement on
meeting rules they should have
already reviewed.

“It’s already in the [City
Council] handbook,” Faszer
said. “It should have already
been read or understood.”

Councilor Dennis Roler said
that councilors and committee
members often changed views,
even after a vote, if new factors
come into play. That included
Monday’s decision to revise the
guidelines.

“We get new information and
say we want to talk about it
some more,” Roler said. “I
think that’s, to a big extent, a
big part of it.”

Before wrapping up Mon-
day’s meeting, Eames asked if
city councilors had the ability
to remove any committee mem-
ber from a position, regardless
of any new consensus forms or
current language in the City
Council handbook.

Mayor Lindsay was quick to
answer.

“I have been told that is
affirmative,” Lindsay said of
the City Council’s authority.

———
Reach reporter Sean Bassinger

at 541-474-3806 or
sbassinger@thedailycourier.com.

and their lanyards. It was all
ages, all branches, all gen-
ders. It was incredible to see
the support.”

She also found nostalgia.
“One couple I spoke with

had their first date at the
fairgrounds 31 years ago,”
Morgan said. “They said
they’d be back next year.

“People really came back
for nostalgia and to cele-
brate.”

Martin was thankful to the
community for supporting
the fair in her first year as
manager.

“It makes it worthwhile
for all the hours and hard
work we put in,” she said.

A tractor with five
engines popping wheelies for
100 yards revved up the
crowd at Friday night’s
truck and tractor pulls,
which filled 85% of the
grandstands with spectators,
Martin said. 

“Just like Boatnik, noise is
a big deal,” said Fair Board
Chairman Dan Shepard. “It’s
obvious the pulls were a
great success and the rodeo
was a great success. And the
4-H auction was a huge suc-
cess. You could tell spending
was up and numbers were
up.”

Sue Hunt of the OSU
Extension said Saturday’s
junior livestock auction for
FFA and 4-H brought in
over $500,000 in bids, the
highest she could remember.

The grand champs and
their buyers were Jace
McGowan (beef, Southern
Oregon Sanitation), Teegan
Anderson (goat, River Valley
Restaurant, Cave Junction),
Sophie Eaggleston (sheep,
Evergreen Federal).

Grants Pass duo Relative
Soul won the Battle of the
Bands competition.

Scott Chancey of
Josephine Community Tran-
sit said the shuttle service
from the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints
on Williams Highway was
not well-used, until Friday
when the fair ran out of
parking.

The shuttle carried 35 peo-
ple Wednesday, followed by
46, 81 and 20 the last three
days of the fair.

The fair originally
planned to use the former
Bank of America parking lot
between Sixth and Seventh
streets downtown, but that
plan fell through.

———
Reach reporter Jeff Duewel

at 541-474-3720 or
jduewel@thedailycourier.com.

who said he’s trying to serve
his community and save horse
racing. Portland Meadows,
once Oregon’s premier race-
track, held its final race in
February, leaving the indus-
try’s future in the state in ques-
tion.

“I care greatly about our
community, and the fair-
grounds in particular,” said
Boersma, who is partnering
with Churchill Downs, home of
the Kentucky Derby, for its
expertise on the horse racing
setup.

Boersma vowed that the
BMX track would be replaced
with a facility elsewhere that
would be as good or better than
the one now in place.

“They won’t be left without a
quality place,” he said. “I will

never compromise kids in a
business pursuit.”

Boersma said the deal could
bring “an economic infusion of
capital” to the fairgrounds,
which was on life support and
at risk of closure just a few
years ago due to a lack of rev-
enue.

The new off-track betting
facility would include a restau-
rant and a bar. Patrons would
be able to wager on local races,
races run elsewhere around the
country, and even on races run
in the past, on gambling
devices known as historical rac-
ing machines.

A lot needs to happen first,

however, and it could take a
couple years before construc-
tion takes place. A feasibility
study is planned.

Lease payments to the
county would be $175,000 annu-
ally, but they would jump to
$275,000 a year with adjust-
ments for inflation over time if
the facility is built. The lease
allows Boersma options to
extend the length of the lease
twice for 24.5 years each time,
making for a potential 99-year
lease.

Parking and the location of
horse stalls are issues to be
resolved, but parking at the
new facility and during horse

races must not hamper fair-
grounds operations, according
to the lease. Additional stalls
might be constructed, and tem-
porary stalls are expected to be
used in the meantime. Addition-
al land might need to be bought
to the west in order to meet
parking and other needs.

On days when there’s no
horse racing, the infield of the
track would be generally avail-
able for soccer and other uses
on synthetic turf fields that are
currently under construction.
Those fields and related
improvements are part of a
multi-million project already
underway by Love Abounds,
the charitable arm of Dutch
Bros.

Dan Shepard, chairman of
the fair board, didn’t know
what the new money would be
spent on, but he said it’s wel-
come income. It wasn’t that
long ago that they were talking

about closing the fairgrounds,
which has been getting by on
fees, building rentals and dona-
tions.

“You can’t keep raising
rents,” he said.

He gave credit for the res-
urrection of the fairgrounds to
former fairgrounds manager
Mary Groves and to fair board
members who brought
renewed life. Several big
donors came forward, build-
ings were upgraded and the
public responded to fundrais-
ing efforts, making the fair-
grounds more attractive. A
master plan is now in the
works for the entire fair-
grounds.

“The fairgrounds is going
full bore and the future looks
bright,” Shepard said.

———
Reach reporter Shaun Hall

at 541-474-3726 or 
shall@thedailycourier.com.

 Want to see our ad online?
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 PRICES EFFECTIVE 
 WED. 8/21/19

 THRU TUE.
 8/27/19

 MON.-SAT. 8:30-6:30 • SUN. 10-5
 603 ROGUE RIVER HWY.
 GRANTS PASS
 Oregon Trail, Credit and 
 Debit Cards Accepted

 “The  Fresh Food  Folks”

 ORGANIC BULK FOODS
 Organic Med. Shred Coconut . . . . . . . $1.89  lb.

 Organic White Jasmine Rice . . . . . . . . . $2.29  lb.

 Organic Pumpkin Seeds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.29  lb.

 Organic Dried Apricots . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.49  lb.

 Organic Black Chia Seeds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.59  lb.  Van’s Waffles, Organic or Wheat-Free $2.79 8 oz.

 FRUIT  FRUIT 
 

 
SPREAD SPREAD

 Barbara’s Large Selection Assorted

 $ 3 49 $

 Mediterranean Unrefined

 Local Freestone  Northwest Grown Sweet

 Northwest Tomatoes  $ 1 .28  lb.

 Juicy Northwest Grown

 Red or Black Plums  $ 1 .48  lb.

 Valencia

 Apricots  $2.69  lb.

 Assorted Varieties Sweet 

 Tropical Mangos  98¢   ea.

 98 ¢ ¢
 lb.

 Slicing Cucumbers  58¢   ea

 BULK SOAPS, LOTIONS, 
 WASHES, SHAMPOOS, 

 CONDITIONERS, MORE!

 Bring your own container

 1 0% OFF

 Stretch Island Fruit Leathers 2/99¢

 NEOCELL

 Red or Black Plums  $ 1 .69  lb.

 $ 1 5 99
 1 20 gummies

 Crofter’s Premium Organic

 Baby Carrots   $1.49  1 lb. pkg.

 $ 2 79 $

 NATURE’S PLUS

 SAVE
 $4.00!

 8-14 oz.

 Red, Green, Romaine

 Bunched Carrots  $ 1 .99  bu.

 $ 1 38 $
 lb.

 Justin’s

 Naturally Delicious!

 ALMOND  ALMOND 
 

 
BUTTER BUTTER

 Back to Nature

 Assorted Varieties

 COOKIES COOKIES

 $ 3 99 $

 Kettle Party Size

 Six Varieties

 Cherry, Raspberry, More!

 Hermiston Oregon

 $ 1 08 $
 lb.

 Northwest Green

 $ 3 69 $  $ 3 49 $

 Annie’s Organic

 Large Selection
 8 oz.

 13 oz.

 $ 9 99 $
 16 oz.

 Red or Black

 Tropical Mangos  $ 1 .19  ea.

 Hass Avocados  $1.28  ea.

 48 ¢ ¢
 lb.

 $ 1 1 95
 60 fast-acting

 20 lb. Box  $ 2 4.85

 RAINBOW LIGHT

 $ 3 0 99
 90 tablets

 SAVE
 $ 1 1.70!

 6-12 oz.

 NECTARINES NECTARINES

 $ 1 08 $

 Crisp Iceberg

 GUMMY GLOW
 Collagen & B + Biotin.

 SAVE
 $4.00!

 $ 1 99 $ 1  lb.

 2/88 ¢ ¢

 CEREALS  POTATO  POTATO 
 

 
CHIPS CHIPS

 ACTIVE ADULT 50+
 Made with fruits, vegetables and 

 probiotics. Gluten free, one a day.

 SALAD  SALAD 
 

 
DRESSINGS DRESSINGS

 10 oz.

 CORN CORN

 99 ¢ ¢
 lb.

 PLUMS

 So Delicious Dairy/Soy Free Coconut Milk

 YOGURT  $ 1 79     5.3 oz.

 Crystal Geyser Assorted Flavors

 MINERAL WATER   $ 1 29     Lt. + dep.

 Vita Coco Organic, Virgin, Unrefined

 COCONUT OIL  $ 6 99     14 oz.

 HEMA-PLEX
 Iron with Cofactors. Vegan.

 ea.

 PEACHES PEACHES

 CANTALOUPE CANTALOUPE  LETTUCE LETTUCE  MELONS MELONS

 LEAF LETTUCE
 $ 1 59 $ 1  bu.

 CABBAGE  ORANGES

 99 ¢ ¢
 lb.
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The River City BMX bicycle racing track could be moved and a horse racing and betting facility built in its place on fairgrounds property as
part of a new lease. Dutch Bros Coffee CEO Travis Boersma vowed that the BMX track would be replaced elsewhere.

Lease From 1A I care greatly about our community,
and the fairgrounds in particular.”

— TRAVIS BOERSMA
CEO, Dutch Bros Coffee

“

Fair From 1A

Dissent From 1A

Wild Things runs every Friday in the sports section. To be featured, 
send photos of wildflowers, seasonal animals and insects to 

wdavis@thedailycourier.com
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By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

Outside the Basker Auditorium
on Tuesday, Dutch Bros Coffee
co-founder and CEO Travis
Boersma shook hands with
Josephine County Commissioner
Dan DeYoung.

Boersma and the county had
just formally agreed on a long-
term lease to expand horse rac-
ing at the county fairgrounds.
The agreement is seen by the par-

ties as good for horse racing in
Oregon, good for the future of the
fairgrounds and good for Grants
Pass.

“It takes community,” Boers-
ma said. “It takes great leader-
ship. It’s the right thing for the
community.”

Boersma’s investment in the
fairgrounds is considerable, and
growing:

• His newly formed horse rac-
ing company, TMB Racing, will
pay $175,000 annually to use and

upgrade Grants Pass Downs and
related facilities.

• That commitment grows to
$275,000 annually if he builds a
restaurant, lounge and race-bet-
ting building on fairgrounds prop-
erty at Redwood Avenue and
Allen Creek Road, where the
River City BMX track is located.
The track would be relocated.

The building might be about
30,000 to 35,000 square feet,
according to Boersma, or a bit
more than half the size of a foot-

ball field. It could be used for
both off-track betting and gam-
bling on what’s known in the
industry as historic racing termi-
nals, which are similar to video
gambling machines.

• The charitable arm of Dutch
Bros, Love Abounds, is construct-
ing synthetic turf playing fields in
the racetrack’s infield at a cost of
more than $5 million. The fields
would be used for sports and

County, Boersma agree on
lease to expand horse racing

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

FORT VANNOY — Christine Riedy and Mike
Egan weren’t home Monday evening when a 40-
foot-long oak branch fell onto power lines on
their property near Gunnell Road west of
Grants Pass.

Luckily a neighbor heard the crash, saw the
sparks, and called 911.

The neighbor’s wife even hosed down some
smoldering grass.

When firefighters arrived, the tiny fire had-
n’t gone anywhere, as it wasn’t windy. Even so,
the sparks blackened a 30-by-30 foot area.
Pacific Power came and fixed the lines that the
limb brought down.

Disaster averted.
“I feel extremely lucky and grateful,” Riedy

said on Tuesday. “All day I’ve been pinching
myself, saying thank you, thank you, that it did-
n’t take off.”

Power line fires caught national attention
last year when much of Paradise, California,
was destroyed by the Camp Fire, killing 85 peo-
ple and leading to PG&E filing for bankruptcy.

Despite the smoke from the Taylor Creek

Power lines have
sparked 21 fires
in county in 2019

PAINTING A PIECE OF HISTORY

By Jill Colvin
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump
is insisting that the U.S. already has “very,
very strong background checks” for gun pur-
chases. It’s the latest sign that he is backing
away from throwing his political support behind
changes to the system that are opposed by the
powerful gun lobby.

Speaking to reporters in the Oval Office on
Tuesday, Trump also noted “a lot of the people
that put me where I am are strong believers in
the Second Amendment,” and he suggested he
worries about blurring the contrast between
Republicans and Democrats on the issue.

“We have to be very careful about that,” he
said.

A gradual rhetorical softening by Trump has
taken place in the more than two weeks since
gunmen opened fire in El Paso, Texas, then in
Dayton, Ohio, leaving more than 30 people

Trump dials back
his rhetoric on
background checks
for gun buyers

By Casey Crowley
of the Daily Courier

Seismic upgrades at High-
land Elementary are now
expected to approach $250,000
over budget, $100,000 more
than previously stated.

The total cost of the project
is expected to be around $1.75
million. Of that, about $1.5 mil-
lion is paid for by a grant from
Business Oregon, the state’s

economic development agency.
The Grants Pass School Dis-

trict will need to pay for any
costs that exceed the amount
of the grant. As a result, the
district has delayed a few
small capital projects.

“At this point I don’t think it
is going to go up — $250,000 is
the highest mark,” said Dis-
trict 7 Business Director Sher-
ry Ely, who previously esti-
mated the project was topping

out at $150,000 over budget.
The main problem has been

installation of pin piles, which
were originally expected to
take a week but took three
weeks to complete. Pin pies
are 2- to 6- inch pipes used to
strengthen foundations.

The upgrades are intended
to make the school more stable
in the event of an earthquake.

Seismic upgrades at Highland
Elementary $250K over budget
The school district will need to pay for any costs that exceed $1.5 million grant

SHAUN HALL/Daily Courier

Josephine County Commissioner Dan DeYoung
(left) speaks with Dutch Bros Coffee co-founder
and CEO Travis Boersma on Tuesday in Grants
Pass. Boersma and his horse-racing company,
TMB Racing, reached a deal to lease the county
fairgrounds racetrack for up to 99 years.

Turn to POWER, Page 5A

Turn to GUNS, Page 5A

Turn to RACING, Page 5A

Turn to SEISMIC, Page 5A

Photos by CHRIS BRISTOL/Daily Courier

John Michener was busy Tuesday adding
to his mural on the side of the historic
Redwoods Hotel in downtown Grants
Pass. Michener is a commercial artist
from Enterprise who says he has done
some of his best work in Southern Ore-
gon. His mural of the long-gone Hotel
Josephine, which once sat adjacent to
the Redwoods Hotel before it burned
down in 1975, is a popular local example
of visual 3D trickery known as trompe
l'oeil. He said he was hired to embellish
on the mural, adding blue skies, a plane
pulling a banner with the city’s “It’s The
Climate” motto, and, at the very top, a
starry, starry night scene.

Work continues
on seismic
upgrades at High-
land Elementary
School to help the
school withstand
an earthquake.
The project is
over budget, per-
haps by as much
as $250,000. It
likely won’t be fin-
ished until after
the start of the
school year.

TIMOTHY BULLARD
Daily Courier 

• Trump cancels trip to Denmark
over Greenland debate. Page 7A.

Grants Pass Downs could see new building that houses a restaurant, lounge and betting parlor



activities.
• There is incipient talk of

other improvements, including
an amphitheater on the Rogue
River, which runs behind the
fairgrounds.

“Stay tuned,” Boersma said.
“There’s a lot of improvements
coming.”

Issues yet to be worked out
include additional parking and
the need for additional horse
stalls to accommodate about
400 horses. The fairgrounds
currently accommodates fewer
than 200 horses in permanent
stalls.

