
By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

The kids have crammed up against
chain link for weeks, watching the spray
park at Riverside Park take shape.

Finally, Monday is the big day.
The grand opening is set for 10:30

a.m., with city officials and the Rotary
Club on hand.

On Thursday, Pat Chambers brought
4-year-old grandson Nicholas to the
adjacent playground and said they’ve
been waiting.

“Did you hear that Nicholas?” she
said. “Monday!!!

“It’s going to be great.”
“It’s going to be beautiful,” added

Project Superintendent Al Cella of
Adroit Construction.

Two circular concrete pads, both

bright blue, are the foundation of the
4,600-square-foot spray park, which cost
$454,000. Interspersed are 19 water fea-
tures, eight of them upright novelties
and the rest circular nozzles on the
ground.

Cella said all the features, which
were supplied by Water Odyssey,
worked great right out of the box, and
he lauded the design by Justin Gerlitz of
Gerlitz Engineering.

Parks & Property Management
Superintendent Wendy Giordano said
use of the park is free and will currently
run from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m daily.

The highest and possibly most spec-
tacular feature is the Tidal Barrel,
which fills up then spills out in a 16-foot-
radius.
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Source: Taylor Creek and
Klondike fire information officers

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

The best news on the wildfire
scene is the air quality, which
improved greatly in Southwest Ore-
gon on Thursday night and this
morning.

The air quality index in Grants
Pass that was unhealthy for much of

the past four days improved to mod-
erate (yellow) this morning.

The National Weather Service
predicts air quality should be in the
good (green) to moderate (yellow)
range through much of the weekend,
and a marine layer that pushed east-
ward this morning has significantly
improved conditions to slow down
wildfires.

Low clouds and fog crept inland
well into Josephine County, with
humidity as high as 80 percent,
according to the NWS.

The Klondike Fire, the largest left
from the July 15 outbreak in South-
west Oregon, slowed down Thursday
and is considered 37 percent con-
tained. Total acreage is up to 80,725.
And the Taylor Creek Fire is nearly

County residents are
breathing a little easier

TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier

Traffic from the downtown area merges
onto Redwood Highway near Tussey
Lane. Early estimates of what it would
cost to add a third westbound lane from
the South Y area to Redwood Avenue are
high: $3 million to $5 million.

By Shaun Hall
of the Daily Courier

Initial estimates of what it would cost to add a
third westbound lane to a short section of Redwood
Highway from the South Y area to Redwood
Avenue are discouragingly high: $3 million to
$5 million.

That’s sticker shock for city and county offi-
cials who were hoping for a quick, cheap fix to
help solve that area’s traffic congestion problems.

“I don’t know where that money would come
from,” said Jason Canady, public works director
for Grants Pass.

Canady has been working with Josephine
County Public Works Director Rob Brandes, con-
sultant HHPR and state transportation officials to
look into costs for a third lane, with the possibili-
ty that nearly $1 million in grant money could be
shifted from an Allen Creek Road improvement
project to the highway. But $1 million isn’t nearly
enough.

“For the third lane project, we’re still way
short,” Canady said when contacted Thursday for
an update on a “scoping study” for the project.

No quick, cheap fix
for congestion on
Redwood Highway

By Ericka Cruz Guevarra
Oregon Public Broadcasting

An arm of Oregon’s Tourism
Commission wants to warm tourists
up to the idea of a vacation in Ore-
gon despite a summer of cold feet
over wildfires in the West, driving a
sizable revenue loss to the state’s
tourism industry last year, leaders
say.

Travel Oregon says it’s joining a
coalition of leaders from Washing-
ton and California to encourage
tourism to their states, all while
fighting visitor hesitation shaped by
historic wildfire-related events that
now include the largest fire burning
in California history and Portland’s
hottest year on record.

“Fire and smoke may not care
much about state lines, but Visit

California, Travel Oregon and the
Washington Tourism Alliance do
care about the visitor experience
and the perception that the West is
inaccessible due to fires,” said Todd
Davidson, Travel Oregon CEO.

Nearly $51 million in tourism rev-
enue was lost in Oregon last year
because of wildfires, according to a

After $51M tourism loss to wildfires, 
Oregon wants visitors to come back

By Jason McMillen
of the Daily Courier

CAVE JUNCTION — A tax plan to fund after-
dark law enforcement in Cave Junction has been
rejected by the City Council.

Three proposed taxes — a 3 percent local sales
tax on marijuana sales as allowed by state law, a 5
percent tax on food and beverage sales, and a gas
tax of 3 cents per gallon were pitched for the
November ballot as a way of raising enough
money to contract nighttime patrols by the
Josephine County Sheriff’s Office.