The county owns land on the
west side of the fairgrounds
that might be used as a loca-
tion for temporary stalls. It’s
undetermined if county-owned
riverfront property north of the
racetrack might be used for
stalls or a new RV park loca-
tion. It’s possible that addition-
al land purchases might be
needed. The racing is not sup-
posed to take away parking
used for other fairgrounds
activities, under terms of the

lease.
Tuesday’s agreement, made

with the unanimous approval
of DeYoung and commission-
ers Darin Fowler and Lily Mor-
gan, clears the way for several
upcoming actions, including a
feasibility study for the race-
betting building, a fairgrounds
master plan and — in the short
term — the arrival in a few
days of horses and their train-
ers.

Racing is scheduled to start
Sept. 22 under a license
obtained by TMB Racing from
the Oregon Racing Commis-
sion. Under the lease deal, rac-
ing will run into early Novem-
ber and then pick up again in
the spring, with at least 35 days
of racing scheduled a year. The
racing will fill a void left by the
closure of Portland Meadows.

Boersma is expected to
partner on the venture with
Churchill Downs, operator of
the Kentucky Derby, multiple
racetracks and casinos across
the country.

The lease is for 50 years,
with options for a total of 99
years. DeYoung termed the
agreement “a darned good
product.” He made his com-

ments to about a dozen people
in attendance in the auditori-
um, including Boersma.

DeYoung said he considered
what the public would think of
commissioners if the deal did-
n’t go through.

“I don’t like tar,” he said. “I
don’t like feathers. I don’t like
rails.”

“I can’t express what the
magnitude of this agreement
is,” he said.

Fowler said the nature of
negotiations and a tight time-
line meant the public got only
24 hours to review the 50-plus
page lease before commission-
ers approved it at Tuesday’s
special meeting.

“When you’re talking about
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars, then you have to be able
to negotiate without the public
watching the whole process,”
he said.

Fowler also congratulated
the community for helping to
rescue the fairgrounds from
financial peril and possible clo-
sure a few years ago, following
budget cuts. It’s now a success-
ful events center, he said.

“The community really ral-
lied around the fairgrounds,”

Fowler said.
The fairgrounds exists

mainly on donations, fees and
building rentals. And now,
horse racing revenue.

In answer to concerns that
the county was selling out the
fairgrounds to a business, fair
board chairman Dan Shepard
said that horse racing is only
one facet of the fairgrounds,
which has events and activities
booked there through next
year.

“It hasn’t been sold out,”
Shepard said, adding that
“there’s still challenges.”

Fair board member Linda
Bradley said the county had
over time neglected to main-
tain fairgrounds buildings, but
that improvements had been
made over the last few years.
She said the new money from
horse racing could be an addi-
tional help.

“What we need money for is
deferred maintenance,” she
said.

“I love racing,” Bradley
added. “It’s a sport. It’s fun.”

———
Reach reporter Shaun Hall

at 541-474-3726 or
shall@thedailycourier.com.

So far Riverside Elemen-
tary, South Middle School and
Allen Dale Elementary have
undergone similar upgrades —
paid for with state money —
and all came in under budget.

There have been reports on
the seismic stability done on
each school in the district.
Highland and North Middle
School were determined to be
the worst and both had risks of
partial collapse in the event of
an earthquake. Highland and
North are situated adjacent to
each other on Northwest High-
land Avenue.

The work at Highland is
being done by Vitus Construc-
tion of Gold Hill.

The work has been ongoing
over the summer. The only part
of the project that won’t be
done before school starts is an
underground storage area that
Ely said isn’t used for educa-
tion purposes. That area will be
closed off until the work on it is
finished.

“They are pushing hard to
get done. The majority of pro-
jects will be done by the time
school starts,” Ely said. 

Some of the capital projects
the district delayed are: remod-

eled bathrooms at North, demo-
lition of an auxiliary building at
North, and a new scoreboard at
South.

Since 2009, Business Oregon
has awarded seismic grants
statewide to 224 schools and 101
emergency service buildings,
totaling $382 million. District 7
plans to seek seismic grants for
Redwood Elementary and Lin-
coln Elementary.

The program was created
after the discovery of the Cas-
cadia Subduction Zone off the
Oregon coast in the 1990s and
that an earthquake between
magnitude 8 and 9 occurs about
every 300-500 years along the
subduction zone, depending on
location.

Based in part on submerged
“ghost forest” tree ring analysis
and Japanese tsunami record-
keeping, scientists have con-
cluded the last big Cascadia
quake occurred on Jan. 26, 1700.

The district has held off
seeking state money for North
Middle School in case voters
approve a construction bond of
$95.63 million in November that
would pay for a more resilient
replacement of the entire facili-
ty.

———
Reach reporter Casey Crowley

at 541-474-3813 or
ccrowley@thedailycourier.com.

dead. Trump said in the
tragedies’ wake that he was
eager to implement “very
meaningful background
checks” and told reporters
there was “tremendous sup-
port” for action.

“We don’t want people that
are mentally ill, people that
are sick — we don’t want them
having guns,” he said.

But in the days since,
Trump has changed his tone.
He said Tuesday that, while the
current system has “sort of
missing areas and areas that
don’t complete the whole cir-
cle,” it is overall “very, very
strong” — even though federal
law only requires background
checks for guns sold through
licensed firearm dealers.

And he said he worried
about the potential risk of a
“slippery slope,” where “all of
a sudden everything gets taken
away.” Just 11 days earlier
Trump dismissed that very
same “slippery slope” thinking,
which he attributed to the
National Rifle Association. “I
don’t agree with that,” he said
then.

The waffling drew anger
from Democrats, including
Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer, who said if Trump is
serious about action he should
call on Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell to
put a House-passed back-
ground checks bill up for a
vote.

“These retreats are heart-
breaking, particularly for the
families of the victims of gun
violence,” Schumer tweeted.

Republicans have refused
to take up several Democratic-
backed gun control bills that
passed the House, and histori-
cally they have opposed many
efforts to strengthen the
nation’s gun laws.

Sen. Chris Murphy, D-
Conn., who spoke with Trump
last week, said the president
expressed support then for
working across the aisle “to
come up with a background
checks bill that can pass the
Senate and save lives.” While
he said he would wait to hear
from Trump again directly, he
compared the episode to
Trump’s flip-flop on back-
ground checks following the
Parkland, Florida, shooting
after intervention from the

NRA.
“It’s time for Republicans

and President Trump to decide
whose side they’re on,” Murphy
said in a statement. “Are they
going to stand with the 90% of
Americans who want universal
background checks, or are they
going to once again kowtow to
the desires of the gun lobby?”

Trump, who has reversed
course on gun issues through-
out his adult life, had insisted
when pressed by skeptical
reporters earlier this month
that this time would be differ-
ent because the composition of
the House and Senate had
changed.

But a senior White House
official pushed back on the
notion that Trump was backing
away from support for legisla-
tive changes, noting that
Trump has repeatedly voiced a
desire to get something done.

The person, who spoke on
the condition of anonymity to
discuss internal deliberations,
said that the White House’s
policy and legislative affairs
teams have been discussing
potential options, in addition to
ongoing conversations with
members of Congress led by

Eric Ueland, the director of
legislative affairs.

They also said “meaningful
background checks” remain on
the table, even after Trump
spoke again by phone Tuesday
with NRA chief executive
Wayne LaPierre.

LaPierre tweeted the two
had discussed “the best ways to
prevent these types of
tragedies,” and called Trump
“a strong #2A President and
supports our Right to Keep and
Bear Arms!”

While two Democrats on the
Hill described talks with the
White House as largely stalled,
others said White House offi-
cials have been engaged in
continued conversations with
Democratic and Republican
lawmakers. That includes
staff-level conversations with
Murphy’s office since he spoke
with Trump last Sunday,
according to one Senate
staffer.

“The White House has been
very responsive to our office,”
said Steve Kelly, a spokesman
for Republican Sen. Pat
Toomey of Pennsylvania, who
has long pushed a bipartisan
expanded background check

bill with Democratic Sen. Joe
Manchin of West Virginia. 

Republicans have been try-
ing to build support for more
modest measures, including so-
called red-flag bills from Sen.
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and
Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., that
would allow friends and family
to petition authorities to keep
guns away from some people.
But those efforts are also run-
ning into trouble from conserv-
atives, who worry about due
process and infringing on gun
owners’ rights.

Meanwhile, NRA spokes-
woman Amy Hunter said the
group “has always supported
efforts to keep firearms out of
the hands of criminals and the
dangerously mentally ill” and
“appreciates the president’s
desire to find logical ways of
accomplishing that goal.”

“However, even the most
ardent anti-gun advocates
would concede expanded back-
ground checks would not have
stopped any of the recent high-
profile shootings,” she said. “In
order to reduce gun deaths, we
must address the root causes of
crime.”

and Klondike fires, the most
harrowing fire near Grants
Pass last year was the Hugo
Road Fire, which started on
Labor Day weekend when a
branch fell on a power line
leading to a pump house. It
destroyed two houses, and
threatened over 100.

This year Pacific Power
implemented a program to cut
off power in case of extreme
conditions, but no public safety
shutoffs have occurred.

Shelly Hoffer of the Oregon
Department of Forestry said
she was a bit worried when the
National Weather Service
issued a red flag advisory last
Friday for high winds. The
worry was for any kind of fire,
not just power line related, she
said.

“I’m always worried from
mid-July to mid-September,”
she said. “This is Southern Ore-
gon. We know we’re going to
have fires.”

Those winds knocked a
branch into a power line in
Colonial Valley on Friday night,
igniting a small fire that
Rural/Metro Fire quickly
snuffed out.

This fire season, 21 fires
have resulted from interaction
with power lines in Josephine
County, none of them reaching
larger than 1.5 acres, Hoffer
said. That includes birds and
animals arcing on poles. One
windy day in late June limbs
falling onto lines started four
fires.

Last year’s fire season had
38 fires related to power lines,
all small except for the Hugo
Road Fire, which burned more
than 100 acres.

“It’s part of the hazard of
having above-ground power
lines, and power poles,” Hoffer
said. “We get them from people
running into them at night in
car accidents.”

Pacific Power has stepped
up its vegetation management.

Christina Kruger of Pacific

Power said the utility will
prune about 40,000 trees in
Josephine County, similar to
last year’s total, but they’re
adding to that by clearing vege-
tation around 7,200 poles in the
area this year.

Hoffer said ODF also does
power line inspections, with fire
engines driving miles of roads.

“If they see branches are
turning brown or close to power
lines, we send a report (to
Pacific Power),” Hoffer said.
“They work really hard at keep-
ing limbs trimmed. I don’t
know how they keep up with it.”

Austin Prince, division chief
for Rural/Metro, said it’s not
just power lines that have fire-
fighters on alert.

“It’s just one of many igni-
tion sources,” Prince said.
“Power lines just happened to
be related to the big disastrous
fire in California that killed
people. A lot of power lines hit
the ground and don’t start
fires.”

Incredibly, he said crews are
still finding people doing open
burning in the peak of the dry
season.

He added that during red
flag conditions a small fire like
the one at Riedy and Egan’s
property has the potential to be
catastrophic.

“We’re more concerned with
the weather conditions that will
fuel a fire to get bigger,” he
said.

After a cooldown and a
chance of rain today, tempera-
tures are forecast to soar right
back into the mid 90s by week-
end. Though it’s been mostly
smoke-free this summer, no one
is letting down their guard.

Riedy said the big oak tree,
minus one large limb, still
hangs over the power lines on
the property. Pacific Power
representatives told her they
might take the rest of the oak
down.

“I hope they do, before more
damage can be done,” she said.

———
Reach reporter Jeff Duewel

at 541-474-3720 or
jduewel@thedailycourier.com.
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Power From 1A

TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier

A 40-foot-long oak branch fell onto power lines and
sparked a small fire at a property belonging to Chris-
tine Riedy and Mike Egan near Gunnell Road west of
Grants Pass on Monday. 

Guns From 1A

Seismic From 1A

Racing From 1A

Suspect in huge Capital One
breach seeks release from jail
By Gene Johnson
Associated Press

SEATTLE — Lawyers for a
transgender woman charged in
a massive data breach at Capi-
tal One asked a judge Tuesday
to release her from federal cus-
tody, saying that for her to
remain jailed with men is a
serious threat to her mental
health.

Paige Thompson, a talented
computer programmer from
Seattle who goes by the online
handle “erratic,” was arrested
last month after the FBI said
she obtained personal informa-
tion from more than 100 million
Capital One credit applications.
There is no indication she sold
or distributed the data.

A hearing is scheduled for
Friday before Magistrate
Judge Michelle Peterson on
whether Thompson will remain
at the Federal Detention Cen-
ter in SeaTac pending trial.
Prosecutors say she should
because she presents a flight
risk and is a danger to herself
and others. They said she has
“a long history of threatening
behavior that includes repeated

threats to kill others, to kill
herself, and to commit suicide
by cop,” and that in May police
investigated after she made
threats to shoot up a California
social media company.

In a response filed in U.S.
District Court on Tuesday, her
attorneys, federal public
defenders Mohammad Hamou-
di and Christopher Sanders,
asked for her to be released to
a halfway house where she
would have better access to
mental health care.

They cited the other suicides
and suicide attempts in federal
pretrial detention — including
the recent death of Jeffrey
Epstein — as evidence that
such facilities are ill-equipped
to support defendants suffering
from serious mental health
issues. And, they said, a psychi-
atric evaluation of Thompson
performed by Dr. Matt Golden-
berg noted that feminizing hor-
mones had created permanent
changes in Thompson, includ-
ing breast growth, that could
put her at higher risk of abuse.

“The risk of being continu-
ously misgendered and becom-
ing a target for intimidation by

other inmates is likely
increased in a male facility,”
Goldenberg wrote. “Longterm
placement in a men’s facility
will likely increase Paige’s
gender dysphoria, depression,
and risk of suicide.”

Thompson’s lawyers also
filed a letter of support from
the American Civil Liberties
Union urging her release.

“The conditions that many
transgender women face in
prison result in lifelong trau-
ma, adverse health conse-
quences, and at times, death,”
ACLU attorney Chase Strangio
wrote to the court. “Too many
end up being abused or engag-
ing in self-harm in the midst of
trauma and emotional crisis.”

The defense lawyers noted
that Thompson had never
before been arrested nor
assaulted anyone, and they
submitted a statement from
one of her housemates, Diane
Eakes, saying that while
Thompson tries to get attention
by saying outlandish things,
she would never hurt anyone.

Further, they said, Supreme
Court precedent dictates that
unless the government demon-

strates a serious risk of flight,
pretrial detention is only avail-
able for the most serious
crimes, including crimes of
violence, serious drug crimes,
and offenses that can bring a
life sentence.

Hamoudi and Sanders said
there is no evidence Thompson
might flee, and that in fact she
has always cooperated when
contacted by law enforcement
before. Following the threat to
the social media company, a
Seattle police officer wrote in a
report, “I am familiar with
Paige Thompson and my unit
has a response plan for her,”
and found she had no means or
money to travel to California.

Their filing also filled in
some of Thompson’s biographi-
cal background, noting she
grew up in Arkansas and
dropped out after her first year
of high school as she struggled
with her gender identity. 

Assistant U.S. attorneys
Andrew Friedman and Steven
Masada anticipated that
Thompson’s lawyers would
seek her release on mental
health grounds in a memoran-
dum filed earlier this month.
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By Sean Bassinger
of the Daily Courier

District Attorney Ryan Mulkins is
moving on after a four-year run as
Josephine County’s top prosecutor.

Mulkins on Friday confirmed that
he is stepping down after the gover-
nor’s office announced it was seeking
applicants for the position. His resig-
nation is effective Sept. 30.

Mulkins, 41, told the Daily Courier

he is relocating from
the area for his
wife’s job. He
declined to say
where, but did say
his wife works in
medical device sales.

“Sad to go,” he
said, adding he is
recommending
Senior Deputy Dis-

trict Attorney Josh Eastman to fill the

vacant slot.
Looking back over the years,

Mulkins said he inherited “a tight
ship” when he took over for then-DA
Stephen Campbell in 2015 and that he
expects current staff and prosecutors
at the office to not “skip a beat” with-
out him.

“I felt like I kept the ship intact,”
he said.

A native of Portland and a 2005
graduate of Willamette University Col-

lege of Law, Mulkins was in private
practice before he joined the district
attorney’s office as a deputy prosecu-
tor in 2007.

In 2011, he was named the state’s
top child-sex crimes prosecutor, and
in 2015, he was promoted to the top
slot by then-Gov. John Kitzhaber fol-
lowing Campbell’s retirement that
year.

The following year, he was elected
to a full four-year term. His term

expires Dec. 31, 2020. His replacement,
as appointed by Gov. Kate Brown, will
serve out the term.

In a press release, the governor’s
office said it is now accepting applica-
tions “from candidates with a diversi-
ty of backgrounds and experiences.”

As a prosecutor, Mulkins said he
put extra focus into helping victims
over the years.

Mulkins stepping down as county DA

By Casey Crowley
of the Daily Courier

A new Rogue Community College
Board of Education policy expects
members to support all decisions
made by the board whether they agree
with them or not, much like the one
that bedeviled the Grants Pass City

Council recently.
In June, the board approved an

updated code of ethics that includes a
new policy stating board members
should “recognize decisions are made
by a majority vote and should be sup-
ported by all board members.”

Each member of the board is also
asked to sign a “compliance state-

ment” for the code of ethics.
That’s similar to a new policy the

Grants Pass City Council passed last
month — and tried to impose on its
various citizen-volunteer advisory com-
mittees — before removing the signa-
ture requirement earlier this week over
concerns it was heavy-handed.

Kevin Talbert, chairman of the

RCC board, said he has no such con-
cerns.

“Once the board decideds some-
thing, we do think it is best practice
for all of the board to support it,” Tal-
bert said.

Talbert said the change wasn’t
because of any specific incident,
instead describing it as just one of

numerous policy updates the board
adopted as part of RCC applying for
reaccreditation. The policy was an
example of best practices from the
Oregon Community College Associa-
tion, according to RCC’s marketing
director, Grant Walker.

Talbert said there is no mechanism
for enforcing the policy if a board

New RCC board policy frowns on public dissent after decisions

Lottery nearing reintroduction of sports wagering

Last year, a member publicly criticized group’s determination to move nursing program from Grants Pass to White City

MULKINS

Turn to MULKINS, Page 5A

Turn to RCC, Page 5A

By Jason McMillen
of the Daily Courier

The Oregon Department of Trans-
portation has set in motion plans to
curb the carnage on the Redwood
Highway, but the agency worries engi-
neering alone won’t be enough without
more patrols by state troopers to curb
the other half of the equation — irre-
sponsible driving.

“Engineering helps a little to pre-
vent crashes, but what it can’t do is
address the speeding and the impaired
and distracted driving,” said Gary
Leaming, regional spokesman for
ODOT.

“That’s where we need help from
people — taking personal responsibili-
ty for their actions, and, for those who
don’t, additional law enforcement.”

Leaming recently produced a
report on Redwood Highway safety
concerns, which he called “signifi-
cant,” in response to news stories that
note the route is ranked as one of the
most dangerous in the country.

In his report, Leaming quoted the
Oregon State Police station comman-
der in Grants Pass as suggesting
improved patrols on the highway
would be possible only with extra

More patrols
would lessen
Redwood
Highway peril,
report says
ODOT says engineering
alone won’t be enough

Turn to HIGHWAY, Page 5A

By Dirk VanderHart
Oregon Public Broadcasting

When Oregon Republican state sen-
ators walked away from the job for
the second time in late June, Democ-
ratic leaders were adamant: They
would pay for it.

But punishment, if it comes at all,
will not be financial.

Senate Democrats announced Fri-
day that they were abandoning a plan
to fine Republicans $500 a day for the
walkout, amid concerns over a pro-
tracted lawsuit and questions about
how such unprecedented fines would
work.

“The decision not to issue the
invoices was a difficult one, given the
seriousness of the walkout,” Senate
Democrats said in a statement. “But

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

They look just like slot machines, and they provide the
backbone of what could be a state-of-the-art “racino”
right here in Grants Pass.

Known as historical racing machines, there could be
as many as 400 to 500 of them in the 35,000-square-foot
building planned by Travis Boersma of TMB Racing for
the Josephine County Fairgrounds in the coming years.

On the machines, bettors wager on horse races from
the past.

Really.
You can do a little bit of handicapping, depending on

the machines, but the information is limited.
Or you can simply push colored buttons and watch

spinning wheels and fruit as if you were inside Seven
Feathers Casino up the freeway.

“It’s very much similar to slot machines, but it’s a dif-
ferent platform as far as betting,” said Boersma,

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

Remember the good old days when
you could walk into Safeway, pull out
a paper computer card and a No. 2
pencil and bet on NFL games?

Operated by the Oregon Lottery,
the game was called Sports Action
back in the day — 1989 through 2007.

It even had NBA betting briefly, until
the league sued.

Eventually, the NFL version of
Sports Action went away under pres-
sure from the NCAA. In return, in
2009 Oregon hosted its first NCAA
men’s basketball tournament action
in more than 25 years.

But sports betting is returning to
Oregon, and soon.

A year after the U.S. Supreme
Court struck down a federal law that
banned commercial betting in Oregon
and other states, the Oregon Lottery
is launching a new version called Ore-
gon Lottery Scorecard.

Initially it will be accessible only
with a computer or smartphone.
Later it will expand to kiosks at Ore-
gon Lottery outlets.

Only professional sports will be
offered for wagering, for now.

The Oregon Lottery hopes to have
it operable early in the NFL season,
which starts on Sept. 5, said agency
spokesperson Matthew Shelby.

“When we started the project earli-
er this year we targeted the launch in

A GRANTS PASS ‘RACINO’?

KATHERINE JONES/The Idaho Statesman, 2014

Historical racing machines were introduced at Les Bois Park near Boise, Idaho, in 2014. The devices were eventually ruled illegal by
Idaho’s legislature in 2015, Les Bois closed in 2016, and in 2018, a ballot measure to legalize the machines failed to win over voters.

Turn to LOTTERY, Page 5A

Turn to RACINO, Page 5A

The River
City BMX

track on Red-
wood Avenue

would likely
be the site of
a new facility
built by TMB
Racing that

would be
home to per-

haps hun-
dreds of his-
torical racing

machines.

SHAUN HALL
Daily Courier

The racetrack lease signed Tuesday gives TMB Racing the option of building a new facility
that could be home to hundreds of gambling devices known as historical racing machines

State Senate
Democrats
drop plan
to fine GOP
counterparts

Turn to SENATE, Page 7A



“When you have opportuni-
ties to do good things for people
like that, it’s so rewarding and
fulfilling,” he said.

His term also happened to
coincide with a sharp increase
locally in fatal shootings by
police — six since he took
office, including one earlier this
month at the Oregon State
Police station in Grants Pass.

There had been only one in
modern history before that, and
that was in 2014, the year before
Campbell retired. Mulkins ruled
in all cases except for the most
recent one, which is currently
under review, that the shootings
were justified.

His colleagues on the oppo-
site side of the bar described a
positive relationship with
Mulkins and called his depar-

ture a loss for the community.
Pete Smith, a longtime pub-

lic defender, said Mulkins
fought for children, the elderly
and other victims of violent
crimes. Smith has practiced
law in Josephine County for 27
years.

“I think he’s been an excel-
lent public servant for
Josephine County,” he said of
Mulkins. “We were very lucky
to have him here.”

Veteran criminal defense
attorney Dan Simcoe shared
similar thoughts. Simcoe has
practiced law in Josephine
County since 1981.

Simcoe described Mulkins as
“extremely fair” in his cases.

“He’s willing to stop, listen
and take into consideration fac-
tors for particular defendants,”
he said.

Joe Maier with Southern
Oregon Public Defenders said
he had a lot of respect for

Mulkins inside and outside of
the courtroom. Maier has prac-
ticed law in Josephine County
since 1995, a period covering
Mulkins’ immediate predeces-
sors Campbell, Clay Johnson
and Tim Thompson.

“I think there’s an effort to
get along the best you can with
the opposition, because you
deal with each other quite
often,” Maier said.

Maier did not deny that
things could easily become “very
adversarial” in the courtroom.

“But that’s a good thing, and
we all kind of know that’s the
way it is,” Maier said. “But
we’re very congenial when
we’re not in that situation.”

———
City editor Chris Bristol

contributed to this article.

Reach reporter Sean Bassinger
at 541-474-3806 or

sbassinger@thedailycourier.com.

co-founder and CEO of Dutch
Bros Coffee. “It’s parimutuel.
If you tap into the horse racing
side, it’s strategic.”

Parimutuel means the bets
are pooled and doled out based
on the odds, like you see on the
tote board at the track.

Horse racing officials say
the machines are the latest
attempt at reviving the sport
of kings, which has been
declining for decades in the
U.S., at least at the real horse
track.

They’ve been allowed in
Oregon since 2013, but only on
race track properties — now-
defunct Portland Meadows was
the only one to have them.

“This is how other race-
tracks around the country are
generating enough revenue to
operate,” said Jack McGrail,
executive director of the Ore-
gon Racing Commission. 

Rod Lowe, chief operating
officer for TMB, said he hopes
to see 500 of them at the new
building, about half as many
slots as gigantic Seven Feath-
ers has.

Boersma said it would prob-
ably be 350 to 400 machines at
the building, which at 35,000
square feet projects out as two-
thirds the size of the nearby
YMCA. Portland Meadows had
150 machines.

“A big portion of the space
would be for these machines,”
said Boersma, who added it
could be two years before the
facility comes to fruition.

When it does, it will be “all-
encompassing — restaurant,
bar, Oregon Lottery, off-track
betting,” Boersma said.
“Sports will be shown regular-
ly on TV. State-of-the-art lay-
out.”

The Oregon Lottery will roll
out professional sports betting
next month.

“The possibility of sports
betting is there,” Boersma
said.

Grants Pass has become the
No. 1 horse track in the state
by default, and TMB obtained
a commercial racing license on
July 1, allowing it to expand
Grants Pass racing beyond its
traditional short summer
meet.

TMB signed a long-term
lease Tuesday with Josephine
County, with annual payments
of $175,000 to use and upgrade
Grants Pass Downs, a lease
payment that would increase
to $275,000 if the building is
completed. The “racino” build-

ing would likely go up at the
site now occupied by the River
City BMX track.

Historical racing machines
are one pillar of the program.

“The idea here is [the
machines] will contribute sig-
nificantly to revenues generat-
ed for the lease,” Boersma
said. “That’s impactful for the
fairgrounds, for the Oregon
Racing Commission, the state
and the horsemen.”

Those horsemen are expect-
ed to arrive next week to pre-
pare for fall racing at Grants
Pass Downs that begins Sept.
22 and is operated by TMB.

Revenue from the machines
and from off-track betting will
eventually contribute to purses
three or more times larger
than the summer meet.

TMB and the Oregon chap-
ter of the Horsemen’s Benevo-
lent Protective Association —
the organization advocating
for all things horse racing —
have a 10-year agreement to
share revenues around the
state, Lowe said.

That’s something that Port-
land Meadows did not have,
according to McGrail. It paid
1% to the Oregon Racing Com-
mission, but nothing to the
horsemen.

Portland Meadows shut-
tered its track earlier this year
after 75 years of racing. The
property, prime real estate on
the northern periphery of Port-
land, is expected to be redevel-
oped.

McGrail said the commis-
sion hasn’t approved historical
machines for Grants Pass, but
he said, “We’re happy to
review the application.”

McGrail said the machines
didn’t do as well in Portland as
in Kentucky or Virgina. Still,

bettors wagered $17.5 million
in the fiscal year ending June
30, 2018, with more than 90% of
that going back to the bettor.
Oregon’s off-track betting par-
lors, such as Lava Lanes in
Medford, combined with live
racing in Oregon, did a handle
of $28.3 million, according to
the racing commission.

Boersma and Lowe think
the machines will do better
here, after they visited
Louisville, Kentucky last
spring.

Two weeks before the Ken-
tucky Derby, they went to
85,000-square-foot Derby City,
the “racino” operated by
Churchill Downs. Churchill
Downs has been working with
TMB Racing since Boersma
befriended CEO Bill Carstan-
jen.

“It was amazing, a really
nice facility, absolutely,” Lowe
said. “We want a first class
facility. We want to really put
Grants Pass on the map. I’m
totally for it.”

He said the 900 machines at
Derby City, made by
Ainsworth Game Technology,
had features allowing large
payouts similar to progressive
slot machines.

Boersma gave the machines
a whirl while there and liked
them. TMB could very well
pick Ainsworth’s machines.

“(Derby City) was very
much vibrant and happening
with a state-of-the-art feel,”
Boersma said. “We want to be
cutting edge.”

In Virginia, which allowed
historical racing machines
beginning in May, bettors
wagered $70.8 million in the
first month, according to the
Virginia Racing Commission.
That generated $531,000 for the
state and $354,000 locally, and
allowed Colonial Downs to
reopen after a five-year clo-
sure, according to Casino.org.

The Associated Press
reported that bets increased to
$88 million in June.

“It’s been the one thing
that’s kept racing alive in
some of these other states,”
Lowe said. “That’s what we’re
hoping for here.”

Boersma added that it will
take some time.

“We’ll be working with the
city and county to figure out
the best way to move for-
ward,” he said. “It’ll be a lot of
great minds coming together
to determine how to best make
a multi-use facility.”

———
Reach reporter Jeff Duewel at

541-474-3720 or
jduewel@thedailycourier.com.
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member was to dissent after a
decision. Grants Pass City
Manager Aaron Cubic made
the same point in his defense
of the city’s dissent policy.

“With most ethical issues,
we look to board members to
self-direct themselves,” Tal-
bert said.

Talbert, who has served on
the board for 17 years, said
that there haven’t been major
problems with board members
speaking out against board
decisions, but he said there
were a few times people have
done so.

He did not mention it specif-
ically, but last year, 30-year
board member Dean Wendle

spoke out in opposition to mov-
ing the school’s flagship nurs-
ing program from the Red-
wood Campus in Grants Pass
to the Table Rock Campus
near White City.

At the time, Wendle
authored an opinion piece in
the Daily Courier about his
opposition to the decision.
Months later, he resigned with
nearly three years left in his
term for what he said were
unrelated reasons. His seat was
one of two held by representa-
tives from Josephine County.
The other five seats are
anchored in Jackson County.

Talbert said there wasn’t
any opposition from his col-
leagues in approving the dis-
sent policy in June.

Three of his colleagues on
the board — Shawn Hogan,

Patricia Ashley and Claudia
Sullivan — declined to com-
ment about how they personal-
ly felt about the policy. Mem-
bers Pat Fahey and Ron Fox
both said they support the new
policy. Board member Roger
Stokes couldn’t be reached for
comment.

Fahey, who has since taken
over Wendle’s seat on the
board, said board members
who can’t accept decisions by
the majority should consider
leaving the board.

“It does make it tough when
you have a board member sec-
ond-guessing a decision pub-
licly,” he said. “Part of the job
is to support that decision.”

———
Reach reporter Casey Crowley

at 541-474-3813 or
ccrowley@thedailycourier.com.

funding for overtime pay — and
that even then, troopers would
have to be pulled from Jackson
County to do so.

The report struck a pes-
simistic tone. “A designated
Safety Corridor could be consid-
ered,” it said, “but ODOT is not
confident there is adequate law
enforcement resources to allo-
cate to such an effort.”

It remains unclear whether
Oregon State Police, the agency
tasked with patrolling state
highways and interstates, has
any plans to specifically
address enforcement levels on
Redwood Highway, which has
claimed at least 56 lives since
2007. The agency did not make
someone available for comment
on staffing concerns cited by
the ODOT report.

The agency’s mission has
been a tenuous one in Josephine
County due to a combination of
historic declines in the number
of state troopers working the
highways and budget cuts at
the county level in 2012 that left
troopers as the only nighttime
law enforcement presence in
the entire county outside of
Grants Pass.

The state Legislature recent-
ly approved an $80 million
increase to the state police’s
budget, which will allow it to
hire 100 new troopers by 2021.

But the agency is so far
down in numbers that 100 new
troopers may be only a drop in
the bucket for what it needs.
Decades of cuts have left Ore-
gon with only 380 troopers to
patrol more than 6,400 miles of
highways, roughly half the
number of troopers the agency
had in 1980. Over that same
period, the state’s population

nearly doubled.
In 2015, the National High-

way Traffic Safety Administra-
tion’s Fatal Accident Reporting
System ranked the entire length
of the 80-mile highway, which
twists and turns from Grants
Pass to Crescent City, Califor-
nia, as the 13th most deadly in
the nation.