However, the tax measures spearheaded by
City Recorder Becky Patton and Mayor Daniel
Dalegowski in response to citizen requests for
additional law enforcement was winnowed after
city councilors moved forward only on the mari-
juana tax.

“I’m a little frustrated,” Patton said. “It’s a
problem of extreme focus for me. The mayor and I

CJ City Council rejects
tax plan for nighttime
law enforcement

Adding third lane to short section
of road would cost at least $3 million

Sheriff: Proposal likely wouldn’t have worked

Ready, set, splash: Spray park opens Monday

Photos by TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier

Children and adults will be able to try out the Riverside Spray Park after a grand opening ceremony Monday morning.
The water playground includes 19 different features including a barrel atop a tall pole that periodically explodes, shoot-
ing 40 gallons of water to the surrounding area.

Riverside Spray Park Project Supervisor Al Cella
checks out the sequencing box that controls
water timing and patterns of 19 different features
capable of pumping 138 gallons per minute.

A hillside near
Hellgate Bridge
on the Rogue
River smolders
July 31 after the
Taylor Creek Fire
swept through.
The wildfire
forced an eight-
day closure of one
of the river’s most
popular stretches
for recreation.
SCOTT STODDARD
Daily Courier

4,600-square-foot play area has 19 water features
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Air quality should remain improved through weekend



“We’ve got the barrel tuned
in to shoot off twice in three-
minute segments,” Cella said.
“It fills up with water and
sprays out like a giant umbrel-
la.”

Other named features
include Flower Shower, Ride &
Spray Horse, Water Weave,
Pop Dropps, 3 Bucket Fill N
Spill, Mission Hill Showers,
Water Fence and Water Arch.

The park could use up to 138

gallons a minute if all features
are running. The city chose a
water-conserving spray nozzle
array or it would be higher,
Cella said.

Nice concrete benches sur-
round the pads, and landscap-
ing and more picnic tables are
planned.

The Rotary's Duck Derby is
helping to pay for the spray
park with a $40,000 grant.

Another feature at the park
is also nearing completion: the
$532,000 pavilion between the
river and a parking lot west of
the restrooms. Cella hopes to

have it done by October.
The 3,600-square-foot open-

air pavilion was delayed by a
change in the support struc-
tures for the overhead shade,
Cella said. 

A $500,000 state lottery
grant in 2015 is paying for
most of the pavilion cost. 

Cella said that the pavilion
project was also delayed a cou-
ple of weeks by discovery of
the remains of a wooden bath-
house and pavilion.

The original structure was
torn down in 1937. The succes-
sor was two stories, with a

bathhouse in the lower level
and an open-air bandstand
above. It was destroyed by the
flood of 1955.

Cella also relayed the story
of an 80-year-old woman who
stopped by after a recent Con-
cert in the Park and told him
about using the bathhouse in
her youth. She was overjoyed
when Cella produced a photo of
the old structure that he found
online.

———
Reach reporter Jeff Duewel

at 541-474-3720 or
jduewel@thedailycourier.com.

Mary Koeper
Mary Koeper, 81, of Grants

Pass, Oregon, passed away
Saturday, August 11, 2018, at
her home surrounded by loved
ones.

Mary was born September
30, 1936, in Ames, Iowa, the
daughter of George and Luella
Blair. She was raised in Fort
Dodge, Iowa, and graduated
from Fort Dodge High School.

On August 7, 1955, Mary was
united in marriage to Dean
Koeper, also of Fort Dodge,
and in 1961, they moved to Cali-

fornia. In 1973, they relocated
to Grants Pass, where Mary
began her career with the
Siskiyou National Forest Ser-
vice. With a love of nature,
Mary instilled a similar appre-
ciation within each of her
grandchildren. She was a dedi-
cated employee to the forest
service until her retirement in
1999.

Mary is survived by her
husband, Dean of Grants Pass;
her sons: Kevin of Medford,
Kent of Grants Pass and Kyle
of Pella, Iowa; her six grand-
children and 14 great-grand-

children.
———

Richard J. Twogood
Richard “Dick” J. Twogood,

92, of Grants Pass died Sunday,
Aug. 19, 2018. Chapel of the
Valley-L.B. Hall Funeral Home
is in charge of arrangements.

———
George W. O’Brien

George W. O’Brien, 92, of
Grants Pass died Wednesday,
Aug. 22, 2018, at home.
Arrangements are pending
with Hull & Hull Funeral
Directors.