Eight people died on Ore-
gon’s 40-mile stretch of the
highway in 2018. So far this
year there has been five fatal
crashes — all between June 1
and today.

That brings the body count
up to at least 56 since 2007.
Over the same period, there
have been well over 800 crash-
es.

Leaming said ODOT man-
agers recently had a meeting to
discuss what to do about
improving safety on the high-
way.

“In the short term, just

before Memorial Day and
through the fall, we’ll be
putting up portable message
boards warning people to drive
carefully, and to highlight that
there’s been five fatalities in
the past 10 weeks.”

“After that we may install
static warning signs on wood
posts.”

In the long term, ODOT is
putting together a study to lay
out any and all potential safety
improvement projects, includ-
ing concrete centerline barri-
ers, the addition or removal of
passing lanes, additional turn-
ing lanes for risky driveways
and residential streets, guard
rails and shaving down curves
— just to name a few.

Leaming said assembly of
the plan will allow ODOT to pri-
oritize projects as funding
becomes available. Not count-
ing bridge projects, he said the
agency has spent $33 million on

the corridor in the past 15
years.

Major projects aside, Leam-
ing said that ODOT has pro-
cured funding for a few smaller
ones that it believes will
increase safety along the high-
way over the coming years.

From Cave Junction to the
California border, ODOT plans
on adding centerline rumble
strips, and possibly shoulder
rumble strips if neighbors agree
to potential increases in high-
way related noise.

The project will also include
the installation of a pedestrian
bridge over Holton Creek in
Kerby because of numerous col-
lisions with those traveling on
foot in the area over the years,
according to Leaming. Both
projects are expected to be
completed by 2021.

A second project, which will
span from Wilderville to the
California border, is expected

to be finished by 2024.
It will include the installa-

tion of additional guard rails
and barriers in select locations,
the removal of roadside obsta-
cles — to reduce injuries and
fatalities associated with dri-
vers that run off the road —
and the improvement of side
slopes in certain areas to give
vehicles a better chance of
recovering.

Lastly, new asphalt and
ramp crossings will be laid out
between Grants Pass and the
Applegate River bridge by the
end of 2020.

“We’re trying to do our
part,” said Leaming. “We just
need drivers to do their part,
and that’s slow down, drive
sober and watch out for each
other.”

———
Reach reporter Jason McMillen

at 541-474-3718 or
jmcmillen@thedailycourier.com.

time for the beginning of the
NFL season,” Shelby said.
“We’re in the testing window,
and we’re not going to leave
testing until we’re completely
confident in the product.

“It’s not going to be the first
week of the season, but I’m
confident it will be early in the
NFL season.”

Shelby said college football
isn’t in the program as of now,
but he said, “We are leaving
that door open for future
expansion.”

Meanwhile, Chinook Winds
casino in Lincoln City will offer
sports betting at its new sports-
book beginning Tuesday, includ-
ing wagers on college football.

Early next year, the Oregon
Lottery Scorecard will expand
to betting kiosks at Oregon
Lottery outlets — they’ll look
like automated teller machines
— for those without smart-
phones or computers.

Even later in 2020, Shelby
said the operation should
expand to any location where
lottery games are available,
such as convenience stores and
grocery stores.

Geoffrey Zolovick, manager

at Joe’s Sports Bar & Grill in
Grants Pass, said it’s a big
development. Joe’s has lottery
video games now, and is
preparing for the rollout of
Oregon Lottery Scorecard.

Joe’s wasn’t established in
Grants Pass when Sports
Action stopped in 2007.

“We’re absolutely excited,”
Zolovick said. “For people who
like to place bets on teams, it
opens a new door for them.
There isn’t a game on TV that
we don’t show.”

———
Reach reporter Jeff Duewel at

541-474-3720 or
jduewel@thedailycourier.com.

Highway From 1A

RCC From 1A

Lottery From 1A

Racino From 1A

Mulkins From 1A

TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier, 2017

District Attorney Ryan Mulkins (left) and Detective Archie Lidey discuss a case in 2017.

Anheuser-Busch
opts not to buy
Portland’s Craft
Brew Alliance

The Oregonian

PORTLAND — Anheuser-
Busch InBev declined an option
to buy all of Widmer Brothers
Brewing parent Craft Brew
Alliance on Friday. The deci-
sion sent shares of Portland-
based CBA down more than
20%.

The decision ends an oppor-
tunity for the global brewing
giant to gobble up the rest of
one of Oregon’s last remaining
pioneering breweries. And it
sent the Portland company
scrambling for alternatives.

As the price for opting out,
AB InBev must pay $20 million
to the Portland-based brewing
consortium and continue pro-
viding it with the global brew-
ing giant’s network of produc-
tion facilities and distribution
networks.

AB InBev, the largest brew-
ery in the U.S. and maker of
Budweiser and Bud Light
brands, owns slightly more than
31% of the Portland company.
Under a 2016 agreement, it had
an Aug. 24 deadline to buy the
rest of CBA for a predeter-
mined price of $24.50 per share
– about $475 million altogether.

Subscribe to
the Daily Courier.
Call 541-474-3702.

“The idea here is
[the machines] will

contribute significantly
to revenues generated

for the lease. That’s
impactful for the

fairgrounds, for the
Oregon Racing

Commission, the state
and the horsemen.”

TRAVIS BOERSMA
owner of TMB Racing and holder

of a 50-year lease to operate
Grants Pass Downs
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Blue sky and sunshine

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

Mary Boyle of Grants Pass
had a spring in her step Tuesday
morning at Grants Pass Downs,
where horses and their owners
and trainers were prepping for a
fall racing meet now just 11
days away.

“I went to (Ferndale) Califor-
nia because I was excited about
the new meet here,” said Boyle,
a longtime horse owner along
with her husband, Harvey. “I
thought, ‘Well, OK, I should get
a couple more horses.’”

Sonic Boy and Chiefs Lil
Pearl came home with her.

They’re among the half-dozen
in the Boyle barn, out of over
400 horses signed up for the 14-
day race meet that runs through
Nov. 4, on Sundays and Mon-
days starting Sept. 22. Because
new lights are not ready yet,
post times will be 1 p.m.

It’s the inaugural season for
TMB Racing, bankrolled by
Dutch Bros Coffee co-founder
and CEO Travis Boersma, who
has big plans for the entire fair-
grounds complex. TMB takes
over for now-defunct Portland
Meadows, which is up for sale
after a 75-year run. Grants Pass
is trying to fill Portland’s void.

“This is a second Portland
for a lot of people,” said Daniel
Villalba, stall manager at
Grants Pass Downs, who spent
the previous five years doing the
same job at Portland Meadows.

Villalba said despite the addi-
tion of portable stalls, the
demand is outpacing the space.

“Having too many horses is a
nice problem to have,” he said.

He’s right, considering it’s
the lack of horses and the dwin-
dling bets at the track that have
for years plagued the sport,
which relies more each year on
off-track betting, either online or
in parlors.

One of those “racinos” is part
of the future for TMB, which

By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

The Federal Aviation
Administration says it has con-
cerns with Josephine County’s
100-year agreement to lease
Illinois Valley Airport property
to the Siskiyou Smokejumpers
Base Museum. The agency said
an inspection may be in order.

In a letter to the county

dated Aug. 30,  the FAA said
that the unusual length of the
lease “may constitute a dispos-
al of property” that might vio-
late rules the agency has about
the way its money is spent —
nearly $4 million to the airport
in the last decade.

As a result, FAA regional
manager Joelle Briggs said she
wanted the county’s lawyers to
look at the fair-market-value of

the lease, announced she want-
ed an inspection of the premis-
es and the books, and made
cryptic references to “access
issues” involving other “aero-
nautical users.”

“These are items that are
concerning and could lead to a
claim that the (county) is act-
ing contrary to its grant obliga-
tions,” she wrote.

The lease was hastily
approved by the county in
December at the behest of
then-Commissioner Simon
Hare, who was in his final days

of office. The terms of the deal
included the sale of approxi-
mately nine historic base build-
ings and structures to the
museum for $181,500, plus
$50,000 for the lease and a
$50,000 deposit for future major
repairs.

Hare has said he wanted to
preserve the base as a testa-
ment to the smokejumper era.
He left office at the beginning
of this year after not seeking
re-election, and has been suc-
ceeded by Darin Fowler.

The county has since ques-

tioned its own deal, going so
far as elicit the help of the
FAA.

County airports director
Larry Graves has met behind
closed doors with commission-
ers, who gave him the go-
ahead in April to seek an opin-
ion from the FAA. The Daily
Courier reported on the unrest
last month, after obtaining
copies of correspondence
between the county and the
FAA via federal Freedom of

By Dirk VanderHart
Oregon Public Broadcasting

Republicans in Oregon’s House
of Representatives are expected to
hold an atypical vote next week
that could shake up their leader-
ship going into the 2020 elections.

According to three sources
familiar with the matter, pressure
is coming from several newer
Republican lawmakers — includ-
ing Rep. Christine Drazan, R-
Canby, and Rep. Daniel Bonham,
R-The Dalles — who are urging
new leadership as the caucus looks
to gain back seats in the House.

Sources say that Drazan is hop-
ing to unseat House Minority
Leader Carl Wilson, R-Grants
Pass. Wilson was elected leader
last November, when former Rep.
Mike McLane, R-Powell Butte,
stepped down following a deflating
midterm election. As the party’s
leader, Wilson would play a key
role in shaping Republican cam-
paign strategies in House races
next year.

The proposed leadership swap
is also said to be driven by Shaun
Jillions, a lobbyist and frequent
Republican ally in the Capitol. As
a representative of Oregon 

By Casey Crowley
of the Daily Courier

Last year there were 1,113 documented vio-
lations of the new, stricter cellphone policy at
Grants Pass High School.

The policy prohibits the use of cellphones in
all academic areas, including hallways but
excluding the cafeteria and the commons out-
side class time. Students at the city’s two mid-
dle schools, North and South, can’t use their
phones at all until the final bell.

Previously, the high school let teachers indi-
vidually decide how strict they wanted to be
about phones in their classrooms. But that led
to complaints about consistency and fairness.

Last year’s total violations are up from the
year before, when there were 168 documented
violations of the previous cellphone policy.

Principal Ryan Thompson said the increase
in violations does not mean there was an
increase in cellphone usage — the increase of
violations is because of stronger enforcement
efforts.

“I commend staff and students for imple-
menting and enforcing it,” Thompson said.
“We’re really pleased with it.”

The policy was adopted after the district
conducted surveys of students, staff and par-
ents and a group of staff members found that
students were paying less attention at school
because of their cellphones.

The school issued warnings in the first three
weeks of school last year and any violation of
the cellphone policy after that resulted in a stu-
dent’s phone being confiscated. Documented
violations include both warnings and confisca-
tions. This year the warning period has been
reduced to two weeks.

This is the second week of school. After this
week, violations mean confiscation.

The school didn’t track how many individual
students violated the policy, how many stu-
dents were repeat offenders and how many stu-
dents had phones confiscated, only the number
of violations.

“The main thing was we had a major
change in the classroom environment and
school culture,” Thompson said.

In addition to confiscation, on a first 

FAA: IV Airport lease ‘concerning’

Stampede of entrants in first fall races

Signs of
shakeup
for GOP
in Salem

GPHS principal says cellphone
policy has had positive effects

Photos by JEFF DUEWEL/Daily Courier

Mary Boyle of Grants Pass watches her thoroughbred Sonic Boy work out with outrider Shawna Whiteside
on Tuesday at Grants Pass Downs. Fall racing starts on Sept. 22 at the track.

More than 400
horses are signed
up for new meet
at GP Downs

House Republicans
could try to push out
Minority Leader Carl
Wilson with vote

‘NEVER FORGET’

This is the second year stricter
rules are being enforced

By Hillary Borrud
The Oregonian

Attorneys for Gov. Kate Brown
repeatedly sought to stop the
state’s official transparency advo-
cate from finding and fixing
weaknesses in Oregon’s public
records law, and Brown was fully
briefed on those developments in
May, a newly released document
shows.

In a memorandum to prepare
Brown for a meeting with Oregon
Public Records Advocate Ginger
McCall, a lawyer for the governor,
Emily Matasar, explained that she
and her higher-ranking colleague
Misha Isaak had already encour-
aged McCall to get their sign-off
before publicly discussing public
records policy. The pair also
made the case that McCall’s
moves to strengthen records laws
were unneeded and reflected her
lack of knowledge, the memo indi-
cates.

That raises questions about
Brown’s statement on Monday
that she was unaware of tensions
between her staff and McCall over

Brown
was briefed
on records
tension,
memo says

Portland doctors say
THC oil likely fatal
Case is one of hundreds 
nationwide linked to vaping.
Story, Page 6A

100-year deal with smokejumpers museum ‘may
constitute a disposal of property,’ agency says

Rod Lowe,
chief operating
officer for TMB
Racing, is all
smiles on
Monday at
Grants Pass
Downs. Behind
him, the huge
tote board and
video screen
was being
tested. It was
installed last
month. 

Turn to AIRPORT, Page 7A

Turn to RECORDS, Page 5A

Turn to SHAKEUP, Page 7A

Turn to PHONE, Page 5A

recently signed a long-term
lease with the county. A 35,000-
square-foot building, planned for
where the BMX track is now,
will have a lounge and restau-
rant and hundreds of historical
horse racing machines that
combine handicapping with a
slot-machine look and feel.

The racino is a ways off, but
the dirt will be flying soon
enough for the real thing.

There are portable stalls set
up on all sides of the track, and
horsemen started showing up
this week.

“I think the community is
pretty excited about it,” Boyle
said. “I know the horsemen
are.”

Turn to RACES, Page 7A

PATRICK SEMANSKY/Associated Press

A member of the U.S. Army Old Guard stands on
the grounds of the National 9/11 Pentagon Memorial
before a ceremony in observance of the 18th
anniversary of the September 11th attacks at the
Pentagon in Washington today. See story, Page 5A

WILSON DRAZAN



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2019 • DAILY COURIER, Grants Pass, Oregon — 7 A

New York Exchange
NEW YORK (AP) —
Today's noon New York
Stock Exchange selected
prices:
Stock Last Chg
AT&T Inc 38.13 +.55
AerojetR 48.95 +.19
Altria 44.68 +.44
AEP 91.08 -.01
AmIntlGrp 55.88 +.38
ApldIndlT 56.06 +.41
Avon 4.42 +.19
BP PLC 38.17 +.33
BkofAm 29.30 -.05
BarrickGld 17.56 +.31
Boeing     379.66 +10.17
BrMySq 49.34 +.78
Brunswick 53.09 +.05
Caterpillar 131.69+1.40
Chevron 121.22 -.64

Citigroup 68.93 -.05
CocaCola 54.45 +.05
ColgPalm 72.53 +.41
ConocoPhil 57.08 +.76
ConEd 89.58 +.25
CurtisWrt 130.75 -.59
Deere 163.67 -.37
Disney 135.49 -.30
Dupont rs 71.49 +.09
Eaton 86.52 -.32
EdisonInt 72.70 -.09
ExxonMbl 72.37 +.30
FMC Corp 88.07+1.47
FootLockr 41.59 -.64
FordM 9.37 -.05
GenDynam186.46 -1.42
GenElec 9.30 +.16
GenMills 54.28 -.25
GenMotors 39.13 -.45
HP Inc 19.06 +.07

Hallibrtn 20.25 +.22
HeclaM 1.99 +.06
Hess 64.32+1.11
HonwllIntl 169.35 -.26
Idacorp 107.26 -.02
IBM 144.19 -.86
IntPap 41.24 +.01
JohnJn 130.17 +.62
Loews 49.65 -.26
LaPac 24.29 +.28
MDU Res 27.94 +.28
MarathnO 13.05 +.22
McDnlds 209.46 -.22
McKesson 146.93+4.09
Merck 82.79+1.10
NCR Corp 33.61 +.30
NorflkSo 176.31 -2.28
NorthropG 355.95 +.86
OcciPet 46.52 +.09
Olin 19.26 +.49

PG&E Cp 10.60 -.30
Penney 1.18 +.17
Pfizer 37.17 -.21
ProctGam 120.19 +.31
RockwlAut 160.39 -3.48
SempraEn 143.11+1.34
SouthnCo 59.45 +.26
Tegna 16.01 +.05
Textron 50.11 -.12
3M Co 167.54 -1.33
Timken 44.49 +.22
TriContl 27.20 +.13
UnionPac 166.39 -1.18
Unisys 8.43 +.16
USSteel 12.76 +.34
VarianMed 114.10+2.86
VerizonCm 59.83 +.12
ViadCorp 65.11 +.47
WalMart 115.86 -.19
WellsFargo 48.80 +.49

Gold
Selected world gold prices, today.
London morning fixing: $1494.60
London afternoon fixing: $1498.25
NY Handy & Harman: $1498.25
NY Handy & Harman fabricated: $1663.06
NY Engelhard: $1498.00
NY Engelhard fabricated: $1610.35
NY Merc. gold: $1490.30
NY HSBC Bank USA: $1491.00

Metals
NEW YORK (AP) - Spot nonferrous metal
prices today. 
Aluminum - $0.8023 per lb., London Metal

Exch.
Copper - $2.6105 (pound) NY Merc spot
Lead - $2085.00 metric ton, London Metal
Exch. Zinc - $1.0484 per lb., London Metal
Exch.
Silver - $18.132 Handy & Harman
Silver - $18.041 troy oz., NY Merc spot
Platinum - $939.00 Handy & Harman
Platinum - $936.60 troy oz., NY Merc spot

Lumber
Chicago Mercantile

LUMBER 110,000 bd. ft. $ per 1,000 bd. ft.
Open High Low Settle Chg.
Sep 19 385.4 393.2 380.6 393.2 +7.8
Nov 19 376.4 386.4 375.2 386.4 +14.4
Jan 20 383.0 389.4 382.5 389.4 +10.4

Est. sales 609 Tue' sales 660

Commodities

Northwest Stocks
PORTLAND (AP) — Closing quotations Tuesday

from the National Association of Security Dealers.
They do not include markup, markdown or commis-
sions.
Name High Low Last Change Ratio
Banner Cp 56.95 56.05 56.46 -.20 -.4
ColBnkg 36.87 36.00 36.31 -.14 -.4
Costco 295.74 291.51 292.82 -4.18 -1.4
FLIR Sys 52.56 51.57 52.55 +.63 +1.2
Intel 52.48 51.38 52.46 +.64 +1.2
Keycorp 18.20 17.78 17.98 -.14 -.8

Kroger 25.79 25.21 25.56 -.26 -1.0
LithiaMot 137.00 130.70 134.00 -2.13 -1.6
Microsoft 136.22 135.09 135.52 -.57 -.4
NikeB 87.00 85.87 86.75 -.08 -.1
Nordstrm 34.91 33.12 34.62 +.38 +1.1
OraSure 7.55 7.32 7.51 +.18 +2.5
Umpqua 16.58 16.21 16.49 +.02 +.1
US Bancrp 55.83 55.14 55.35 -.51 -.9
WellsFargo 48.85 47.79 48.80 +.49 +1.0
Weyerhsr 27.73 27.26 27.59 +.25 +.9

WALL STREET WATCH
DOW JONES INDUSTRIALS NASDAQ

26,909.43
+73.92

Tuesday’s
closing

8,084.16
- 3.28

As of midday
Eastern time

today
27,047.45
+138.02

8,149.59
+65.43

Information Act request. Com-
missioners had refused to
release copies of the correspon-
dence.

In releasing the FAA’s Aug.
30 letter last week, Graves
called the lease “improper” and
said the lease price “does not
appear to be at fair market
value.”

In her letter, Briggs said it
was unclear if the lease was
awarded at a fair-market value,
or if it would qualify for a break
under a federal policy aimed at
nonprofit aviation museums that
have operating aircraft. The
museum has no operating air-
craft.

In addition to requesting an
inspection, Briggs said she had
concerns about what she called
“access to the airport for other
aeronautical users.”

Without providing specifics,
she said aviation-related users
“on a few occasions” had
expressed interest in leasing air-
port property, but didn’t ulti-
mately locate there. She said the
county and its airport tenants
must not “unjustly discriminate”
against other tenants or users.

It was unclear if her concern

about access was a reference to
community opposition to Erick-
son Air Crane’s interest in 2015
in establishing a helicopter
training operation at the airport.
In the face of community opposi-
tion, Erickson took its opera-
tions elsewhere.

Briggs on Tuesday referred
questions to an FAA public
affairs officers, who said there
had been no formal or informal

complaints or allegations about
users facing discrimination from
the airport or tenants.

Smokejumper museum vice
president Harold Hartman said
on Tuesday that his organization
was drafting a response to the
FAA letter.

He disputed claims made by
Graves that the museum had
mounted formal opposition to
the Erickson operation,

although he did say he himself
had had concerns about noise.

“When they (helicopters) are
hauling heavy loads, they’re at
maximum power and that’s
maximum noise,” he said. “That
wasn’t a good thing for us.

“We would have preferred
they went to the south end of the
museum,” he said, adding how-
ever, “We did not have any kind
of a campaign.”

In a related matter, Graves
said on Tuesday that he has not
received required annual
reports from the museum docu-
menting restoration work done
to the historic buildings, or
proof that any permits for the
work had been obtained.

The airport and museum are
located south of Cave Junction
at 30902 Redwood Highway.

The museum, which opened
in 2010, features parachutes, a
former smokejumper plane, a
walking photo tour and hun-
dreds of scrapbooked photos, all
housed at the former Siskiyou
Smokejumper Base, which oper-
ated from 1943 to 1980.

The museum is on the
National Register of Historic
Places.

———
Reach reporter Shaun Hall 

at 541-474-3726 or 
shall@thedailycourier.com.

• 1943: U.S. Forest Service
opens smokejumper base south
of Cave Junction, at what is now
the Illinois Valley Airport, 30902
Redwood Highway.
• 1981: The base is closed in a
move to centralize resources
elsewhere.
• 2006: The base buildings and
structures are listed on the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places.
• 2010: Siskiyou Smokejumper
Base Museum opens, using
buildings refurbished by volun-
teers. The museum is operated
by a nonprofit board of directors.
• December 2018: In a rushed
deal brokered by then-Commis-
sioner Simon Hare, the
Josephine County Board of Com-
missioners agrees to sell the
base buildings and structures to

the museum, and to lease the
half-acre or so of ground under
them for 100 years to the muse-
um, for $281,500.
• Aug. 30, 2019: After a query by
the county, the Federal Aviation
Administration says in a letter it
has concerns about the length of
the lease, and also suggests that
the county investigate whether the
lease rates were set at fair market
value or were otherwise allowable
under federal rules related to avia-
tion museums.
• Last week: Commissioners
meet in closed session to discuss
the FAA’s response and to con-
sider their options.
• Later this week: The muse-
um’s board of directors is expect-
ed to file a formal response with
the FAA.

Airport From 1A

Boyle said with Portland
Meadows gone, horse people
have moved here for racing.

“Their kids are in school
here,” she said.

TMB also plans to add a
spring race meet as early as
next year.

On Monday, Rod Lowe, the
chief operating officer for
TMB, took pictures of the 95-
foot-wide video tote board
screen facing the grandstand,
while technicians tested it
out.

The live video of the races
will be about twice as big as
races shown on the screen at
the nine-day summer meet
this year from mid June to
early July.

“That new scoreboard
speaks for itself,” said Tag
Wotherspoon, marketer for the
local races the past several
years. “That’s going to be like
a Jumbotron, with all the
numbers, all the stats, and
you’ll be able to watch the
races and replays.”

Lowe said the best news is
the response from horse own-
ers: All 450 stalls, permanent
and portable, are reserved.

“People who have never
raced here before are coming
to check it out,” Lowe said.
“We’ve got people here from
Nebraska, Idaho. … People
are excited. They want to be
here.”

Lowe said the fair meet at
Burns ended last weekend,
and a bigger influx will occur
after Emerald Downs near
Seattle finishes up the follow-
ing weekend.

Owner-trainer John Harris
of Ridgefield, Wash., who
started coming to Grants Pass
races in the 1970s, groused
about trading a 20-minute
drive to Portland for a four-
hour trip to Grants Pass.

But he’s always loved the
summer meet at Grants Pass
Downs, and it beats not racing.

He’s training 12 thorough-
breds for the Grants Pass
races.

He said he warned some
trainers at Emerald Downs
about the half-mile track in
Grants Pass, compared to a
mile at the big-time tracks
such as Emerald Downs and
Portland Meadows.

“I said, ‘You guys know
where you’re going to?’” Har-
ris said. “This is a half-mile
track and the corners are

tight. They said they’ll just
have to adapt. A lot of them
haven’t been on a half-mile
track before. We’ll have to
teach them.”

Harris praised the new rail
that has been installed, and
said the track is in excellent
condition.

Truckloads of sand were
dumped on the track before
the summer meet, and another
800 tons will be added next
week, Lowe said. The sand
allows races to continue dur-
ing rainy periods, though
Lowe said it won’t be as much
sand as Portland Meadows,
which ran in the rainy season.

Rain or shine, Grants Pass
races will be seen well beyond
Southern Oregon. The eight
off-track betting sites
statewide will carry local
races, and Churchill Downs,
Boersma’s partner in the off-
track side of racing, is work-
ing to connect Grants Pass to
all the off-track feeds world-
wide.

“There’s a good chance
people will be able to wager
all over the world on Grants
Pass Downs,” Boersma said.
“That’s not secured yet, but
they’re in the process of get-
ting that done.”

Lowe said that means a fan
can watch on a channel such
as TV Games or use an app on
a mobile device.

Grants Pass Downs horse
racing is clearly entering a
new era.

“This is uncharted territo-
ry,” Wotherspoon said.
“Grants Pass Downs is now
going to become the hub of
horse racing for Oregon.
We’re going to try to build the
brand, and try to take care of
our fans, and our corporate
sponsors who have been a big
part of Grants Pass Downs for
years.

“We want to introduce
Grants Pass Downs to the rest
of the world.”

———
Reach reporter Jeff Duewel

at 541-474-3720 or
jduewel@thedailycourier.com

Realtors and wood products
companies, Jillions can steer
large donations to Republican
candidates. He is said to take
issue with how Wilson
approached a controversial bill
to charge polluters for their
greenhouse gas emissions this
year.

All three sources familiar
with the possible coup declined
to speak on the record, citing
the secrecy of internal caucus
discussions and fearing bruised
relationships in the Capitol. But
the House Republican Office
confirmed Tuesday that a lead-
ership election has been pro-
posed.

“We do have a House Repub-
lican Caucus meeting scheduled
for Monday,” spokeswoman
Tayleranne Gillespie said.
“There has been some indica-
tion that a leadership election
might be held at that caucus
meeting, but that has not been
confirmed at this point.”

There are few hard-and-fast
rules for when lawmakers of
each party elect a leader for
their caucus, but a September
election in an odd-numbered
year is atypical when there is a
sitting minority leader. More
usual would be a vote in
November next year, after an
election in which every House
seat is on the ballot.

Support from a majority of
the House’s 22 Republican law-

makers would be required to
force an election that could
bounce Wilson. It’s unclear
whether Drazan has the votes
to win such an election.

“Caucus leadership has
always been decided by the
members of this caucus, not
outside interests,” Wilson said
in a statement Tuesday. “I
believe that I have served this
caucus well, and plan to contin-
ue serving as House Republican
Leader.”

Reached Tuesday, Drazan,
Bonham and Jillions were all
unwilling to talk much about
the situation.

Pressed about rumors that
she’s hoping to replace Wilson
as leader, and that she has sup-
port from Jillions, she said:
“How the caucus structures
itself and how they elect leader-
ship and how we approach our
own organizations is entirely up
to our caucus members and not
the lobby or anything else.”

Drazan, a freshman lawmak-
er who has worked as a senior
staffer for House Republican
leadership and helped direct
campaigns for the party, also
complimented Wilson.

“He has worked very hard
under very tough circum-
stances,” she said. “And he has
the full respect of our caucus,
and that includes me.”

Bonham, who was appointed
to the House in 2017 and won
election to his seat last year,
also said he would “take a pass”
on questions about the proposed
leadership vote. But he made

clear that he’s focused on beat-
ing back Democrats’ superma-
jority next year. By holding
more than three-fifths of the
chamber’s 60 seats, Democrats
are able to pass revenue-raising
bills without winning Republi-
can support.

For his part, Jillions called
talk that he is pushing for Wil-
son’s ouster a “distraction.”

Separate sources offered
similar accounts of Jillions tar-
geting Wilson for how House
Republicans handled House Bill
2020, this year’s bill to regulate
greenhouse gases by capping
emissions and charging pol-
luters.

As a lobbyist for lumber
companies that would have
been impacted by that law, Jil-
lions and his group Oregon
Manufacturers and Commerce
were leading voices against the
bill, and helped to secure its
eventual defeat in the legisla-
tive session’s final days.

Part of that defeat came as
a result of Republicans in the
Senate fleeing the state — HB
2020 had already passed the
House. Jillions acknowledged
Tuesday he believed House
Republicans could have reacted
more strongly to the bill.

“I certainly expressed my
view that it would have been
nice for them to support the
Senate when the Senate left at
the end, but not necessarily
that they should have walked,”
Jillions said.

Jillions has also reportedly
discouraged other lobbyists

from attending fundraising
events for House Republican
leadership. He declined to com-
ment on that directly.

“Anyone who represents
clients who contribute to cam-
paigns wants to make sure their
clients’ funds are invested wise-
ly,” he said, adding it’s “too
early to tell” whether his clients
want to contribute to the main
political action committee that
funds Republican House cam-
paigns.

If a leadership election does
take place next week, the mem-
bers who take the vote will be
slightly different from those
who elected Wilson in late 2018.

In August, Rep. Vikki
Breese-Iverson, R-Prineville,
was appointed to replace
McLane, who accepted an
appointment as a circuit court
judge. A real estate agent,
Breese-Iverson has since
received $20,000 from a political
committee affiliated with Ore-
gon Realtors, Jillions’ clients.

In July, Rep. Raquel Moore-
Green, R-Salem, was appointed
to a House seat vacated by for-
mer Rep. Denyc Boles, who is
now a state senator.
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Shakeup From 1A

Races From 1A
“There’s a good

chance people will be
able to wager all over
the world on Grants

Pass Downs.”
Travis Boersma

Dutch Bros Coffee CEO

GM recalls
nearly 3.8M
vehicles for
brake issues
Associated Press

DETROIT — Under pressure
from the federal government,
General Motors is recalling
nearly 3.8 million big pickup
trucks and SUVs in the U.S and
Canada to fix a brake problem.

There have been 113 reports
of crashes and 13 injuries relat-
ed to the problem, according to
GM.

The recall covers the
Chevrolet Silverado and GMC
Sierra 1500, 2500 and 3500 pick-
ups from the 2014 through 2018
model years. Also included are
the Cadillac Escalade from 2015
to 2017, and the GMC Yukon
and Chevy Suburban and Tahoe
from 2015 through 2018.

GM says that as it ages, the
pump in the power-assist
brakes can put out less vacuum
power than needed, increasing
stopping distance and the risk
of a crash.

The company is recalling
3.46 million vehicles in the U.S.,
and it recalled another 310,000
in Canada back in June. GM
said global numbers for the
recall weren’t available.

Dealers will recalibrate the
electronic brake control module
at no cost to customers. Owners
were to be notified starting
Sept. 6.

NHTSA, the government’s
road safety agency, began
investigating the problem in
November of last year after
getting 111 complaints from
owners of poor brake perfor-
mance. At the time the agency
had nine reports of crashes that
had caused two injuries.

GM says the problems occur
rarely and mostly at low speeds
like driving in parking lots.
Even with the problem, the
brakes “continue to function
and exceed the requirements of
the appropriate federal motor
vehicle safety standard,” GM
spokesman Dan Flores said.

Smokejumper base timeline
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WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump personally
ordered his staff to freeze near-
ly $400 million in aid to Ukraine
a few days before a phone call
in which he pressured the East-
ern European nation’s leader to
investigate the family of politi-
cal rival Joe Biden, a revelation

that comes as more Democrats
move toward impeachment pro-
ceedings.

Trump, in remarks to
reporters at the United Nations
today, said he held up the aid to
fight corruption and urge Euro-
pean nations to share in helping
out Ukraine.

“I’d withhold again,” Trump
said. “And I’ll continue to with-
hold until such time as Europe
and other nations contribute to
Ukraine.” He named Germany

and France as among the coun-
tries that should “put up
money.”