———
Robyn Sue Lanham

Robyn Sue Lanham, 59, of
Grants Pass died Saturday,
Aug. 18, 2018, at home. Ser-
vices will be held on Sept. 8 at
2 p.m. at the Kingdom Hall of
Jehovah’s Witnesses on
Williams Highway. Cremation
arrangements with Stephens
Family Chapel.

———
To place an obituary,
call Tamara Stuebing
at 541-474-3714 or email

obits@thedailycourier.com.
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By Jason McMillen
of the Daily Courier

The Urban Area Planning
Commission on Wednesday
night approved the construction
of a Dollar General store on the
west side of Grants Pass near
Parkside Elementary School,
an area that currently has few
nearby retail options for resi-
dents.

At the property that was for-
merly the home of Sandy’s
Nursery at 1950 S.W. Bridge St,
which closed last winter, demo-
lition will likely occur some
time in the fall after Cross
Development has acquired all
of the proper permits.

“There’s seven buildings, old
fencing, underground utilities,
quite a bit of overgrown vege-
tation, pavement and areas of
sidewalk that need to be
replaced,” Development Man-
ager Mike Stults said, explain-
ing that demolition will likely
take about two weeks to com-
plete. “It’s not necessarily an
undeveloped site, so we have to

gut everything and build
anew.”

The store will be about 9,100

square feet, which is about
average for a store in the Dol-
lar General chain.

Approval of the project faced
virtually no opposition from
either the public or the commis-

sion and, once underway, the
project will take an estimated
150 days to complete.

Local contractors will be
used where possible, though it
may be difficult due to a short-
age of construction workers.

Dollar General, which sells
a roster of products reminis-
cent of a general store, was
founded in Springfield, Ken-
tucky, in 1955 and, contrary to
what is seen nowadays due to
inflation, nothing — at least
back then — was to cost more
than a dollar.

Dollar General has estab-
lished stores locally in Grants
Pass, Merlin, Murphy, Cave
Junction, Rogue River, Gold
Hill and Glendale. The chain
currently has more than 14,000
stores in 44 states.

“We’re happy to be establish-
ing another location in Grants
Pass.” Stults said. “The Grants
Pass Planning Department was
very thorough, extremely help-
ful and their professionalism
was first rate.”

———
Reach reporter Jason McMillen

at 541-474-3718 or
jmcmillen@thedailycourier.com.

By Jason McMillen
of the Daily Courier

CAVE JUNCTION — Crime has
long plagued Cave Junction’s down-
town area, primarily because of a lack
of law enforcement at night. Now a
plan is being formulated to do some-
thing — anything — about it.

Cave Junction’s City Council is set
to host a public workshop Monday in
order to discuss improvements that
would be paid for by using proceeds
from the sale of the county building,
which the Illinois Valley Senior Center
purchased last summer for $340,000.

The workshop will be held in the
Council Chambers at 222 W. Lister
Street. Citizens of Cave Junction are
encouraged to attend and provide feed-
back.

“We’re planning on doing some pub-
lic safety improvements, primarily
cameras, and, hopefully, to a lesser
extent, some aesthetic and lighting
improvements,” Cave Junction City
Councilor Dan Bosch said. “How the
money will be split up between those
three different things is what’s up for
discussion.”

Although the fine details need to be
worked out, the umbrella plan — draft-

ed by the Illinois Valley Community
Development Organization — already
has the county’s approval.

Aside from lighting and safety
improvements, IVCanDo’s plan also
allocates money to the Illinois Valley
Airport for a fire suppression system,
broadband and fiber optic develop-
ment, plus tourism signage on High-
way 199.

Those areas of the plan are to be
discussed at a later date.

“I think it’s amazing,” Dairy Queen
Manager Lisa Parenteau said.
“Maybe if we get the right systems
and stuff, we can catch who’s doing it

and they’ll stop.
“I just had on Monday a person

come break through my back gate and
shut the two main breakers to the
whole building off, just because they
could.”

Cave Junction’s Dairy Queen was
broken into four times last year and
was vandalized several times.

In addition to the safety improve-
ments, local business T C Computers is
willing to help the city by donating a
camera network, along with the time
to plan and install it.

The live feed network will be mount-
ed on municipal poles like streetlights

and will be remotely accessible by the
Josephine County Sheriff’s Office as
well as the Oregon State Police via the
internet.

Once formal approval is granted, T
C Computers co-owner Monique Allen
says it will take 30 to 60 days to
install.

“We should have enough of them to
get a good coverage area,” Allen said.
“We’ll have at least eight cameras,
maybe more.”

———
Reach reporter Jason McMillen

at 541-474-3718 or
jmcmillen@thedailycourier.com.