The matter, which is now
part of a whistleblower com-
plaint, has sparked questions
about whether the president
improperly used his office to
pressure a foreign country to
help his own reelection
prospects. Democrats are
demanding more information
about the whistleblower’s alle-
gations, and more than a dozen

have for the first time raised the
prospect of impeaching the
president. They include a group
of moderate House freshmen in
competitive districts.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
who has resisted calls for
impeachment proceedings for
months, was huddling with her
caucus in a closed-door meeting
this afternoon. Pelosi and her
leadership team on the various
oversight committees are con-
sidering bringing forward a res-

olution that would put the House
on the record on this matter,
according to a Democratic lead-
ership aide who was granted
anonymity to discuss the private
talks. That resolution could
come as soon as Wednesday.

Senate Democratic Leader
Chuck Schumer said he would
seek a vote today in the Repub-
lican-controlled Senate on a res-
olution calling for the Trump

By Jason McMillen
of the Daily Courier

Having outlived almost all
of his celebrated contempo-
raries, legendary test pilot
Drury Wood was laid to rest
Saturday at Hillcrest Memori-
al Park in Grants Pass.

Dozens attended, and
Wood’s daughter Cindy Craig
and others shared a few fond
memories during interviews
after the service.

“He accomplished every-
thing that he put his mind to,
and never quit until whatever
it was was done,” said Craig.
“And that was with everything
that he did.”

Craig said that her fondest
memories of her father
occurred when she was a
child. He was stationed at
Edwards Air Force Base in
Lancaster, California, and
would occasionally have the
opportunity to fly over their

ranch-style
home, tipping
the wings to
say hello.

“He always
had a smile on
his face,”
Craig said.
“Even when
he was in hos-
pice, it was

still there — he would act like
he was no longer with us, and
then when I would say ‘Dad,
Dad,’ he would open his eyes
and say, ‘Just kidding.’”

Wood, who passed away on
Sept. 9 at the age of 95, was
part of many clubs, and will
be sorely missed by those who
survive him.

Ron Duke, fellow member
of the Korean War Veterans
Association, said that meet-
ings just won’t be the same
now that he’s gone.

“He was always telling
jokes, and always had a story
to tell,” Duke said. “He was
everybody’s friend.”

A native of Georgia who
was bitten by the flying bug
when he was in grade school,
Wood flew Hellcat and Corsair

By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

On the last day to buy into
this year’s Rotary Duck Derby,
Elaine Booth plunked down $250
for a Super Quack Pack of 30
race entries.

The next day — Saturday —
one of her rubber duckies won
the derby by being first to float
from the Debbs Potts Memorial
Bridge downstream to a waiting
crew on the Rogue River at
Riverside Park. The ducks were
dumped into the river from the
bridge to start the 17th annual
competition.

Booth, owner of Booth Insur-
ance Agency in Grants Pass,
won $15,000, minus taxes,

toward the lease or purchase of
a car or truck from one of sev-
eral local dealers. She picked
up a winner’s certificate on
Monday at the Daily Courier,
and met her winning duck,
handed to her by derby chair-
man Dave Morrison.

“I never expected it,” she
said.

Booth can use a new vehicle,
since hers broke down this sum-

mer. She doesn’t know if she’ll
buy a sporty Camaro for herself
or a more practical SUV to haul
the grandchildren.

She said she buys derby
entries every year, and had
paperwork on her desk for
weeks before stopping on Fri-
day to buy her ducks from vol-
unteers selling them on the
street.

Of the derby’s $71,000 net
fundraising this year, 75% will
go to support the indoor arena
at the Josephine County Fair-
grounds, while 25% will go
toward a weight room expan-
sion at Illinois Valley High
School.

TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier

A Rotary Club member signals that the first rubber duck in the Duck Derby has
made it into the collection tube Saturday at Riverside Park.

By Sean Bassinger
of the Daily Courier

Carmelle Jackson, the wife
of the late Don Jackson,
namesake of the horse racing
facility at Grants Pass Downs,
said she has made it out here
every year since 1985 for the
summer meet.

On Sunday, she and her
daughter, Debra Torossian,
were on hand for something
entirely new — the launch of a
fall racing schedule that pro-
moters hope will put Grants
Pass on the map and help
secure the future of a sport
that has been waning in popu-

larity.
“My husband would be so

proud,” she said. Don Jackson
was a breeder and longtime
fixture in Southern Oregon
horse racing for more than 50
years. “He really would be.”

The dream for many is
that TMB Racing, a passion
project of Dutch Bros Coffee
CEO Travis Boersma, will fill
the void left by the recent
demise of Portland Meadows,
the 73-year-old institution in
Pacific Northwest horse rac-
ing that was Oregon's only
big-time commercial race
meet.

Now that title belong to
Grants Pass. Racing will be
held every Sunday and Mon-
day, rain or shine, through
Nov. 4.

Trump had Ukraine aid withheld before call

Illinois River fishing ban
aims to protect salmon

‘He accomplished
everything that he 
put his mind to’

First races draw fans to stands

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

Fish biologists have decid-
ed to close about 7 miles of the
Illinois River to all fishing in
October and November to dis-
courage illegal snagging of
chinook salmon.

The emergency closure will
extend from Pomeroy Dam
outside Cave Junction to Eight
Dollar Bridge, also known as
the Green Bridge, on Eight
Dollar Road.

Salmon fishing is already
banned the length of the Illi-
nois River, to protect spawn-
ing fish, but people who target
steelhead or trout have tried
to snag salmon on purpose.

“I probably get a half-dozen
calls every year about people
snagging fall chinook,” said
Marty Marchand, game
enforcement officer for the
Oregon State Police.

Marchand said he didn’t
see anyone snag a salmon last
year, but he came across one
angler using a “monstrous”
lure, making it obvious they
were trying.

A press release by the Ore-
gon Department of Fish and
Wildlife noted that salmon
migrate up the Illinois, the
largest tributary of the Rogue,
and reach the Illinois Valley in
October or November. The

Photos by JOEL TAKARSH for the Daily Courier

Horse racing fans watch the action on the first day of the inaugural fall commercial meet at Grants Pass Downs.
People from at least as far away as Portland and Los Angeles attended the first fall races, on Sunday.

Duck Derby winner’s family has long
history of fairgrounds involvement

WOOD

Turn to TRUMP, Page 5A

Whose ducks
finished first?
See inside for the full list 
of Duck Derby winners.
Page 3A

More Dems call
for impeachment;
president insists
he did nothing
wrong, says he
was trying to fight
corruption

Turn to DERBY, Page 3A

People come from
afar for inaugural fall
horse racing meet

Turn to SALMON, Page 5A

DRURY WOOD • 1923-2019

Jockey
Jaime
Lopez
reacts
after his
mount,
One Flyin
Foose,
won the
second
race 
Sunday 
at Grants
Pass
Downs.

Renowned test
pilot and veteran
laid to rest in
Grants Pass

Turn to WOOD, Page 5A

Turn to RACES, Page 5A



 Want to see our ad online?
 Type  goo.gl/bhvubt   into your web browser.
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 PRICES EFFECTIVE 
 WED. 9/25/19

 THRU TUE.
 10/1/19

 MON.-SAT. 8:30-6:30 • SUN. 10-5
 603 ROGUE RIVER HWY.
 GRANTS PASS
 Oregon Trail, Credit and 
 Debit Cards Accepted

 “The  Fresh Food  Folks”

 ORGANIC BULK FOODS
 Organic  Long Grain Brown Rice . . . . . . $1.99  lb.

 Organic White Quinoa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.39  lb.

 Organic Pumpkin Seeds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.49  lb.

 Organic Medjool Dates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.49  lb.

 Organic Mission Figs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.59  lb.  Van’s Waffles, Organic or Wheat-Free $2.79 8 oz.

 Garden of Eatin’ Party Size

 Mediterranean Unrefined

 Fresh Bunch  Extra Fancy Honeycrisp

 Extra Fancy Gala Apples  $ 1.1 9  lb.

 Large

 Juicy Lemons  89¢  ea.

 Seedless Navel

 Roma Tomatoes  99¢   lb.

 89 ¢ ¢
 lb.

 Sweetmeat Squash  59¢   lb.

 OREGON WILD HARVEST

 Red or Black Plums  $ 1 .69  lb.

 $ 1 2 49
 90 ct.

 Shiitake Mushrooms   $6.99  lb.

 PURE ESSENCE

 SAVE
 $ 1 5.90

 Bunched

 Radishes  $ 1.4 9  bu.

 99 ¢ ¢
 ea.

 Emerald Valley Fresh

 Made with Organic Tomatoes

 SALSA SALSA
 Wild Planet 5 Varieties

 Sustainably Caught

 Creamy Hass

 Red or Gold Bunch

 $ 7 99 $

 Napa Valley Organic

 Extra Virgin

 $ 3 99 $
 14 oz.

 Red or Green Seedless

 Bananas  99¢  lb.

 Oregon D’Anjou Pears  69¢   lb.

 $ 1 29 $
 ea.

 $ 2 3 99
 12.06 oz.

 Crisp Iceberg Lettuce  $ 1.1 9  ea.

 $ 1 2 99
 4 oz.

 SAVE
 $3.00!

 Welches Red or Green Seedless

 Honeydew Melons  89¢  lb.

 $ 1 99 $
 lb.

 $ 1 69 $

 Snow White

 ASTRALGUS REISHI
 Harmonious immune support.

 SAVE
 $ 7 .46!

 $ 2 39 $ 2  lb.

 $ 1 49 $

 OSHA ROOT
 Rocky Mountain throat syrup, vegan 

 friendly, ages 2-adult.

 GRAPES

 Assorted Varieties Hope

 ORGANIC HUMMUS  
 $ 3 39

     8 oz.

 Kevita Sparkling Organic

 PROBIOTIC DRINK   $ 2 49

 MAGNESIUM PLUS
 Folate (Quatrefolic), B6, D3 and 

 More .

 ea.

 $ 2 1 9 $ 2  bu.

 ECCO DENT

 $ 3 99
 100 yards

 DENTAL FLOSS
 No plastic box, vegan, mint.

 SAVE
 $1.96!

 lb.

 $ 1 99 $ 1

 Red Hot, Yellow, Blue, More!

 Prince of Peace Assorted

 GINGER CHEWS  
 $ 1 49

     3-4 oz.

 Muir Glen Large Selection

 $ 3 29 $

 ORGANIC 
 PASTA SAUCE

 Fire Roasted, Vegetable, Basil, More!
 25.5 oz.

 WILD SARDINES WILD SARDINES
 $ 2 19 $

 4.4 oz.

 BEETS  AVOCADOS

 OLIVE  OLIVE 
 

 
OIL OIL

 SODAS SODAS
 Zevia Zero Calorie

 $ 3 99 $
 Large Selection of Flavors

 6 pk. + dep.

 HERBS ECT

   15 oz
 + dep.

 bu.

 $ 3 49 $

 TORTILLA 
 CHIPS

 16 oz.

 16.9 oz.

 ORANGES ORANGES

 SPINACH SPINACH GRAPES GRAPES  APPLES APPLES

 $ 2 1 9 $ 2  ea.

 CA RROTS CA

 CAULIFLOWER CAULIFLOWER AVOCADOS AVOCADOS
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New York Exchange
NEW YORK (AP) —
Today's noon New York
Stock Exchange selected
prices:
Stock Last Chg
AT&T Inc 37.79 +.19
AerojetR 52.07 +.31
Altria 41.01 +.13
AEP 94.69+1.29
AmIntlGrp 57.27 -.03
ApldIndlT 54.85 -.04
Avon 4.58 -.03
BP PLC 38.29 -.47
BkofAm 29.21 -.31
BarrickGld 18.67 +.07
Boeing 376.36 -.67
BrMySq 50.64 +.12
Brunswick 51.64 -.38
Caterpillar 126.62 -1.80
Chevron 124.19 -.71

Citigroup 68.50 -1.05
CocaCola 54.36 +.22
ColgPalm 72.67+1.17
ConocoPhil 58.99 -1.19
ConEd 93.89+1.14
CurtisWrt 129.43 +.50
Deere 165.38 +.17
Disney 133.13 +.67
Dupont rs 70.96 +.04
Eaton 83.41 -.50
EdisonInt 75.53+1.37
ExxonMbl 71.59 -.54
FMC Corp 88.27 -.43
FootLockr 40.15 -.13
FordM 9.15 -.01
GenDynam186.95 +.16
GenElec 9.10 -.24
GenMills 54.16 +.26
GenMotors 36.94 -.31
HP Inc 18.40 -.13

Hallibrtn 19.65 -.96
HeclaM 2.07 +.01
Hess 64.03 -1.48
HonwllIntl 167.15 +.01
Idacorp 112.14+1.37
IBM 142.80 +.74
IntPap 40.84 -.23
JohnJn 132.70 +.96
Loews 52.11 +.53
LaPac 24.76 -.02
MDU Res 28.38 +.30
MarathnO 12.42 -.68
McDnlds 212.93+1.39
McKesson 144.64+1.71
Merck 84.75 +.39
NCR Corp 32.38 -.20
NorflkSo 184.43+4.92
NorthropG 372.08+2.95
OcciPet 45.61 +.11
Olin 18.35 -.60

PG&E Cp 12.36 +.82
Penney .88 -.02
Pfizer 36.54 +.29
ProctGam 124.40+1.18
RockwlAut 162.35 -1.82
SempraEn 144.14+2.27
SouthnCo 62.19 +.87
Tegna 15.47 +.39
Textron 50.65 -.09
3M Co 166.55 -.21
Timken 43.50 -.42
TriContl 27.32 +.11
UnionPac 166.77 +.72
Unisys 7.49 -.08
USSteel 10.56 -.48
VarianMed 117.52 -.45
VerizonCm 60.99 +.78
ViadCorp 66.78 +.65
WalMart 118.74+1.12
WellsFargo 48.99 +.03

Gold
Selected world gold prices, today.
London morning fixing: $1519.50
London afternoon fixing: $1522.10
NY Handy & Harman:$1522.10
NY Handy & Harman fabricated: $1689.53
NY Engelhard: $1521.00
NY Engelhard fabricated: $1635.80
NY Merc. gold: $1523.70
NY HSBC Bank USA: $1525.00

Metals
NEW YORK (AP) - Spot nonferrous metal prices
today. 
Aluminum - $0.8010 per lb., London Metal Exch.

Copper - $2.5945 (pound) NY Merc spot
Lead - $2107.00 metric ton, London Metal Exch.
Zinc - $1.0477 per lb., London Metal Exch. 
Silver - $18.564 Handy & Harman
Silver - $18.600 troy oz., NY Merc spot 
Platinum - $956.00 Handy & Harman
Platinum - $953.90 troy oz., NY Merc spot

Lumber
Chicago Mercantile

LUMBER 110,000 bd. ft. $ per 1,000 bd. ft.
Open High Low Settle Chg.
Nov 19 386.0 386.0 377.1 377.1 -10.1
Jan 20 384.3 388.1 378.4 388.1
Mar 20 385.0 385.2 381.7 381.7 -8.3
May 20 390.0 390.0 390.0 390.0 -1.3

Est. sales 276 Mon' sales 515

Commodities

Northwest Stocks
PORTLAND (AP) — Closing quotations Monday

from the National Association of Security Dealers.
They don’t include markup, markdown or commissions.
Name High Low Last Change Ratio
Banner Cp 57.39 56.56 56.66 -.16 -.3
ColBnkg 37.13 36.64 36.82 -.22 -.6
Costco 292.62 288.00 288.52 +.95 +.3
FLIR Sys 53.87 53.46 53.60 +.14 +.3
Intel 51.18 50.17 50.28 -.62 -1.2
Keycorp 17.93 17.68 17.72 -.07 -.4

Kroger 26.09 25.57 25.79 +.07 +.3
LithiaMot 133.75 129.19 130.16 -.86 -.7
Microsoft 140.69 138.44 138.69 -.45 -.3
NikeB 88.69 87.25 87.38 -.31 -.4
Nordstrm 32.95 31.91 32.01 -.34 -1.1
OraSure 7.65 7.56 7.65 +.01 +.2
Umpqua 16.82 16.56 16.58 -.19 -1.1
US Bancrp 56.00 55.50 55.67 -.01 ...
WellsFargo 49.22 48.76 48.99 +.03 +.1
Weyerhsr 27.75 27.49 27.71 +.09 +.3

WALL STREET WATCH
DOW JONES INDUSTRIALS NASDAQ

26,949.99
+14.92

Monday’s
closing

8,112.46
−5.21

As of midday
Eastern time

today
26,827.50
−122.49

8,010.82
−101.64

administration to provide Con-
gress with the whistleblower’s
government complaint.