By Ted Sickinger
The Oregonian

Oregon retailers cannot dis-
criminate against gun buyers
based on their age, according to
a ruling this week by the Oregon
Bureau of Labor and Industries.

Hannah Brumbles, an 18-
year-old from Deer Island in
unincorporated Columbia Coun-
ty, filed a complaint with the
state after a Walmart store in
St. Helens refused to sell her a
rifle or ammunition last Febru-
ary because she was younger
than 21.

Oregon law allows individu-
als 18 and older to purchase
firearms, but a variety of

regional and national retailers,
including Walmart, adopted
more restrictive policies follow-
ing the mass shooting in Park-
land, Florida. Former student
Nikolas Cruz, 19, is accused of
killing 17 people, including 14
students and three staff mem-
bers, at Marjory Stoneman Dou-
glas High School on Feb. 14.

Brumbles’ complaint alleged
that the policy was discrimina-
tory and violated the Oregon
constitution. BOLI found in her
favor.

Brumbles is seeking damages
for physical, mental and emo-
tional distress, which could be as
high as $5,000. A follow-up hear-
ing will be held in November.

Food & Friends serves both
Josephine and Jackson counties
through congregate meal sites
and home-delivered meals. All
area seniors are invited to the
various dining centers for lunch
and conversation. A donation is
requested.

Call 541-955-8839 for program
information and current volun-
teer opportunities.

In Josephine County and in
Rogue River, the nutritious, hot
meals are served from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. at all meal sites.

Next week’s menu features:
Monday — Pork riblet on a

bun
Tuesday — Egg salad sand-

wich
Wednesday —  Chicken chop

suey with rice

Thursday — Baked rigatoni
Friday — Cowboy campfire

stew
Lunches are served every

weekday in Grants Pass at 215
Ringuette St. They are served
Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day at the Illinois Valley Senior
Center, 520 E. River St. in Cave
Junction.

Dining centers also are
located at the Merlin Communi-
ty Center, 109 Acorn St., on
Tuesdays and Thursdays; at the
Wolf Creek Community Center,
100 Railroad Ave., on Tuesdays
and Thursdays; and at
Wilderville United Methodist
Church, 7970 Redwood High-
way, on Wednesdays.

In Rogue River, meals are
served at the Rogue River Com-

munity Center, 132 Broadway.
Seniors needing transporta-

tion in Josephine County to the
various dining centers or need-
ing more information may call
541-474-5452.

IN GLENDALE. The dining
site in the Special People’s
Depot, 176 Glendale Town
Road, is open Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays from 10:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. A small donation
is requested.

Next week’s menu:
Tuesday — Sweet and sour

pork or chicken chop suey
Thursday — Baked rigatoni
Friday — Turkey tetrazzini
Contact Senior Services in

Douglas County at 541-832-3220
for transportation and further
information.

Senior menus

Cave Junction looking to improve nighttime safety, security

Oregon retailers can’t bar
gun sales based on age

JASON McMILLEN/Daily Courier

Approved on Wednesday by the Grants Pass Urban Area Planning Commission, Sandy’s Nursery, which closed
last year and is located at 1950 S.W. Bridge St., is set to be demolished to make way for a Dollar General.

Planning committee approves Dollar General construction

Kids to question Oregon
gubernatorial candidates

SALEM (AP) — Candidates
running for governor in Oregon
will be asked questions in their
first debate not by reporters or
by voters, but by children and
youths.

Children First for Oregon, the
debate’s sponsor, said Thursday
it is soliciting applications via a
web site from children and youth
throughout the state who want to
participate. The debate, the first
of three, between Democratic
Gov. Kate Brown, Republican
nominee Knute Buehler and

Patrick Starnes of the Indepen-
dent Party of Oregon, will be on
Oct. 2.

Sharon Soliday, chairwoman
of Children First for Oregon,
said children can’t vote but can
have a voice on economic secu-
rity, health care, safety, educa-
tion, and other issues.

The debate is also presented
by KOIN, a Portland TV station,
and Pamplin Media Group.

Hood to Coast watching
air quality as race nears

SEASIDE (AP) — Organiz-
ers of the annual Hood to Coast

relay race are anxiously watch-
ing the air quality as the week-
end race approaches.

Dan Floyd, the race’s chief
operating officers, told The
Daily Astorian on Thursday that
this is the first time he’s ever
had to consider smoky condi-
tions during the relay race.

He says conditions appear to
be easing and the air should be
much clearer by the weekend,
but organizers are reminding
runners they participate at
their own risk.

Wildfires around the region
have made Pacific Northwest
skies unusually smoky.
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