At issue is a summer phone
call with Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy , in which
Trump is said to have pushed
for investigations into Biden and
his son. In the days before that
call, Trump ordered that aid to
Ukraine be frozen, according to
two people familiar with but not
authorized to discuss private
conversations. They spoke on
the condition of anonymity.

Trump has insisted he did
nothing wrong and has denied
that any requests for help in
procuring damaging information
about the Bidens were tied to
the aid freeze. Former Vice
President Joe Biden is among
the leading candidates in the
Democratic presidential prima-
ry.

Trump has sought, without
evidence, to implicate Biden and
his son Hunter in the kind of
corruption that has long plagued
Ukraine. Hunter Biden served
on the board of a Ukrainian gas
company at the same time his
father was leading the Obama
administration’s diplomatic
dealings with Kyiv. Though the
timing raised concerns among
anti-corruption advocates, there
has been no evidence of wrong-
doing by either the former vice
president or his son.

The United States began pro-
viding military aid to the gov-
ernment of Ukraine shortly
after Russia illegally annexed
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula in
2014. With Ukraine’s new presi-
dent still grappling with sepa-

ratist rebels in the east, the aid
has long been viewed as a mea-
sure of Washington’s determina-
tion to push back against Russ-
ian President Vladimir Putin.

Democrats, and some Repub-
licans, have urged the White
House to be open about Trump’s
actions. But with no new infor-
mation from the administration
forthcoming, more than a dozen
Democrats, including some in
House leadership, added their
names to those calling for
impeachment proceedings.

Seven House freshmen, who
include a former Navy pilot, sol-
diers, officers and intelligence
analysts, wrote in a joint op-ed
that the allegations against
Trump “are stunning, both in
the national security threat they
pose and the potential corrup-
tion they represent.”

If true, they represent an
impeachable offense, the law-
makers said.

“These new allegations are a
threat to all we have sworn to
protect. We must preserve the
checks and balances envisioned
by the Founders and restore the
trust of the American people in
our government. And that is
what we intend to do,” the law-
makers wrote in The Washing-
ton Post. The lawmakers are
Reps. Gil Cisneros of California,
Jason Crow of Colorado, Chrissy
Houlahan of Pennsylvania,
Elaine Luria of Virginia, Mikie
Sherrill of New Jersey, Elissa
Slotkin of Michigan and Abigail
Spanberger of Virginia.

It’s unclear whether Pelosi
will endorse a new phase of
impeachment proceedings.
House Judiciary Committee
Chairman Jerrold Nadler has
declared that his committee is
already conducting impeach-

ment hearings, but the commit-
tee has been unable to get many
key witnesses and documents
from the Trump administration.

One idea that was being dis-
cussed among some Democrats
was the possibility of a select
committee that could handle
impeachment hearings. Virginia
Rep. Abigail Spanberger, a for-
mer CIA agent and one of the
freshman Democrats who came
out for impeachment proceed-
ings on Monday, said “the notion
of a select committee is likely a
good one” as long as it remains
bipartisan.

“We should all want to get to
the bottom of these allegations
and know without a shadow of a
doubt that our president is
either innocent or he’s not,”
Spanberger said in an interview
with The Associated Press.

The president has acknowl-
edged the phone call with
Ukraine’s president, but denies
using the aid package as lever-
age to get his assistance investi-
gating Biden and his son.

Lawmakers are demanding
details of the complaint, but the
acting director of national intel-
ligence, Joseph Maguire, has
refused to share that informa-
tion, citing presidential privi-
lege. He is set to testify Thurs-
day before the House.

“Let’s see the transcript,”
said Sen. Mitt Romney, R-Utah,
about Trump’s call with the
Ukraine president.

Trump said Monday he may,
or may not, release details or a
transcript of the call but has
stressed that foreign leaders
should feel free to speak frankly
with an American president
without fear that the details of
their conversations will later be
disclosed.

Trump From 1A

As people from at least as far
away as Portland and Los Ange-
les watched in the stands, the
cool air and occasional showers
were far from being an obstacle
for the horses and their jockeys
on Sunday.

Lynelle Fox Smith, executive
director of the Oregon Thor-
oughbred Owners & Breeders
Association, was among those
from out of town. The nonprofit
group works to help build up
Oregon’s horse racing industry.

Fox Smith said that Sunday’s
fall meet was the perfect exam-
ple of an ideal winter or fall
meet, such as those she experi-
enced at Portland Meadows.

“This is really prime weather
for our horses,” Fox Smith said.
“They stay cool and it’s a better
way to run.”

Unlike the smaller summer

meet, which is part of the
regional county fair circuit, the
new fall meet is categorized as a
commercial meet, which means
horses with higher pedigrees
running for bigger purses.

The races are also simulcast
to eight off-track betting sites in
Oregon, and available for bet-
ting online.

Others at the meet on Sunday
traveled hundreds of miles to
relive past summers spent at
Grants Pass Downs.

Tammy Boag, a now-retired
photo finish operator who
worked at the Grants Pass track
between 1985 and 2000, came all
the way from Los Angeles.

Boag and her friends said
that they used to visit Grants
Pass Downs as teenagers in the
summer and wanted to reunite
for “a girl get-together.” Joining
Boag were Vicki Layne, Shari
Burns and Vandi Ekins, all of
whom had some involvement
with the U.S. horse racing indus-

try.
“So we got together and

came out here,” Boag said.
Layne, who came from

Modesto, California, said she
and her friends were thrilled to
see how Grants Pass Downs
would help keep horse racing
alive.

“It’s hope in a time that’s
been pretty rough lately,” Layne
said. “There’s a lot of tracks
that are closing down — big
ones.”

As a jockey in the thick of it,
Emilio Guerrero said he wel-
comed the new fall meet. Guer-
rero, a Grants Pass resident,
won the fourth race aboard
Sequoyah Sunset, owned by
Boersma.

“This is nice,” he said of the
victory. “Grants Pass, I think, is
a better place. It’s our home.”

———
Reach reporter Sean Bassinger 

at 541-474-3806 or
sbassinger@thedailycourier.com

fighters in the Marines in
World War II, then started a
family before returning to com-
bat during the Korean War,
where he participated in the
landing at Inchon and the frigid
Battle of Chosin Reservoir.

Returning stateside, Wood
served a stint as an instructor
at the Navy Test Pilot School at
Patuxent River, Maryland,
where one of his pupils was a
fellow Marine aviator named
John Glenn, who later became
the first American to orbit the
Earth.

After reaching the rank of
major, Wood began his civilian
career in 1955, and eventually
tested aircraft for Douglas Air-
craft Co., Northrup Corporation
and Dornier Aircraft in West
Germany. 

At Dornier, he was chief test
pilot and flew the Do 31, which
was the world’s first successful
vertical takeoff jet transport. In
1968, Wood was awarded the
Iven C. Kincheloe Award for
being the top test pilot of the
year. Over the course of his
career, he flew more than 100
types of aircraft. Some esti-
mates placed that number
much higher.

His career covered a who's
who of the golden age of Ameri-
can aviation. In 2014, he and
eight other legends of aeronau-
tics and space became part of
the inaugural class of the Bob
Hoover Hall of Honor. The
other inductees included
Jimmy Doolittle, leader of the
daring Doolittle Raid in World
War II; Chuck Yeager, first to
break the sound barrier; and
Neil Armstrong, first person to
walk on the moon.

They are all gone now,
except for Yeager, who is 96.
Wood, who moved to Grants
Pass in 2004 and was the 2017
Boatnik parade grand marshal,
also was inducted into the Ore-
gon Aviation Hall of Honor in
McMinnville in 2015.

Accolades included the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross. They
did not include a Purple Heart.

“I knew damn few fighter
pilots who ever had a Purple

Heart,” Wood once told the
Daily Courier, in 2006. “You
were either alive or dead.”

Mark Collier, a retired Navy
pilot who served as an aircraft
commander during the Persian
Gulf War and the Iraq War,
said that he was going to miss
Wood’s ability to brighten up
the room at Retired Officers
Association meetings.

He then laid out what pilots
think of the brave souls that
help bring experimental air-
craft up to fully functional sta-
tus.

“Test pilots are the man’s

man of flying. Nobody else got
to fly without a test pilot taking
something out there that wasn’t
proven,” Collier said.

“But test pilots didn’t go in
thinking they were guinea pigs
— that couldn’t be further from
the truth. They went in saying,
‘I’m going to make this thing
work, and I have the skills to
do it.’

“And that’s why they were
the best of the best.”

———
Reach reporter Jason McMillen

at 541-474-3718 or
jmcmillen@thedailycourier.com.

JASON McMILLEN/Daily Courier

Two Marine Corps honor guard pay their final
respects to Drury Wood by folding a flag before pre-
senting it to Wood’s wife, Jacqueline Walden, at Hull
& Hull Funeral Directors in Grants Pass on Saturday.

river is also often extremely
low until the first heavy fall
rains, making the salmon
more visible and vulnerable.

“The fall chinook move in
large groups, and it’s easy to
find a pool with 200 or 300 of
them,” said Pete Samarin,
biologist for the ODFW in Cen-
tral Point.

Samarin also encountered
people attempting to snag
salmon last year near the
Finch Road bridge in Kerby. 

He said ODFW anticipates

the closure to become a per-
manent rule change in 2021,
after input is taken at public
meetings in 2020, to discuss
regulations.

Marchand and Samarin
both said the closure won’t
affect legal anglers much,
since winter steelhead don’t
usually show up in sizable
numbers until December, and
the section doesn’t have many
trout.

Fishing on the Illinois is
artificial lures only and catch-
and-release. The exception is a
provision that allows keeping
up to three wild steelhead of
over 24 inches, per year, from

Salmon From 1A

Races From 1AWood From 1A

Klondike Creek to Pomeroy
Dam.

“There’s no downside to
closing it,” Marchand said.
“It’s not like it’s taking
away angling opportunities.
The closure is going to do
nothing but help protect
spawning salmon.”

–——
Reach reporter Jeff Duewel 

at 541-474-3720 or
jduewel@thedailycourier.com.

“Test pilots are the man’s man of flying. Nobody
else got to fly without a test pilot taking

something out there that wasn’t proven.”
MARK COLLIER

Retired Navy pilot, aircraft commander 
in Persian Gulf War and Iraq War
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The sun keeps shining

Election ballots must be
dropped off by 8 tonight
Today is Election Day. The only issues locally are
two city of Grants Pass tax measures. As a result,
most voters in the county did not get a ballot.
For those who did receive a ballot, they must be
dropped off at one of these dropboxes by 8 p.m.:
• Josephine County Courthouse, north and south
entrances, 500 N.W. Sixth St. in Grants Pass.
• The Grants Pass library’s rear parking lot, 200
N.W. C St.
• Washington Federal Bank’s front parking lot, 290
Union Ave. in Grants Pass.
• Umpqua Bank, 3600 Merlin Road in Merlin.
• Hidden Valley Market, 7200 Williams Highway in
Murphy.
There is also a dropbox/slot outside the Josephine
County Clerk’s Office inside the county courthouse.
Look for election results shortly after 8 p.m.
tonight online at www.thedailycourier.com.

By Mary Clare Jalonick and Lisa Mascaro
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House investigators
today asked President Donald Trump’s acting
chief of staff to appear before the impeach-
ment inquiry , reaching to the highest levels of
the White House as they prepare to release

more transcripts from the
closed-door proceedings.

Investigators say Mick
Mulvaney’s news confer-
ence last month amounted
to “nothing less than a tele-
vised confession” of
Trump’s efforts to have
Ukraine investigate Democ-
rats and Joe Biden as the
White House was blocking

military funding for the Eastern European
ally.

Trump says he did nothing wrong, and Mul-
vaney later walked back his remarks.

The White House has instructed its officials
not to comply with the impeachment inquiry
being led by House Democrats. It is uncertain
if Mulvaney will appear.

Today, the committees were expected to
release more transcripts of previous inter-
views as they push the closed proceedings into
the public, with hundreds of pages of testimo-
ny from two top diplomats deeply involved in
the Ukraine matter.

Kurt Volker, the former special envoy to
Ukraine, and Gordon Sondland, the U.S.
ambassador to the European Union, both testi-
fied for hours in private. The two diplomats
were involved in White House policy toward

Democrats
want Mulvaney
to testify in
impeachment
investigation

MULVANEY

By Casey Crowley
of the Daily Courier

The Grants Pass teachers union and the
school district reached a tentative agreement
on a new contract Monday.

“I feel like both sides got a fair deal,”
Grants Pass School District Superintendent
Kirk Kolb said this morning. “Both sides feel
very good about what we accomplished togeth-
er.”

Union president Mickey Jarvis, a science
teacher at Grants Pass High School, called the
new contract “good for members under cur-
rent circumstances.”

“We aren’t keeping up with inflation, but we
also closed the gap a bit this contract cycle,”
she added.

The two sides have been negotiating a new
contract since February. In August and Octo-
ber, both sides said a deal was expected soon,
but negotiations moved into November without
a deal being reached, until Monday.

The previous contract between the school
district and the union, known officially as the
Grants Pass Education Association, expired
July 31, although it remains in effect until a
new deal is officially approved. The union has
about 400 members, most of whom are teach-
ers.

The sticking point was compensation
increases to offset inflation.

On Monday, the union brought forward a

District 7,
GP teachers
union agree to
new contract

Turn to INQUIRY, Page 7A

Turn to CONTRACT, Page 5A

By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

On the verge of significantly
increasing fees for developers, the
Grants Pass City Council on Mon-
day considered yet another alterna-
tive rate, this one for fees that
would vary with the strength of the
economy.

Under the new proposal, rates
for new construction could drop to
near zero in bad economic times,
“which would very much incentivize
people to continue to build,” city
public works director Jason Canady
told the council during a workshop
on the issue.

The city is falling farther and
farther behind as its underground

utilities age. A city-commissioned
study recommended rate increases
of 148%, although the council has
been considering increases ranging
from 23% to 71%. The fees, known
as system development charges, or
SDCs, pay for impacts from new
development on water, wastewater,
stormwater, parks and transporta-
tion infrastructure.

A public forum about fee changes
and the SDC program in general is
set for 6 p.m. tonight in the council
chambers at City Hall, 101 N.W. A
St., with the council scheduled to
hold a public hearing about pro-
posed new rates on Dec. 4.

Under the alternatives, system
development charges per residential
unit would rise from $8,654 currently

City considers ‘variable rate’
fees for new construction
The new rate would be dependent on the strength of the economy

Turn to RATE, Page 5A

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

Travis Boersma, whose deep pockets ushered
in a new era of horse racing in Grants Pass,
handed his sons Owen and Zabin a wad of money
for cotton candy Monday while his thoroughbred
Canada prepared to race more than a mile.

The last day of the new fall meet at Grants
Pass Downs seemed to buzz in the sunshine and
brilliant colors of horse racing, enhanced by the
buttery voice of Australian announcer Michael
Wrona and the 100-foot-long monster video tote
board.

“We’ve got the music rockin’ in the grand-
stand, we had football playing on the screen Sun-
day, the sun is shining. … God is good, life is
fun,” said Boersma, CEO of Dutch Bros Coffee
prior to the eighth race. “The fall meet has been
spectacular.”

Without the 1,000-pound beasts pounding
around the half-mile dirt track, none of it would
be possible.

“We had tremendous success by having the
horsemen bring their horses here and treating
them the way they should be treated, and giving
them the opportunity to pay the bills and put

some money in their pocket,” said Boersma, who
founded TMB Racing earlier this year to fill the
void created by the demise of Portland Meadows
as the sole commercial track in Oregon.

In 2020, TMB Racing will absorb the former
Southern Oregon Horse Racing Association sum-
mer race days and run a 35-day season from May
10 to late July.

Trainer Cindy Hoover of Idaho said she’d be
out of racing if not for Grants Pass. The Pacific
Northwest’s other racetracks amount to Emerald
Downs near Seattle; Kennewick, Washington;
Grants Pass; and the small-time fair tracks in
out-of-the-way places like Union and Prineville.

California’s nearest venue is Ferndale, near
Eureka.

“A lot of us smaller people who don’t want to
travel to California would have sold all of our
horses,” Hoover said. “I just bought a 3-year-old
filly instead of selling. We had to do a little bit
good to be here.”

Rod Lowe, Boersma’s point man with TMB,
said off-site betting has made up about 70% of
the handle, or money wagered, at Grants Pass
Downs. Bets can be made online or at several

Fall racing meet ‘a tremendous success’
in inaugural year at Grants Pass Downs

By Jason McMillen
of the Daily Courier

MERLIN — Under ever-growing pressure
from streaming services like Netflix and the
Redbox machines that seem to be everywhere,
the second-to-last surviving video store in the
Grants Pass area is calling it quits.

Mikey’s Place Video Rental has been serving
the Merlin community for over 30 years, but like
video shops across the country, it has buckled
under competition from streaming services such
as Netflix and Amazon Prime.

The closure means the last dedicated video
store in Josephine County is now Video World in
downtown Grants Pass. As recently as 2017 there
were still three video stores in Grants Pass —
Medford had none — as well as Mikey’s Place in
Merlin.

Tom Shull, a longtime resident of the North

Second-to-last video store in county closing its doors
Assistant 

manager Lori
Hayden (right)

helps Tom
Shull check
out several

DVDs at
Mikey’s Place
Video Rental
in Merlin on

Saturday. Shull
was sad to

hear the news
that the store

is closing.

JASON McMILLEN
Daily Courier

Photos by JEFF DUEWEL/Daily Courier

Thoroughbreds pass the giant tote board and video screen during the fourth race at Grants Pass Downs on Monday, the last
day of the inaugural fall racing season. Racing is scheduled to resume at the track in May 2020.

Travis Boersma, who bankrolled the first
fall racing season, didn’t let his horse’s
fifth-place finish in the eighth race Mon-
day get him down. 

Turn to VIDEO, Page 5A

Next up is a 35-day meet that begins in May and will absorb the traditional summer races

Turn to BET, Page 5A



counter-offer of a 1.75% cost-of-
living adjustment this year and
2.5% next year, with small
alterations to the power union
members have on schedule
changes. The district accepted
the offer.

The new contract will need
to be approved by the Grants
Pass School Board and the full
membership of the union. The
school board could approve the
deal as soon as Nov. 12, but
only after union members
approve the deal.

Originally, the union had
been seeking a 2.75% cost-of-
living adjustment for the next
two years.

The district first offered a
COLA of 1% for 2019-2020 and
2% for 2020-2021 in exchange
for the removal of a clause that
allows some union members to
vote on any proposed changes
to school schedules.

Jarvis said that the first
offer the district presented was
not adequate.

“We are going backwards in
overall compensation,” she said
at the time.

Last year, union members
had a COLA of 1.4%, and in
2017-2018 they had a COLA of
1.1%.

The union polled its mem-
bers twice asking if it should
accept the district’s most recent
offer. The first time, the mem-
bers didn’t accept the offer.
After last week’s bargaining
session, the union brought the
proposal back to its members.
Again they rejected it.

The length of the contract is
four years, with an option for
the union to reopen compensa-
tion discussions after two
years.

Teachers in the district
earned between $43,034 and
$81,230 plus benefits under the
last agreement, depending on
seniority.

The two sides had previously
agreed to reductions in the first
grade student-to-teacher ratio
from 27 to 23.

Jarvis previously said that
the agreement shouldn’t have
any big changes other than
those to COLAs and student-to-
teacher ratios.

———
Reach reporter Casey Crowley 

at 541-474-3813 or
ccrowley@thedailycourier.com.

off-track parlors in Oregon,
including Lava Lanes in Med-
ford.

“We did $97,000 yesterday,”
Lowe said. “Two weeks ago, we
had back-to-back days over
$100,000. We’ve been fortunate
to have the nice weather and
full fields of horses.”

It’s amazing what a little
sunshine and horse action can
do to draw fans on a Monday in
November, illustrated by Jessi-
ca Wiltrout, who watched
alongside the track with friend
Ed Dufloth.

“I’d rather come out here
and gamble a little money even
if I don’t win,” Wiltrout said.
“It’s way more exciting than
going out for dinner and drinks.
People you meet here are fun
and interesting.

“I was totally honest at
work, I told them I was taking a
half-day vacation to go play the
ponies.”

Next to the paddock, Sherrie
Palmer shaded her eyes from
the sun and sought out a winner
before the horses pranced onto
the track for the fourth race.
She had an interesting way to
pick her horse: waiting for one
to unload.

“None of them have pooped
yet,” said Palmer, who came
with her husband Robert. “It
works, I swear to goodness.
That’s why I come down to the
paddock.”

Among the few hundred fans
at Grants Pass Downs on Mon-
day, none had seen the passage
of time like 90-year-old Glenn
Edwards. 

He was yukking it up when
Dutch Mama won the fifth race
to validate his win ticket.
Gwyniss Grow and the other
hospitality people for TMB ran
bets for him.

Edwards, best friend of the
late Don Jackson, who was
synonymous with Grants Pass
horse racing as a top breeder,
served on the Josephine Coun-
ty Fair Board for 15 years
during the 1990s, when racing
was dipping badly. He said

some of the board wanted it
gone, but that didn’t sit well
with him.

“I rode at this track when it
went the other way,” Edwards
said, hearkening back to the
1940s. “It was all match racing
then.”

Edwards said raising money
when he was on the fair board
was a constant struggle. 

“They didn’t like the rail,
and we spent five or six years
trying to get a new rail,” he
said. “Now, Dutch Bros comes
in, thank God, and they have a
new rail.”

That second new rail went in
earlier this year.

Ron Sutton of Beaverton,
president of the Oregon Horse-
man’s Benevolent Protective
Association, owns a tire store a
half-mile from now defunct
Portland Meadows.

“That was our Saturday
starting when I was 5 years
old,” Sutton said of the old
track that operated for 75
years.

He came down Monday to
play the ponies himself and
check out the new center of rac-
ing in Oregon.

“The horsemen seem real
happy,” Sutton said. “I see it
getting bigger and better.
Grants Pass and Travis stepped
up.”

Boersma, who also hung out
at the horse track as a kid,
clearly has his heart and not
just his pocketbook invested.
His master plan includes fin-
ishing the athletic fields in the
infield, finishing the new
lights, and extending and
widening the track for races
next year.

Even though his horse Cana-
da managed only fifth place
Monday, Boersma kept smiling
— even when he said TMB has
invested a lot “without much in
return.”

“This is a big project that’s
more complex than meets the
eye,” he said, without divulging
any numbers. “It’s not a sprint,
it’s a marathon.”

———
Reach reporter Jeff Duewel 

at 541-474-3720 or 
jduewel@thedailycourier.com.

Valley area and Mikey’s Place
regular, was saddened by the
news.

“It’s unfortunate, the people
that run this place are really
nice, and I liked having this
store available because I live
over by Pottsville, so it saved
me a lot of driving time,” Shull
said. 

“Now I’ll have to go all the
way into town to rent movies,
and who knows how long Video
World will last.”

Assistant manager Lori Hay-
den has been holding down the
fort at Mikey’s Place for over 19
years and said that she wasn’t
sure what she was going to do
after the store closes.

But what she’ll miss most
about moving on is interacting
with the shop’s regular cus-
tomers.

“When you’ve worked here so
long, you learn what they like,
and what they don’t like, it’s fun
to help them out just by knowing
them,” Hayden said. “But it
went both ways, I’ve learned a
lot about movies from our cus-
tomers too — every piece of triv-
ia you can imagine.”

Mikey’s Place is owned by
Mike and Lori Chanquet, who
have lived most of their lives in
Merlin.

Lori Chanquet, who runs
most of the day-to-day opera-
tions at Mikey’s Place, said that
business at her shop began a

precipitous decline about three
years ago.

She said that the prolifera-
tion of better and more expan-
sive internet services is what
fueled the upsurge in stream-
ing’s local popularity.

She and her husband tried
everything to keep the business
afloat for as long as they could
— even shuttering part of the
store for use by another busi-
ness.

“We’re out in the country, so

it took a little longer for internet
infrastructure to mature here,”
she said. “There are still some
places that can’t stream, but
then again it’s already cut my
clientele in half.”

Both said that they have
come to terms with the changes
in technology, and their shop’s
inevitable closure.

“It’s sad, but we had a good
run,” Mike Chanquet said. “We
survived all these years because
the Merlin community has been

really good to us, so we’d like to
thank them for all their support
throughout the years.”

Mikey’s Place, at 150 Merlin
Road, will kick off a discount
sale of its stock of several thou-
sand DVDs today.

The store will be open
through Saturday, from noon to
6 p.m.

———
Reach reporter Jason McMillen 

at 541-474-3718 or
jmcmillen@thedailycourier.com.

to between $10,654 and $14,834
under new rates. Fees for
commercial development
would increase by similar
rates.

The residential rate suggest-
ed by the study is $21,477 per
unit, but that’s been deemed
too high.

“My jaw hit the table,”
Canady said, describing his
reaction to the study’s results,
which found significant prob-
lems with the city’s existing

underground utilities, particu-
larly old sewer pipes compro-
mised by tree roots.

The variable rate concept
was presented at the council’s
request. Low rates might spur
construction, but they lower
the city’s ability to pay for
infrastructure.

“This is a big hit to your
utility funds,” Canady said.
“Building really does drive the
economy.”

The variable rate proposal
appears to be unique in Ore-
gon, he said. It would be
based on the pace of develop-
ment over the previous two

years.
City Manager Aaron Cubic

said the variable rate was a
way for the council to show it
was “a partner in the develop-
ment of the community.” Past
city councils have adjusted
fees during economic down-
turns, but the variable rate
would make such reductions
automatic.

“There wouldn’t be a need
for the council to fluctuate” the
fees developers and home-
builders pay, Cubic said.

Councilor DJ Faszer, who is
a builder, said the builder com-
munity would be reluctant to

embrace higher rates, while
Councilor Valerie Lovelace,
who is married to a developer,
said it was difficult to pay high
rates during an economic
downturn.

The council took a “thumbs
up” vote to present the vari-
able rate at tonight’s public
forum.

More information about the
rates are posted on the public
works page on the city’s web-
site, grantspassoregon.gov.

———
Reach reporter Shaun Hall

at 541-474-3726 or
shall@thedailycourier.com.

 Want to see our ad online?
 Type  goo.gl/bhvubt   into your web browser.

 O R G A N I C  O R G A N I C  O R G A N I C  O R G A N I C

 PRICES EFFECTIVE 
 WED. 11/6/19

 THRU TUE.
 1 1/12 / 1 9

 MON.-SAT. 8:30-6:30 • SUN. 10-5
 603 ROGUE RIVER HWY.
 GRANTS PASS
 Oregon Trail, Credit and 
 Debit Cards Accepted

 “The  Fresh Food  Folks”

 ORGANIC BULK FOODS
 Organic Yellow Popcorn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.19  lb.

 Organic Thompson Raisins . . . . . . . . . . . $3.29  lb.

 Organic Coconut Date Rolls . . . . . . . . . . $4.89  lb.

 Organic  Vegan Dk. Chocolate Chips . . . $6.49  lb.

 Organic Whole Raw Cashews . . . . . . $9.69  lb.  Van’s Waffles, Organic or Wheat-Free $2.79 8 oz.

 Imagine Foods

 Mediterranean Unrefined

 Crowns of

 Oregon Red Pears  69¢  lb.

 D’Anjou

 Lemons  $1.39  lb.

 Extra Fancy Granny Smith

 89 ¢ ¢

 HYLAND

 Red or Black Plums  $ 1 .69  lb.

 $ 7 99
 100 tabs

 Cucumbers  $ 1 .19  lb.

 BOIRON

 SAVE
 $9.40

 Assorted Varieties

 Bunch Carrots  $ 2 .19  bu.

 $ 1 89 $
 lb.

 Prince of Peace Organic

 Extra Fancy Gala

 Hass New Crop! Honeycrisp

 Grape Tomatoes  $ 2. 59  bsk.

 Extra Fancy Golden Delicious  89¢   lb.

 $ 29 99
 30 dose pk.

 Jumbo Green Bell Peppers  89¢  ea.

 Fancy Chiquita

 Oregon D’Anjou Pears  69¢  lb.

 5 9 ¢ 5  ¢

 59 ¢ ¢

 Oregon Grown Sweetmeat

 SAVE
 $3.00!

 lb.

 $ 2 59 $

 Wildwood Made w/ Sprouted Soybeans
 ORGANIC TOFU   $ 2 29

     14 oz.

 Chicken, Vegetable, Low Fat Chicken

 PEARS

 $ 6 99 $

 Jar or Squeezable

 16 oz.

 $ 2 99 $

 ORGANIC 
 BROTHS

 9 9 ¢ 9  ¢
 lb.

 89 ¢ ¢
 lb.  lb.

 Celestial Seasonings

 Gingerbread, Candy Cane, Sugar Plum, More!

 $ 2 59 $

 HOLIDAY 
 TEAS

 SAVE
 70¢

 Extra Fancy Red Delicious  89¢  lb.

 HONEY HONEY

 NAG CHAMPA
 Incense.

 SAI BABA

 Green Cabbage  69¢   lb.

 Green or Jasmine

 $ 1 99
 15 gr.

 CALMS FORTÉ
 Sleep Aid.

 OSCILLOCOCCIUM
 Body aches, headache, fever, chills, 

 fatigue.

 GREEN TEAS GREEN TEAS

 Golden Temple Bulk
 GRANOLAS  $ 3 29

      lb.

 2 lb. Bag

 lb.

 Kettle Foods

 $ 2 29 $
 12 Varieties!

 POTATO  POTATO 
 

 
CHIPS CHIPS

 Wild Planet

 $ 1 99 $

 5 Varieties

 4.4 oz.

 WILD SARDINES WILD SARDINES

 AVOCADOS
 $ 1 29 $ 1

 KALE KALE

 ARTICHOKE
 or  RED PEPPER FETA   $ 4 29

     7 oz.

 Mt. Vikos Spreads

 lb.

 32 oz.  20 Bag 
 Box

 5 oz.

 HERBS ETC.

 $ 1 2 99  SAVE
 $3.00!

 OSHA ROOT
 Rocky Mountain throat syrup. Sinus, 

 throat, bronchile and lung health.

 4 oz.

 APPLES APPLES  APPLES APPLES

 APPLES APPLES
 $ 2 99 $ 2  4 pak 

 bag

 TANGERINES TANGERINES
 Seedless Clementine

 BROCCOLI BROCCOLI BANANAS BANANAS

 $ 1 49 $ 1  bu.

 $ 4 49 $
 100 Bag 

 Box

 Wholesome Raw Organic

 SQUASH SQUASH
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Rate From 1A

JASON McMILLEN/Daily Courier

After providing 32 years of service to the Merlin community, Mikey’s Place Video
Rental is set to close. It will be hosting a fire sale of its stock of thousands of
DVDs starting today.

Video From 1A

Bet From 1A

JEFF DUEWEL/Daily Courier

Longtime Grants Pass horse racing advocate Glenn
Edwards and Robin Egusquiza of TMB Racing watch
Monday’s races from the hospitality area under the
grandstand at Grants Pass Downs. They picked Dutch
Mama and won, and Egusquiza hit the quinella, too.

Contract From 1A

Appeals court agrees Trump tax returns can be turned over
Associated Press

NEW YORK — President Donald
Trump’s tax returns can be turned
over to New York prosecutors by his
personal accountant, a federal appeals
court ruled Monday, leaving the last
word to the Supreme Court.

The decision by the 2nd U.S. Circuit

Court of Appeals in Manhattan upholds
a lower court decision in the ongoing
fight over Trump’s financial records.
Trump has refused to release his tax
returns since he was a presidential
candidate, and is the only modern
president who hasn’t made that finan-
cial information public.

In a written decision, three appeals
judges said they only decided whether a

state prosecutor can demand Trump’s
personal financial records from a third
party while the president is in office.

The appeals court said it did not
consider whether the president is
immune from indictment and prosecu-
tion while in office or whether the
president himself may be ordered to
produce documents in a state criminal
proceeding.

According to the decision, a subpoe-
na seeking Trump’s private tax returns
and financial information relating to
businesses he owns as a private citizen
“do not implicate, in any way, the per-
formance of his official duties.”

Several weeks ago, U.S. District
Judge Victor Marrero in Manhattan
tossed out Trump’s lawsuit seeking to
block his accountant from letting a

grand jury see his tax records from
2011.

Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus
R. Vance Jr. sought the records in a
broader probe that includes payments
made to buy the silence of two women,
porn star Stormy Daniels and model
Karen McDougal, who claim they had
affairs with the president before the
2016 presidential election. 


